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 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 21, 2014 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. David Stump, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

 

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 

Fax 
201-985-0918 

Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 

Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 

The OLC School  
201-434-2405 

Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday:    12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from Mass 
after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Parents are 
welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants to 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
“Mommy!  His piece of cake is bigger than mine!”  “Mommy!  You gave him more ice cream than me!” 

Have you ever notice how siblings can perceive, true or not, that their brother or sister is getting 
more of something than they.  Of course, children wish to be treated fairly and wish to receive equal 
shares of a good thing.  Such perceived inequity by a child, true or false, can lead a child to believe in a 
parent’s favoritism.  Every child needs to know they are loved, and loved equally, and they are treated fairly.   

How do we perceive God’s love?  Do we believe God is fair with you?  Do you believe that God has given others opportu-
nities in life and has neglected you?  In this Sunday’s Gospel, Matthew relates Jesus’ telling of the story of the workers in the 
vineyard.  As Christians, it can be a very challenging story as it may make us feel that God is not being equitable.  We see this 
story through our mortal experience and as Jesus says of the vineyard owner, each worker was paid what he agreed to work.  
This might make us feel shortchanged should we labor a full day and find those who labored only part of the day received the 
same wages as ourselves.  But Christ goes on to question those workers who are jealous of the owner’s generosity.  In truth, 
we may want equivalent payment for services rendered, but God doesn’t work that way.  Each worker, or each of us on earth, 
is granted an insight into God’s enormous generosity.  We are constantly invited to accept and internalize God’s enormous 
love.  God only asks that we attempt to return that love to best of our abilities.  If God were to play favorites or reward those 
who did more, or love some more than others, that would not be the God in whom we believe.  This god compromises love and 
consequently would be imperfect and calculating, not a god at all.   

The parable of the Good Shepherd tells of a shepherd who goes in search of the one lost sheep to bring home to the flock.  
Like the workers of the field, all of us are called by God, but we may find God’s message at different times in our lives.  This 
doesn’t mean that we seek to serve ourselves throughout life intending to repent at the end.  You cannot manipulate God’s 
love attempting to get back into God’s graces at the last minute to earn an eternal reward.  God knows that we strive and fall 
through our lives and loves us all, but God knows those who actively turn away from God, making the choice to go into the 
cold, away from God’s love.  With God’s boundless love offered to all, we shouldn’t be concerned with who gets what first or 
how much, but rather to reflect in the glow as it surrounds us.   

Each day of our lives is a journey, and whether we got on God’s path early, or find it later on, we all have a chance at the 
destination if we keep working towards it.  We only rent our physical possessions in this life on earth, so just remember the 
better prize of eternal life is freely given to those who work for it through God’s Word.  

With love,  
 
 

 
LECTURE SERIES 

Our ten part lecture/ 
study group will begin Mon-
day, October 6, 7:30 pm.  
We will meet in the rectory.  
The subject will be “Cathol-
icism.”  It will be based 
upon a video presentation 
with speaker Fr. Robert 
Barron.  This presentation 

promises to be informative, inspirational and spiritual.  The 
group setting will also be informal.  We will view a 
video, discuss it, learn from it and also socialize.  
Please, follow the bulletin for more details.  A registra-
tion sign-up form is available in Church this weekend.   

The first topic will be, “Amazed and Afraid - The 
Revelation of God Become Man.”  This first presenta-
tion will illuminate and explains the conviction of the 
Catholic Faith that Jesus of Nazareth is the promised 
Messiah and the revelation of God become man.  We 
will see how Jesus fulfills the four tasks of the Messiah, 
according to the Old and New Testaments, and how 
the living legacy of Christ, God and Messiah, is pro-
claimed by the Church.  Our presentation will address 

some of the most controversial questions about the life 
and identity of Jesus Christ and travels through the 
mysterious and sacred places of the Holy Land of Is-
rael and the eternal city of Rome. 

We anticipate that our second meeting to be Mon-
day, October 20.  We will announce any changes in 
scheduling.  To view a clip of this series, click on this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtnH_8oKHUw.  

MARRIAGE AT OLC 

Congratulations to 

Elizabeth Carpenter  

and 

Jonathan McMullen 

who celebrated their 

Marriage ceremony 

Friday, September 12, 2014 

  

FROM THE PASTOR 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering someone 

in our prayers (whether alive 
or deceased) is always 
important.  Because the 
celebration of the Mass is the 
highest form of worship the 
Church celebrates, the 
practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, 
deceased or living, or for a 

particular intention, is an excellent way of bringing our 
intentions to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the 
church.  It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep 
alive the memory of our loved ones.  Through this 
practice we can maintain that loving bond between 
ourselves and those whom we love.  A Mass can be 
offered on the anniversary of death or on a person’s 
birthday, or at any time.  You may also have a Mass 
celebrated for someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and 
for special intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop by 
the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-mail 
to: secretary@olcjc.org.   

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 
Cultural History Exhibit:  Take part in our exhibit, 

“There To Here” at the Drawing Rooms, 180 Grand 
St., OLC Convent.  You don’t have to be an Artist to 
exhibit.  Bring photos/documents, etc. of your own 
family’s history to Jim at the galleries, Thurs.-Fri. 4-7 
pm and Sat.-Sun. 2-6 pm.  Call 201 823-9393, or 
victoryhall1@msn.com, See bulletin for more information.   

