
660 – Page 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1911 – 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – November 19, 2017 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Gerard J. Sudol  
In Residence 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. David Stump, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 
Fax 
201-985-0918 
Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 
Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 
The OLC School  
201-434-2405 
Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 
Counseling, Ann Tedeschi, 
LCSW,* 
201-339-3372, 201-725-8154 
Counseling, Relief & Solutions 
Counseling,* 201-666-2400 
*Not affiliated with OLC 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday: 12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8:00 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10:00 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2½ years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from 
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Par-
ents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church and at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – A Blue Ribbon School  
Shaping Young Minds for a Brighter Future 
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades K - 8 
Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Tiny Tikes Program for 2-year-olds; Pre-Kindergarten Programs for 3- & 4-
year-olds 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources, and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants in 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
It is that time of year when giving thanks is on top of most people’s minds.  The holiday season, and Thanksgiving in 

particular, should makes us think about all of the special things in our lives and express gratitude for them.  This is a 
favorite time of year for many, in large part because we are surrounded by loved ones and visibly reminded of all that 
we have to be grateful for.  If you’re like most people, you wish this feeling could last all year long.  Just imagine feeling 
proud, thankful, and joyful on an ongoing basis, not only during the holiday season. 

To achieve this, you must develop the “attitude of gratitude” author Lewis Howes wrote in his bestseller “The 
School of Greatness.”  First, notice and acknowledge daily acts of kindness in others, whether great or small (even if the 
acts are directed at someone else).  Every morning, wake up and give thanks for three things in your own life.  Lastly, 
think of ways to help people you know (or don’t know): the poor, lonely elderly, people still suffering the aftermath of 
natural disasters.  Say a kind word, volunteer your time or donate to your favorite charity.  Make it a family affair and 
encourage your kids to show gratitude in similar ways. 

Feeling grateful is an understanding and awareness that the source of love and truth is in us and all around us.  Be-
ing grateful is the action of understanding and awareness.  How we move about in this life shows our truth and love.  
When we realize the many ways in which God has blessed us, “gratitude turns what we have into enough” according to 
writer Medody Beattie.   

For some, the holidays are not an especially joyous time of the year.  For any number of reasons, there are those 
who do not feel able to give thanks for what they have.  The formula suggested above can open one’s eyes to the needs 
and hurts of those less fortunate than themselves making them aware that there are always those who are less fortunate, 
and that they do have reason to be grateful for what they have.  Wishing you and your families a blessed Thanksgiving. 

With my love, 

 

BAPTISM 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is 

the first component of our Baptism 
Program for those preparing for the 
birth of their child.  You must pre-
register for this program.  Register 
online at www.olcjc.org and reference 
“Formation and Sacraments.”  Fol-
low the link to “Baptism of Children,” or 

call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are: 
January 7, 2018; March 4, 2018 

GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 
of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.  

You can register online, by phone, or you can just 
walk in (however, pre-registration is extremely help-
ful).  Upcoming dates are:  

December 3, 2017; February 4, 2018 
Please register as parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 am until 5:00 pm.  The application 
is free and only takes a few minutes. 

LECTURE SERIES 
Father Tom is moderating an RCIA lecture/study 

group.  The next meeting will be this Monday November 
20 at 7:30 pm, in the rectory.  The subjects of our series 
will be theological topics relating to our Catholic beliefs.  
Our presentations are based upon a video program with 
speaker Bishop Robert Barron.  We presented this popular 

lecture series in past years, but this year we will expand 
upon it.   

Topics will include: “The Revelation of God Become 
Man”, “The Teachings Of Je-
sus”, “The Ineffable Mystery of 
God”, “Mary, The Mother of 
God”, "The Indispensable Men 
- Peter, Paul and Their Mis-
sionary Adventure”, “The Mys-
tical Union of Christ and The 
Church”, “Word Made Flesh, True Bread of Heaven, 
The Mystery of The Church’s Sacrament and Worship” 
and more.  Follow the bulletin for more details. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

On Thursday, November 23, the Thanksgiving Day 

Mass will be 9:30 am.  Take time on this day to give 
thanks to the Lord for your blessings.   

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Gratitude can transform common days into 
thanksgivings, turn routine jobs into joy, and 
change ordinary opportunities into blessings. 

– William Arthur Ward 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
It is a long-standing tradition in 

many different faiths and cultures to re-
member, and even venerate, some-
one’s deceased relatives and friends.  
We keep alive the memory of our de-
ceased relatives and friends by re-
membering them in our prayers.  

