Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302

Our Mission
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront.

Our History

1911 – 2020
Rev. Bryan E. Page
Pastor
frb@olcjc.org

Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants
in Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now
live in our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic
Church.

Mass Schedule
Monday – Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm)
5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass
8:00 am (Polish), 10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm

Deacon Kamil Belling
Transitional Deacon

Rev. Thomas J. Ciba

Note: St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, is the Center for Polish Ministry
in Jersey City.

Pastor Emeritus

Mrs. Roseann Citro

10:00 am “Children’s Liturgy of the Word”
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for children
2½ years+ and their parents during the 10:00 am Sunday Mass.

Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church or by appointment with the pastor.
Mrs. Matty Hiott
Business Manager

Weddings

secretary@olcjc.org

Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the
parish office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage.

Infant Baptisms
Ms. Patricia Mercuri
trish@olcjc.org

Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.
Expectant parents should visit the parish website at olcjc.org for more information.

Catholic School Education

Mr. Jerome Ransom
Custodian

Parish Office

201-434-0798

The OLC School
Shaping Young Minds for a Brighter Future
Lower School
Upper School
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302
225 Morris Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302
Grades K – 2

Blue Ribbon School
MSA-CESS Accredited

Fax

201-985-0918
Website

www.olcjc.org
Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30 am-5:30 pm

Grades 3 – 8

201-434-2405 | www.olcschool.org

The Little Harbor Academy
The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302
Tiny Tikes Program for 2-year-olds;
Pre-K Programs for 3 & 4-year-olds
201-434-6708

The Presentation of the Lord – February 2, 2020
660 – Page 1

FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parish Family,
In 1993, Bill Murray made an epic movie that is great to watch over and over again. The film depicts news crews from
around the Pennsylvania area converging in Punxsutawney, PA, to cover Groundhog Day. Reporter Bill repeatedly re-lives
Groundhog Day, where everything stays the same except for him. This is a real celebration in America to determine if an
oversized rodent named Punxsutawney Phil, having woken from his long winter nap, will see his shadow when he emerges
from his burrow. If he does, folklore says there will be six more weeks of winter. If he does not, spring is on its way.
This is a somewhat illogical tradition: The groundhog sees his shadow when the weather is clear and sunny; if the skies
are overcast or laden with snow clouds, his shadow will be nowhere to be seen. With a paradox like this, it must have some
Christian roots.
In fact, Groundhog Day is a secularized version of traditions that were tied over the centuries to the Feast of the
Presentation, where candles were blessed, and processed into a darkened church. During the procession, the Canticle of
Simeon (Luke 2:29-32) was sung. Simeon was an old man who had been promised that he would not die until he saw the
Messiah. When Mary and Joseph presented their Son in the temple on the 40th day after His Birth (that is, on the Feast of
the Presentation), Simeon embraced the Christ Child and proclaimed:
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation which
you have prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.
“A light to the revelation of the Gentiles”: In the midst of winter in Europe, those words took on a meaning tied to the
cycles of nature, as well as, of course, their deeper spiritual meaning.
Over the centuries then, the common culture of the various European peoples tied to their shared Christianity
developed other rituals attached to Candlemas Day. An ancient English poem read, in part,
If Candlemas Day be fair and bright,
Winter will have another flight;
But if it be dark with clouds and rain,
Winter is gone, and will not come again
Throughout Northern Europe, various nationalities took such ideas and developed their own traditions, often tied to
those animals—bears, badgers, hedgehogs—that in early February were beginning to rouse themselves from their winter
slumber. German immigrants to the United States, who had looked to the hedgehog in their homeland, found the groundhog
in more ample supply in Pennsylvania.
As time went by, the Christian origins of the various Candlemas Day customs faded into the background and we were
left with Punxsutawney Phil. But for those who remember the words of Simeon, Groundhog Day will always be Candlemas,
the Feast of the Presentation, and the light that shines on the beloved groundhog will always remind us of the Light of the
World.
God bless you always, and please pray for me.
Love,
Fr. Bryan
_________________________________________________________________________________