October Seniors Meeting Wednesday Oct 8th at 1pm 
Halloween/Columbus Day meeting in Church Hall at 
1:00pm.  Come in costume and win a prize.  Italian 
lunch to be served, cost $10.  Final payment towards 
$50.00 Stony Hill Trip will be collected.  

The OLC Adult Choir:  The regular choir rehearsal will 
take place Sundays at 6:15 PM.  The choir will sing at 
the 7:00 PM Mass, Sunday evenings.  If there are 
any parishioners at OLC who play a musical 
instrument, we are in need of your musical abilities.  
Contact our wonderful music director Ben Rauch at: 
Directorofmusic@olcjc.org   

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in!   

Coffee & Donuts:  every Sunday after the 10:00 AM 
Mass.  This event is usually held out of doors.   

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, September 21 2014 
Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16c 

Sunday, September 28 2014 
Ez 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for 

your financial support and for 
living your financial commit-
ment to your parish.  We are 
grateful for those who are es-
pecially generous and who 
wish to remain anonymous.  
We need your support for us to 
achieve our weekly collection 

goal of $6,000 per Sunday which is essential to the finan-
cial health of your parish.  For the weekend of Septem-
ber 14, 400 people attended Mass.  The collection 
amounted to $6,029 of which $1,995 was contributed 
by those using ParishPay.  This is $29 above our 
weekly goal.  We again need to thank all of those who 
generously support us!  Always remember that your gift 
is a gift given to the Lord.   

If you have been away from church on vacation or 
traveling, please help us make up our revenue by be-
ing extra generous in the collection.  Thank you.   

PRAYERS FOR ARCHBISHOP MEYERS 
As some of you have already heard, His Grace, 

Archbishop Myers, will be undergoing hip replacement 
surgery and experiencing a time of recuperation over 
the coming weeks. The Archbishop kindly asks that 
you keep him in your prayers.  

Even with noteworthy advances in medical technol-
ogy, there will be some period of recuperation and re-
habilitation. The Archbishop looks forward to a suc-
cessful outcome and appreciates your prayers towards 
the same. Thank you. God Bless. 

TALENTED MUSICIANS! 
Calling All Parishioners at 

OLC who can play a musical in-
strument, or maybe you are 
blessed with a wonderful sing-
ing voice, please contact Ben 
Rauch the OLC Music Director.  
We are in need of your musical 
ability here at our parish.  There 
are many talented individuals 

out there, who can help us out!  Please, don’t hesitate 
to contact Ben Rauch at: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org   

REGISTER WITH YOUR PARISH! 
All Catholics 

should register with a 
parish.  If you have 
been attending OLC it 
is fairly simple to make 
it official.  Come to the 
OLC Rectory any time 

between the hours of 9:30 AM – 5 PM, Monday – Friday, 
and fill out a registration card.  If you have any questions 
do not hesitate to call, 201-434-0798. 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday September 20, 2014 
5:00 pm Francis & Bruno Ruskowski 

From Bruno Ruskowski 
Sunday September 21, 2014 
10:00 am Birthday Blessings to  

George Anthony Koch 
From Mom & Eddie  

12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Richard Rubino 
From Kathy Eckert 
People of the Parish 

Monday September 22, 2014 
12:30 am Benjamin Paz 

From Virginia 
Tuesday September 23, 2014 
12:30 pm Richard M. Rubino 

From Friends 
Wednesday September 24, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 
Thursday September 25, 2014 
12:30 pm Benny Koch 

From Jessica & Conrad Hablitz 
Friday September 26, 2014 
12:30 am 
 

Donald Puckey 
From Noreen Feehan 

Saturday September 27, 2014 
5:00 pm Charles & Mary Czysz 

From Laura Czysz, and  
Cathy, Fred, & Allie Savage 

Sunday September 28, 2014 
10:00 am Intention of Daniel Smith 

From Kathy Eckert   
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Jean Wertswa 
From Teresa Romanski 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your life!   
STEWARDSHIP 

“So the last will be first and 
the first last” - Matthew 20:16 

You’ve heard the saying “it’s 
not where you start but how 
you finish.”  This certainly ap-
plies to this Bible passage.  
We have a responsibility not 
only for our own lives, but for 
the lives of others as well.  

We are called to generously share our gifts with others, not 
hoard them for our own use. Through our gratitude and 
generosity we help each other get to Heaven!  

COUNSELING SERVICE 
A private, independent counseling service will be of-

fering their services utilizing our Counseling Room.  Fol-
low the bulletin for additional details. 

BAPTISM 
GATHERING TO 

REJOICE is the first 
component of our Bap-
tism Program for those 
preparing for the birth of 
their child.  You must 
pre-register for this pro-
gram.  Register online at 
olcjc.org and reference 
“Formation and Sacra-
ments.”  Follow the link to 
“Baptism of Children,” or 

call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are:  
November 2, 2014, January 4, 2015 

GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part of 
our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the bap-
tism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.  

