Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302

Our Mission
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in
joyfully giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God,
embraces the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City
waterfront.

Our History

1911 – 2020
Rev. Bryan E. Page
Pastor
frb@olcjc.org

Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants
in Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now
live in our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a
cherished icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A copy of that icon is centrally located in our
historic Church.

Mass Schedule
Monday – Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm)
5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass
8:00 am (Polish), 10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm

Deacon Kamil Belling
Transitional Deacon

Rev. Thomas J. Ciba

Note: St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, is the Center for Polish Ministry
in Jersey City.

Pastor Emeritus

Mrs. Roseann Citro
Principal

Mr. Ben Rauch
Director of Music
directorofmusic@olcjc.org

Mrs. Matty Hiott
Business Manager
secretary@olcjc.org

Mrs. Barbara Peters
Bulletin Editor
bulletin@olcjc.org

Ms. Patricia Mercuri
Communications Coordinator
trish@olcjc.org

10:00 am “Children’s Liturgy of the Word”
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for children
2½ years+ and their parents during the 10:00 am Sunday Mass.

Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church or by appointment with the pastor.

Weddings
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the
parish office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage.

Infant Baptisms
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.
Expectant parents should visit the parish website at olcjc.org for more information.

Catholic School Education

Mr. Jerome Ransom
Custodian

Parish Office

201-434-0798

The OLC School
Shaping Young Minds for a Brighter Future
Lower School
Upper School
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302
225 Morris Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302
Grades K – 2

Blue Ribbon School
MSA-CESS Accredited

Fax

201-985-0918
Website

www.olcjc.org
Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30 am-5:30 pm

Grades 3 – 8

201-434-2405 | www.olcschool.org

The Little Harbor Academy
The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302
Tiny Tikes Program for 2-year-olds;
Pre-K Programs for 3 & 4-year-olds
201-434-6708

Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 29, 2020
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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parish Family,
Some things we need to keep in mind during these difficult days: God is with us, right in the midst of this crisis. He
is not indifferent, and He does not abandon us, but instead, He suffers with us.
When He is called to be with His friends in their mourning, the first thing He does is offer encouragement. “Your
brother will rise,” Jesus comforts Martha, but that is not enough for her. The promise of a better tomorrow is not sufficient in her present grief, so she presses Jesus for action now.
For us, we have the same remedy. As Martha persisted in asking Jesus for more, we are called to storm heaven with
prayers and beg, with confidence, for an end to this virus and the collateral damage it is causing.
At the same time, we have the opportunity to do needed work in our homes. Not necessarily construction projects,
but rather the home of our soul and our relationships in which our families dwell. We can take stock of what we value,
or whom we value. Have we allowed co-workers and employers to take priority over our loved ones? Are we obsessing
more over our 401(k) than over our relationship with Jesus and the hope He promises in heaven?
This is a time for patience, not panic. Patience is a virtue and can only be acquired through prayer, through a realization that Jesus is with us now and wants what is good for us.
We draw our hope from Jesus, who tells us this week,
“This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
It is high time we concern ourselves not with consuming fears, but eternal opportunities, searching our lives, homes,
and families for means to glorify God and give witness to the presence of Jesus Christ in our midst.
God bless you always, and please pray for me.
Love,
Fr. Bryan ________________________________________________________________________________
SOUP SUPPERS
DURING OUR SOCIAL DISTANCING

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
As we continue through Lent, try to identify the
places of weakness where the enemy may speak to us. It is also
beneficial to examine our consciences for those places we may
have already created for him to
work and bring them to confession. In addition to our
regular Saturday evening confessions at 4:00 pm, all
the priests from the Downtown Deanery will be hearing confessions the next few Mondays in the following
parishes at 7:00 pm. (Please verify prior to attending as dates are tentative.):
March 30 – St. Michael
April 7 –
Our Lady of Czestochowa

If you want to feel rich, just
count all the things you have
that money can’t buy.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday
March 28, 2020
5:00 pm
John Craig Chowanec
From Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Sommer
Sunday
March 29, 2020
10:00 am
Samuel R. Tesoro
From Maggie and Lenny Englese
12:30 pm
Henry and Margaret Heiser & Family
From Laura Czysz and Ken Heiser
7:00 pm
People of the Parish
Monday
March 30, 2020
12:30 pm
Birthday Blessings for.
Fr. Bryan Page (10th pastor)
From OLC Parishioners
Tuesday
March 31, 2020
12:30 pm
Birthday Blessings for
Fr. Dominick DellaPorte
From Steven & Dana Colella
Wednesday April 1, 2020
12:30 pm
Intention of Ashley Marchetta
From Nate Sharp
Thursday
April 2, 2020
12:30 pm
John Craig Chowanec
From Norene Haberski
Friday
April 3, 2020
12:30 pm
John Craig Chowanec
From Mr. and Mrs. Leonard
Romanski
Saturday
April 4, 2020
5:00 pm
Nieves C. Arboleda
From Virginia
Sunday
April 5, 2020, Palm Sunday
10:00 am
Avery Amadeo
From Rasquinha Family
12:30 pm
Peter and Genevieve Podgalsky
From Patricia Mercuri
7:00 pm
People of the Parish

ONLINE GIVING IS EASY AND SECURE!