Through our prayers, we can also continue that spir-
itual and loving connection we had when they walked 
this earth. 

Remembering someone in our prayers (whether 
alive or deceased) is particularly important to us as 
Catholics.  Because the celebration of the Mass is the 
highest form of worship, the practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, deceased or living, or for a 
particular intention, is an excellent way of bringing our 
intentions to God.  This is a long-standing tradition in 
the church.  It is also a devotional practice whereby we 
keep alive the memory of our loved ones.  Through this 
practice, we can maintain that loving bond between 
ourselves and those whom we love.  A Mass can be 
offered on the anniversary of death or on a person’s 
birthday, or at any time.  You may also have a Mass 
celebrated for someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and 
for special intentions for family and/or friends.    

Take the time to have a Mass celebrated for your 
loved ones.  Simply stop by the rectory, call us at 201-
434-0798 or send an e-mail to:  secretary@olcjc.org. 

The OLC Adult Choir:  The choir rehearsal takes 
place Sundays, 11:15 am and then sing at the 
12:30 pm Mass.  For additional information please 
contact our music director Ben Rauch at:  
Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10:00 am 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in!   

Coffee & Donuts:  Every Sunday after the 10:00 am 
Mass.  This event is usually outside church, but 
may be held in the church hall depending on 
weather.  Please call the rectory if you wish to 
volunteer to bring donuts. 

RCIA Lecture Series: Monday, November 20, 7:30 
pm, in the rectory.  The topic is “Our Tainted 
Nature’s Solitary Boast: Mary, the Mother of God.”  
All are invited.   

Thanksgiving:  Thursday, November 23 Thanksgiving 
Day Mass will be 9:30 am.  Take time on this day to 
give thanks to the Lord for your blessings. 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday. 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 
Prv. 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; 1 Thes. 5:1-6;  

Mt. 25:14-30 
Sunday, November 26, 2017 

Ez. 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Cor. 15:20-28; Mt.25:31-46 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your 

financial support and for living your 
financial commitment to your parish.  
We are grateful for those who 
generously support the parish.  We 
need your support to achieve our 
weekly collection goal of $6,000 per 
Sunday.   

Recently ParishPay has Transitioned to LPI’s 
WeShare Service.  If you use ParishPay, you may ex-
perience and see a difference in the services they pro-
vide.  Others may find it difficult to log on.  If you are 
having problems with your account, please call 
Kathy Minihan, our WeShare customer service rep-
resentative at 732-421-2174.   

We continue to face a financial crisis.  While our 
collections were up during the Easter Season, they 
have been dropping below our $6,000 weekly goal 
again.  Therefore, we still expect financial difficulties as 
we go forward.  We ask a few things of you: 
1. Use an electronic payment service if you cannot 

attend Mass each weekend.  This is possible 
through LPi’s WeShare Services or you may have 
your bank or financial institution send us a check 
on a regular basis.. 

2. Increase your weekly donation.  We really need 
people to be as generous as possible each week 
to support the parish. 

3. If you do not use Parishpay, please “make up” your 
regular donation the next time you attend Mass.  To 
sign up for ParishPay, go to www.parishpay.com and 
follow the prompts.   
For the weekend of November 11/12, 345 people 

attended Mass.  The collection in church amounted to 
$4,298.  ParishPay donations for the past week were 
$1,908 contributing to a weekend collection of $6,206.  
This is $206 above our weekly goal of $6,000.    

If you have been away from church traveling for 
any reason, we encourage you to “make up” your 
contributions.  Remember that although it is important 
to support your parish financially, your donation is 
ultimately a gift back to God for his blessings.    

2017 BLACK AND INDIAN 
MISSION COLLECTION 

This weekend, our parish will take up the 131st an-
nual “National Black and Indian Mission Collection”.  
Our support of this collection helps build the Church in 
African American, 
Native American, 
and Alaska Native 
communities from 
coast to coast.  
Schools, parish reli-
gious education programs, and diocesan ministries de-
pend on your generosity to help them spread the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ! 

mailto:secretary@olcjc.org
mailto:Directorofmusic@olcjc.org
http://www.parishpay.com/
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday November 18, 2017 
5:00 pm Barbara Bromirski 

From Melanie and Bill 
Sunday November 19, 2017 
10:00 am Rose Anna Porcella 

From Miss Thompson’s Pre-K4 Class 
12:30 pm Severina Wondolowski 

From Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Englese 
7:00 pm People of the Parish 
Monday November 20, 2017 
12:30 pm Deceased Members of the Polish 