You can register online, by phone, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely  
helpful).  Upcoming dates are: 

October 5, 2014, December 7, 2014 
Please register as parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.    

DRAWING “OFF THE WALL” EXHIBIT 
This month The Victory Hall Drawing Rooms will 

feature our exhibit “Off the Wall” by artists who create 
three dimensional art from two dimensional concepts.  
The artists employ a fantastic variety of inventive ma-
terial to create a new environment.  Join us at the 
Drawing Rooms, 180 Grand St., the OLC Convent, for 
the opening reception Sunday, September 14, 3:00 to 
6:00 pm.  You can stop by or call 201 823-9393, email: 
victoryhall1@msn.com, the galleries are open Thursday - 
Friday 4-7 pm, and Saturday - Sunday 2-6 pm, we look 
forward to seeing you!   

MAKE OUR GARDEN GROW 
Our faith family said a 

sad goodbye recently as our 
friend Donald Puckey 
passed away.  To celebrate 
his contributions to OLC’s 
rectory office and garden, a 
group of parishioners is 
pledging funds to help finish 
the rectory garden.  Once 

the garden is finished, we hope it will be a place for 
quiet contemplation, prayer, and gatherings in the 
midst of our urban area.  You can donate, see the pro-
gress, and/or even lend a hand once the work is com-
pleted to keep our garden growing.  If you want to get 
involved, or offer a donation, please email  
pastor@olcjc.org and bulletin@olcjc.org.  
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JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 
Please consider joining one of our parish minis-

tries, which are always in need of new members.  
Schedules for Masses are flexible and take your pref-
erences and availability into account.  For information, 
call the rectory, speak to Fr. Tom after Mass, or contact 
one of the following persons: 
Altar Servers or Eucharistic Ministers – Fr. Tom, 
OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch, email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10 AM Mass – call OLC rectory   

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Now that the kids are back in school 
and your calendar is full of their activ-
ities, where have you put time for your 
spouse and your Marriage Relation-

ship?  How about making time to enrich your Marriage 
by attending a Marriage Encounter.  It’s a great time 
to rekindle communication and enjoy a weekend away.  
For more information call Mike and Eileen Morgan at 
973-827-9606 or email njwwme@peoplepc.com 

RCIA 
RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation 

for Adults.  It is a program for you if you 
are an adult or teenager who is not bap-
tized (or was baptized in another Chris-
tian community) and you are interested in 
becoming a member of the Catholic 
Church.  RCIA is a program baptized 

Catholics, adults or teens, needing to receive First Holy 
Communion and/or Confirmation.  We invite you to be-
come part of a process of spiritual growth and develop-
ment known as RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults).  If you are interested, please contact the rec-
tory, 201-434-0798, or send an email to the rectory, 
olc@olcjc.org, or feel free to speak Fr. Tom after Mass. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
The loss of a loved one can 

have a tremendous impact on 
our lives and can leave us in 
need of guidance to address our 
feelings and experiences.  St 
Thomas the Apostle Church, 
Bloomfield, NJ, is offering a se-
ries of six sessions for the benefit 
and support of those who have 
lost a loved one and need a sup-
portive, Christian environment to 
address their feelings.  The ses-

sions are on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm, Sep-
tember 17, October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.  The meetings 
will be held at the parish center, 60 Byrd Ave., Bloom-
field, NJ 07003.  To attend, you may contact the Parish 
Center at (973) 338-9190 or Anna Graziano at (973) 
338-9538.  All calls are confidential.   

HISTORICAL PICTURES NEEDED 
Do you have a pictures 
from OLC’s early days in 
the neighborhood? We 
are looking at ways to re-
store the church doors 
and are trying to track 
down images that can 
guide the refurbishing 
process. If you or some-
one you know has a pic-
ture that can help us, 
please send an email to 
pastor@olcjc.org or call the 

rectory at 201-434-0798. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FOR CHILDREN 
We are starting to plan for 

or children’s First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation in 
2015.  It is not too early to 
start the registration process.  
If your child needs to receive 
the sacraments of Reconcili-
ation (Confession), Holy 
Communion or Confirmation, 
please come to the rectory to register for these classes. 

In order to register, please 
bring a legible copy of your 
child’s baptismal certificate.  
There will be a $60 fee.  Clas-
ses will be on Sundays; dates 
will be announced.   

If your child requires the Sac-
rament of Confirmation, please 
have your child register in the 
seventh grade.  We are planning 
a two year program for the recep-
tion of this sacrament. 

Please, register early. 

ST. PETER’S PREP OPEN HOUSE 

Saint Peter’s Prepara-
tory School will be holding 
its 2014 Fall Open House on 
Sunday, October 5, from 
1:00 – 4:00 at the school’s 
campus in historic down-
town Jersey City.  Faculty 
and staff as well as 
coaches, students and par-
ents, will be present to an-

swer questions about the school, and tours of the cam-
pus will be provided.  Founded in 1872, Saint Peter’s 
Prep is an independent, college preparatory school for 
boys and it remains New Jersey’s only Jesuit high 
school.  For more information on the Fall Open House, 
please call 201-547-6389.  
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