BAPTISM AT OLC CHURCH
On Saturday, January 25, the following children
received the sacrament of Baptism. May God watch
over them always:
Agnes Jubilation Booth
the daughter of Josiah and Molly
Noah Paul Curmi
the son of Paul and Allison
Cecilia Scott Fleming
the daughter of Scott and Kathryn

BAPTISM PREPARATION
If you are looking to have your baby baptized at
OLC, having your baby baptized elsewhere and need
preparation, or have been asked to attend a class to
be a godparent, please send an email to
baptism@olcjc.org to sign up. The next available class
is on Sunday, March 29, at 11:15 AM.
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OLC FAMILY MASS

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday
February 1, 2020
5:00 pm
Helen and Bruno Ruskowski
From Bruno Ruskowski, Jr.
Sunday
February 2, 2020
10:00 am
Thomas Kim
From daughter, Elena
12:30 pm
Betty DeRosa
From Laura Czysz and Ken Heiser
7:00 pm
People of the Parish
Monday
February 3, 2020
12:30 pm
Robert F. Conover, Jr.
From Joyce Cmiel
Tuesday
February 4, 2020
12:30 pm
Rev. Joseph Fu
From OLC Parishioners
Wednesday February 5, 2020
12:30 pm
Rev. Robert J. Cio
From OLC Parishioners
Thursday
February 6, 2020
12:30 pm
Brian Matthews
From OLC Parishioners
Friday
February 7, 2020
12:30 pm
Sarah O’Donnell
From OLC Parishioners
Saturday
February 8, 2020
5:00 pm
Intentions of the D. Peters Family
From R. Peters Family
Sunday
February 9, 2020
10:00 am
João Fernando Oliveira
From Hohl Family
12:30 pm
Thomas Kim
From daughter, Elena
7:00 pm
People of the Parish
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
Reflect on today’s readings and prepare for
next Sunday
Sunday, February 2, 2020
Mal. 3:1-4; Heb. 2:14-18;
Lk. 2:22-40
Sunday, February 9, 2020
Is. 58:7-10; 1 Cor. 2:1-5;
Mt. 5:13-16

Kindness is the oil that
reduces the friction of life.