Women’s Alliance of America 
From Polish Women’s Alliance of 
America 

Tuesday November 21, 2017 
12:30 pm Intentions of the Burke family 

From Michael Burke 
Wednesday November 22, 2017 
12:30 pm Communion Service  
Thursday November 23, 2017 
9:30 am For Souls in Purgatory 

From Anonymous 
Friday November 24, 2017 
12:30 pm Edward Bauch 

From Mary Dombrowski  
Saturday November 25, 2017 
5:00 pm Edmond and Margaret Strasz 

From Diane Strasz 
Sunday November 26, 2017 
10:00 am Rose Anna Porcella 

From D’Souza Family 
12:30 pm Herena Hernandez 

From Matty and Family 
7:00 pm People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. 
It will make a difference in your life! 

STEWARDSHIP 
“Well done, my good and 
faithful servant.  Since 
you have been faithful in 
small matters, I will give 
you great responsibili-
ties.”- Matthew 25:21  
 

God expects us to 
nurture and develop the 
gifts He has given us and 
then generously return a 
portion with increase.  He 
doesn’t want us to waste 

or hoard the gifts He has given us; He expects us to 
grow our gifts, use them wisely and be generous with 
them.  Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in 
proportion to all that God has given us. 

OLC SENIORS - UPCOMING EVENTS 
Virginia Beach, Virginia (December 4-6, 2017).  Cost 

is $355 per person/double occupancy and $455 per per-
son/single occupancy.  Price includes motorcoach transpor-
tation, lodging, breakfasts and dinners, Christmas lights at 
Newport News Park and Virginia Beach, museums, Imax 
movie, guided tour of Colonial Williamsburg, and much more. 

Christmas Party on December 13 at the Jacques 
Reception Center in Middlesex.  Cost TBD, transpor-
tation will be provided.  New members are welcome!  
Membership and trips are open to all seniors aged 50 and 
over.  For more information, please call Dorothy Bromirski at 
201-333-4888. 

OWERRI MARKET WOMEN OF NIGERIA 
BENEFIT SHOW 

On Friday, December 1st, Dhabri Khenchy will pre-
sent a Fashion Night at the Odabro African Restaurant 
and Lounge in support of the indigent Owerri market 
women displaced by the demolition of Eke-Ukwu Mar-
ket in Owerri Municipal area in Imo State in Nigeria.  
Event will be hosted by Prince Anozie with a special 
appearance by Omo Africa.  Show from 7:00-10:00 pm; 
after party from 10:00 pm-2:00 am.  The Odabro Res-
taurant is located at 132 South Essex Avenue in Or-
ange NJ.  For more information please call 1-862-321-
9184.  $10 tickets may be purchased through Event-
brite link:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uwenjah-fashion-
show-usa-2017-ankara-nite-by-dhabri-khenchy-tickets-
39634788720.  

FAITH WORKS 
Food for Those in Need 

Winter Coat Drive 
“Food for Those in Need.”  We 

are asking all parishioners to be es-
pecially generous this time of the year 
by making donations of non-perisha-
ble food items.  Leave your donations 
on the table in the rear of the church.  
Suggested donations include: 
canned coffee, tea, jelly, peanut but-
ter, canned vegetables, canned and dried soups, cere-
als, pastas and noodles, brown gravies, Italian gravies, 
toiletries (soaps, shampoos, body washes, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, etc.), canned meats and tuna fish, and 
condiments (mayo, mustard, ketchup, salt, pepper, 
sugar, etc.).  Thanks again for your generosity to the 

neediest of our community.   
OLC will also have a “Winter 

Coat Drive.”  There are many in 
Jersey City who need winter 
coats to stay warm.  If you have 
an extra winter coat (men’s, 
women’s or children’s) please 
leave them in the rear of the 

church.  We have local charities that can dispense 
them to those in need. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uwenjah-fashion-show-usa-2017-ankara-nite-by-dhabri-khenchy-tickets-39634788720
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uwenjah-fashion-show-usa-2017-ankara-nite-by-dhabri-khenchy-tickets-39634788720
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uwenjah-fashion-show-usa-2017-ankara-nite-by-dhabri-khenchy-tickets-39634788720
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2017 

Reconciliation/Communion at 9:00 am:  Novem-
ber 19; December 3, 17.   

Confirmation at 11:00 am:  November 19; De-
cember 3, 17. 

RCIA at 11:00 am:  November 26; December 10. 