Consider making your weekly offering to our
church using our online system, Parish Giving. It’s
easy to set up an account and have your contribution
automatically charged to your checking account or
credit card every week or every month – whatever
you choose. Go to www.parishgiving.org for details.

SHARE WHAT YOU HAVE
In these uncertain times, let’s share the basics
with those who lack them. Please consider purchasing a few extra items when you do your regular
shopping and leaving them in the rectory. Coffee,
tea, jelly, peanut butter,
canned vegetables, canned
and dried soups, cereal, pasta, sauce, macaroni and
cheese mix, canned meats
and tuna fish, condiments
(mayo, mustard, ketchup,
salt, pepper, sugar, etc.), soap, shampoo, body
washes, and toothpaste and toothbrushes are all
needed. Thank you for your generosity to the neediest of our community.
SMALL-GROUP MEETINGS
Come discuss your faith
at
small-group
meetings.
Bishop Barron has created a
guide to dive deeper in our
faith entitled Untold Blessing.
There are meetings at 7:30
PM on Tuesday, Wednesday
or Thursday. Each week,
there will be a new topic. We
will share a meal, learn, and
reflect on Christ in a friendly, relaxed setting. If you
would like to join, please email sorokak@gmail.com.
Meetings will be held at the following locations:

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
Reflect on today’s readings – Prepare for next Sunday
Sunday, March 29, 2020
Ez. 37:12-14; Rom. 8:8-11;
Jn. 11:1-45

Tuesday - Barrow Mansion (83 Wayne Street)
and Windsor at Liberty House (100 Dudley Street)
Wednesday - Warren at York (120 York Street)
Thursday - 50 Christopher Columbus Drive

Sunday, April 5, 2020
Is. 50:4-7; Phil. 2:6-11; Mt. 27:11-54
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2020 LENTEN REGULATIONS
1. The days of both Fast and Abstinence during
Lent are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the
Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal
fast" to honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and
to celebrate more readily His Resurrection. The other
Fridays of Lent are days of Abstinence.
On a day of Fast, only one (1) full meal is permitted,
and two (2) smaller meals, which, if added together, would not exceed the main meal in quantity.
Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to
fast.
On a day of Abstinence, no meat may be eaten.
Those who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by
the law of abstinence.
2. The obligation to observe the laws of Fast and
Abstinence "substantially,'' or as a whole, is a serious
obligation.
3. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of penance, but each individual may
substitute for the traditional abstinence from meat
some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance.
4. The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter
Duty)* extends from the First Sunday of Lent, March
1, 2020 to The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity,
June 7, 2020.

DOWNTOWN HARVEST
COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE
(CSA)
Our CSA, Downtown Harvest, is now preparing
for their 16th season. Enjoy fresh, organic produce
while helping support sustainable agriculture. During
the 24-week season,
the farmer delivers
weekly shares to the
OLC Church garage at
180 Sussex Street.
Members share in the
risks and rewards of
the farmer. For membership
information,
please go to their website: http://www.downtownharvest.org/ or email: downtownharvestcsajc@gmail.com.
LOOKING AHEAD TO BETTER TIMES

*Canon 920, §1. All the faithful, after they have been initiated
into the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by the obligation of
receiving Communion at least once a year.

February 10, 2020
Office of the Vicar General & Moderator of the Curia

2020 ANNUAL APPEAL

STEWARDSHIP
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.”
- John 4:13
Jesus reminds us that material
things, even something as basic
as water, can never satisfy us for
long. When we build our lives
around material possessions we
always want more. True joy and
peace only come when we follow Jesus -- when we
become more “God-centered” and less “selfcentered.”
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OLC
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confessions are heard
on Saturdays at 4:00 PM in church,
or by appointment with the pastor.
Please
call
201-434-0798.

POPE FRANCIS’S PRAYER
FOR CORONAVIRUS
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OLC Baptism Preparation Class: The next available class is on Sunday, June 11, at 11:15 AM. It is
required if you’re having your baby baptized at OLC
or another church, or are becoming a godparent.
OLC Seniors: New members are welcome (must be
55+). For more information, call Co-Presidents Laura
Mullahey at 201-562-2107 or Veronica Benekin at
551-580-0377. Also, all ages are invited to join their
trip to Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA, to
see “Queen Esther” on Thursday, April 23. $155 includes your play ticket, transportation, smorgasbord
lunch, and gratuities. Payment is due ASAP; call
Dorothy
Bromirski
at
201-333-4888 for more information about the trip.

REPORTING ABUSE BY CLERGY, RELIGIOUS
AND LAY STAFF OF THE ARCHDIOCESE

The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all
allegations of sexual misconduct by members of the
clergy and religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese.
We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of
sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so that
we may take appropriate action to protect others and
provide support to victims of sexual abuse.
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of
sexual misconduct may do so by calling the Hudson
County Prosecutor’s Office.

EXPLORE ART AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

ANNUAL MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY
RECOGNITION BY ARCHDIOCESE
The Archdiocese will honor couples in our Archdiocese who will be celebrating five,
twenty-five and fifty years of Christian
marriage in the year 2020. These anniversary liturgies will be celebrated by
Cardinal Joseph Tobin in the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark as follows:
May 3, 2020 3:00 pm
50 years (All counties)
April 19, 2020 3:00 pm
5 & 25 years (All counties)
If you wish to participate in these liturgies, please
contact the rectory at 201-434-0798 to register.
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