FEBRUARY MASS SCHEDULE
DAY

TIME

SAT: 2/8/20

5:00 PM
10:00 AM
12:30 PM
7:00 PM

CELEBRANT

Fr. Dominick*
Fr. Dominick

Fr. Squeo
Fr. Rocco
++++++++
MASS INTENTIONS
++++++++
Please call 201-434-0798 or ++++++++
stop by
the rectory Monday-Friday from 9:30
am++++++++
5:30 pm to arrange a Mass intention.
You
++++++++
may also dedicate the Tabernacle Candle
or
++++++++
Bread and Wine in memory of a loved
one.
++++++++
++++++++
WEEKLY OFFERING
++++++++
For the weekend of January
25/26, 574
people attended Mass. ++++++++
The collection in
church
amounted ++++++++
to
$3,729.00.
ParishGiving/WeShare ++++++++
donations were
++++++++
$2,792.74,
and
Venmo
was
$10,
contributing to a weekend collection ++++++++
of $6,531.74.
++++++++
As always, thank you for living
your financial
commitment to our parish. We++++++++
appreciate your
++++++++
generosity.
++++++++
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO GIVE
++++++++
A CHRISTMAS GIFT!
++++++++
Our annual Christmas Gift Appeal
++++++++
focuses on capital improvements. On
++++++++
the unanimous recommendation of
++++++++
the Finance Council, and supported
++++++++
by Music Director Ben Rauch’s
++++++++
thoughtful input, Fr. Bryan designated
a new sound system as the object ++++++++
of
++++++++
the 2019 Christmas Gift.
++++++++
The case for a new sound system
is strong. For example, there are no++++++++
speakers in the rear
of the church or the vestibule; ++++++++
the pulpit and altar
microphones aren’t connected to+++++
the outdated and
defective mixer and can’t be adjusted; the celebrant’s
wireless mic constantly crackles and “drops out” during
homilies. These are just three examples of the issues. In
short, the present sound system is well past its useful
life and no longer serves the needs of our parish and
our liturgies.
The goal for this year’s Christmas Gift is to raise
$75,000. This goal is realistically achievable if each
family or individual parishioner made a Christmas Gift of
$350.
As always, this number is not a floor or a ceiling.
Your Christmas Gift to OLC depends on what your
conscience dictates and your means allow. We trust
your 2019 Christmas Gift will be as generous as
possible.
Yours in faith,
Parish Finance Council
SUN: 2/9/20
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OLC
Children’s Liturgy: Every
Sunday during the 10:00
AM Mass for 20 minutes.
Ages 2 and older. Parents
are
welcome.
No
registration required – join
in!
Confessions/Sacrament
of Reconciliation: Confessions are heard on
Saturdays at 4:00 PM in church, or by appointment
with the pastor.
Juice & Doughnuts: Served after every Sunday
10:00 AM Mass in our Church Hall. If you wish to
donate snacks and beverages, please sign up at:
https://tinyurl.com/olcdonutschedule.
OLC Adult Choir: Choir rehearsal will be every
Sunday at 11:15 AM and we will sing right after at
the 12:30 PM Mass. No experience necessary, all
are welcome! For more information, please email
the Director of Music, Ben Rauch, at
directorofmusic@olcjc.org.
OLC Baptism Preparation Class: The next
available class is on Sunday, March 29, at 11:15
AM. It is required if you’re having your baby baptized
at OLC or another church, or are becoming a
godparent.
OLC Church Junior Choir: For kids 7 years and
older. The Junior Choir sings twice a month at the
10:00 AM Mass. Rehearsals are mid-week in the
Church Hall. For more information, please email the
Director
of
Music,
Ben
Rauch,
at
directorofmusic@olcjc.org.
OLC Prayer Group: Prayer group meets daily
Monday-Friday after the 12:30 PM Mass. For more
information, please email Chona Veluz at
cjveluz@aol.com.
OLC Seniors: Meetings will resume in the new year.
New members welcome (must be 55+). For more
information, call Co-Presidents Laura Mullahey at
201-562-2107 or Veronica Benekin at 551-5800377.
OLC Soccer Team: Practice every Sunday at 2:00
PM! Email Bobby Kovachev for more information at
bobby.kovachev@yahoo.com
or
sign
up
at:
https://tinyurl.com/olcsoccer.
ONLINE GIVING IS EASY AND SECURE!
Consider making
your weekly offering to
our church using our
online system, Parish
Giving. It’s easy to set
up an account and
have your contribution
automatically charged to your checking account or
credit card every week or every month – whatever you
choose. Go to www.parishgiving.org for details.

DOUGHNUT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

SHARE WHAT YOU HAVE
In this cold and often harsh season, let’s share the
basics with those who lack them. Please consider
purchasing a few extra items when you do your regular
shopping and leaving them in the
rear of the Church. Coffee, tea, jelly,
peanut butter, canned vegetables,
canned and dried soups, cereal,
pasta, sauce, macaroni and cheese
mix, canned meats and tuna fish, condiments (mayo,
mustard, ketchup, salt, pepper, sugar, etc.), soap,
shampoo, body washes, and toothpaste and
toothbrushes are all needed. Thank you for your
generosity to the neediest of our community.
STEWARDSHIP
“Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3
This
one
confuses
people. Replace the word
“humble” for “poor” and it
makes more sense. People
that are humble recognize
their dependence on God and trust that He will provide all
that they need. Unfortunately, for many of us, pride and
ego enter our lives and we think we can live without God.
Remember–God first in all circumstances.
HOUSING COUNSELING SERVICES
If you have lived, worked, or
attended school in Hudson
County for the past four years,
you may be eligible for free
housing counseling services.
Assistance is available for
homelessness and foreclosure prevention, fair housing
education, pre- and post-purchase counseling, and more.
Translators versed in several languages are available to
assist. Sponsored by Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Newark and the DCA of ReNew Jersey. For information,
please call 973 424 7616.
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ANNUAL ARCHDIOCESAN
CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE
The Catholic Men’s Conference will be held on
Saturday, February 29 from 8:00 am-4:00 pm at
Seton Hall University in South Orange, NJ. This
year’s theme is “Man of God…I am my Brother’s
Keeper.” His Eminence Joseph W. Cardinal Tobin will
be celebrating the Mass. Registration fee is $30 and
includes continental breakfast and lunch. To register,
email CatholicMen@rcan.org or call 1-973-497-4545.