OLC’S FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS SONG 
Fa la la la la!  OLC is 

looking for enthusiastic sing-
ers for its 22nd Annual Festi-
val of Christmas Song on De-
cember 10 at 4:00 pm.  Be-
ginners and non-parishioners 
are welcome!  If interested, 
please contact Ben Rauch at:  

Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 

LUCIE GOOSIE TODDLER ENRICHMENT 
Lucie Goosie Toddler Enrichment is at OLC 

Church!  Lucie Goosie is a toddler drop-off for children 
18 months to 3½ years old.  Drop off your little ones in 
a safe and nurturing environment Monday to Friday 
from 9:00 am to 12 noon.  They offer play-based learn-
ing, featuring creative 
movement, music, and 
literacy development in 
a social environment.  
Please check us out on 
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/luciegoosieplayspace.  To regis-
ter, please email us at:  info@luciegoosie.com.   

DRAWING ROOMS HOLIDAY FUNDRAISER 
“TAKE HOME A WORK OF ART” 

Join us on Thursday, December 7, 2017 from 7:00-
9:00 pm at Gallery 109 at 109 Christopher Columbus 
Drive in Jersey City.  Help Us To Continue Providing 
Excellent Programming in Our Unique Space and 
BRING HOME A FAVORITE ARTIST’S WORK!   

More than Fifty Artists have 
generously donated original 
drawings, paintings and sculp-
ture in support of our 5th Holiday 
Fundraiser, celebrating our 5th 
year of exhibitions and commu-
nity programming!  The Fund-
raiser Evening includes wine, 
hors d’oeuvres from fine restau-
rants, music, and a raffle of donated artworks.  Your 
ticket ensures you a work of art of your choice! 

Here’s How It Works:  Artwork will be selected on 
the fundraiser evening by a raffle drawing, which de-
termines the order in which primary ticket-holders 
make their selection.  With a little bit of luck in the raffle, 
you can go home with a piece worth several times more 
than the cost of a ticket!  Order Ahead! Ticket Price 
Increases Day of Event!  Single Tickets:  Artist 

$150/Non-Artist $200 - entitles one person to admis-
sion, refreshments and one work of art.  For more in-
formation, please visit:  www.drawingrooms.org.  

GRACE IN THE LGBT COMMUNITY 
Following the lead of Cardinal Joseph Tobin, Our 

Lady of Grace/St. Joseph Church, Hoboken, invites 
members of the Hoboken, Jersey City and North Hud-
son LGBT community to a meeting on Wednesday, De-
cember 6, 2017 at 7:30 pm to discuss the Catholic Mil-
lennial’s views and experience on cultural and spiritual 
issues, specifically as they pertain to LGBT matters.  
Parents and family of the LGBT community are in-
vited.  Please spread the word.  Registration is not 
required but you may send an e-mail to 
Fr. Alex Santora: padrealex@yahoo.com with comments 
or indication of attendance.  Our Lady of Grace 
Church is located at 411 Clinton Street in Hoboken.  
For more information, call 201-659-0369. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
WEEKENDS 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works that I do,…”  Let the Lord into your 
marriage to do His works by attend-
ing a Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend.  For more information 
contact Mike and Janet Turco at 
973-427-7016 or 609-335-6880, or 
email njwwme@peoplepc.com.  Mili-
tary families, are you getting ready 
to deploy?  Is your family trying to 
reconnect after deployment?  Marriage Encounter of-
fers tools of communication that have kept many mili-
tary marriages strong and happy throughout the ups 
and downs of military service.  Contact your local chap-
lain or call 973-427-7016 or 609-335-6880 for more in-
formation. 

OLC CHURCH ADVENT GIVING TREE 
Our parish will participate in 

its annual Advent Giving Tree 
Program.  A Christmas tree will 
be set up this weekend and dec-
orated with “ornaments,” each of 
which will list the name of an or-
ganization or individual, and spe-
cific item(s) that you are asked to 

purchase for a person in need. 
To participate in the Giving Tree Program, take one 

or more ornaments from the tree, purchase the item(s) 
listed, and attach the “ornament” to the UNWRAPPED 
package.  Bring the gift(s) to church and place them 
under the Giving Tree no later than Sunday, Decem-
ber 10.  All gifts will be delivered during the week of 
December 11. 

For further information, you may call Pat Duemig 
(201-955-1495) or Maggie Englese (201-963-8761).   
Thank you in advance for your generosity!  

mailto:Directorofmusic@olcjc.org
https://www.facebook.com/luciegoosieplayspace
mailto:info@luciegoosie.com
http://www.drawingrooms.org/
mailto:x@yahoo.com
mailto:njwwme@peoplepc.com
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