YOU’RE ENGAGED? CONGRATULATIONS!
Now, give your parish a call! Ideally, this should
be done at least a year in advance of your wedding.
The engaged couple meets with the priest or deacon
preparing them for the sacrament of matrimony. Then,
they register for the two marriage preparation
programs required for a Catholic wedding: the PreCana Conference and God’s Plan for a Joy-Filled
Marriage. These programs help engaged couples
understand a Catholic vision of married love and offer
practical insights and assistance in building a
successful marriage. For more information, please go
to the Archdiocese of Newark website: www.rcan.org.

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK
WOMEN’S COMMISSION
DAY OF REFLECTION
The Annual Catholic Women's Commission Day
of Reflection will be held on Saturday, March 7, at
Seton Hall University. The event runs from 8:00 am4:00 pm. Prayer and worship are also an integral part
of the day, which includes Holy Mass, a Holy Hour of
prayer, the Divine Mercy Chaplet in song, the
opportunity to go to confession, and an adoration
chapel for quiet prayer. The main celebrant will be
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin. Cost is $30 per person
(continental
breakfast
and
lunch
included);
Clergy/Religious Free. For more information email
CatholicWomen@rcan.org or call 1-973-497-4545.

Pre-Cana Conferences –
February 21 and 22, Fri. 8:00 pm-10:00 pm and Sat.
8:00 am-12 Noon at St. John the Apostle in Linden
February 22, from noon-6:30 pm at St. Joseph the
Carpenter in Roselle
February 22 and 23, Sat. 10:00 am-2:00 pm and Sun.
12:30-2:30 pm at St. Thomas the Apostle in Bloomfield
February 23 and 28, Sun. and Fri. at 7:30 pm at
Community of God’s Love in Rutherford
To register, please visit www.rcan.org/precana. The
offering is $100 per couple
God’s Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage –
March 7, from 9:00 am-4:00 pm at St. Mary Church in
Closter NJ
March 21, from 9:00 am-4:00 pm at Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church in Jersey City
March 22, from 12:00 pm-6:30 pm at St. Michael
Church Cranford NJ
March 29, from 9:00 am-4:00 pm at the Archdiocesan
Center in Newark

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The Polish Cultural Foundation, a non-profit
organization located in Clark, New Jersey, is offering
a number of $2,000 scholarships for the fall semester
of 2020. Applicants must be of Polish descent, New
Jersey residents, U.S. citizens or permanent
residents. They must have completed their freshman
year at an accredited college or university and have
earned a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. The
application is available on the website for the Polish
Cultural Foundation in Clark (http://www.polishculturalfoundation.org/en)

To register, please visit www.joyfilledmarriagenj.org.
The offering is $125 per couple.

TRICKY TRAY LUNCHEON AT
ST. JOHN PAUL II PARISH

ANNUAL MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY
RECOGNITION BY ARCHDIOCESE
The Archdiocese will celebrate
the annual tradition of honoring
couples in our Archdiocese who will
be celebrating five, twenty-five, and
fifty years of Christian marriage in the
year 2020.
These anniversary
liturgies will be celebrated by Cardinal Joseph Tobin
in the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in
Newark as follows:
May 3, 2020 3:00 pm
April 19, 2020 3:00 pm

50 years (All counties)
5 & 25 years (All
counties)

If you wish to participate in these liturgies, please
contact the rectory at 201-434-0798 to register.
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