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 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 14, 2014 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. David Stump, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 

Fax 
201-985-0918 

Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 

Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 

The OLC School  
201-434-2405 

Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday:    12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from Mass 
after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Parents are 
welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 

 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants to 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 

“They will know we are Chris-

tians by our love” 
 

This sentiment expresses in the clearest 

terms how Christ calls us to define ourselves.  

In our actions and our thoughts, in our rising 

and our laying down, in our words and in our 

spirits we are beings who are embodiments of 

God’s love.  Christ is the ultimate sign of 

God’s Love as we recall John 3:16.  A world 

made imperfect by our faults and sins needed 

a steady shepherd to guide us, and God sent 

Jesus to be our guide and redeemer.  As 

Christ guides us, we too can be lamps to light 

the journey to God and it is rising in promi-

nence among people in the workplace.   

An article in a summer edition of the 

Star-Ledger described the trend in work-

places for people of faith to be able to express their views in constructive ways.  Noting how much time people spend 

working in our society, the article points to a need to make meaning out of our work, and faith is having a strong show-

ing.  In the past, people were often fearful to even mention faith or religion in case of conflict or extended preaching.  

These days, we can be open with our faith and live the simple truth as a clear example to others.  By acting in love and 

bringing ethics to our workplaces, your faith informs your efforts and can bring other faithful people to you.  God does 

not force or command us to follow, but stands arms wide open to welcome us if we acknowledge our need for God and 

our desire to be better individuals.   

If we seek to bring God’s light to the world, we can be very effective through respectful expressions of our faith.  By 

sharing our values and beliefs, and respecting the views of our co-workers, we may build a lasting foundation in our 

workplaces for God.  We are all God’s children, on our own faith journey, and spreading the gentle call of love will 

bring God’s peace to earth.   

With love,  
 

 

 

LECTURE SERIES 

Fr. Tom is planning to introduce a ten part lecture/ 
study group beginning in the fall.  The subject will be “Ca-

tholicism.”  It will be 
based upon a 
video presentation 
with speaker 
Fr. Robert Barron.  
This presentation 
promises to be in-
formative, inspira-
tional and spiritual.  
The group setting 
will also be infor-

mal.  We will gather in the rectory, proposed day Mon-
day, time 7:30 pm, view the video, discuss it and also 
socialize.  Please, follow the bulletin for more details.  
A registration sign-up form available in Church next 
weekend.  Topics will include: 

1. “Amazed and Afraid - The Revelation of God Be-
come Man” 

2. “Happy Are We - The Teachings Of Jesus” 

3. “The Ineffable Mystery of God - That Than Which 
Nothing Greater Can Be Thought” 

4. “Our Tainted Nature’s Solitary Boast - Mary, The 
Mother of God” 

5. "The Indispensable Men - Peter, Paul and The 
Missionary Adventure” 

6. “A Body Both Suffering and Glorious - The Mysti-
cal Union of Christ and The Church” 

7. “Word Made Flesh, True Bread of Heaven - The 
Mystery of The Church’s Sacrament and Wor-
ship” 

8. “A Vast Company of Witnesses - The Commun-
ion of Saints” 

9. “The Fire of His Love - Prayer And The Life of 
The Spirit” 

10. “World Without End - The Last Things” 

FROM THE PASTOR 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
When you pass from this world to 

the next, do you want family and 
friends to remember you?  
Remembering someone in our prayers 
(whether alive or deceased) is always 
important.  It says something about 

how we feel about someone we love.  Because the 
celebration of the Mass is the highest form of worship 
the Church celebrates, the practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, deceased or living, or for a 
particular intention, is an excellent way of bringing our 
intentions to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the 
church.  It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep 
alive the memory of our loved ones.  Through this 
practice we can maintain that loving bond between 
ourselves and those whom we love.  A Mass can be 
offered on the anniversary of death or on a person’s 
birthday, or at any time.  You may also have a Mass 
celebrated for someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and 
for special intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop by 
the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-mail 

to: secretary@olcjc.org.   

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 

Cultural History Exhibit:  Take part in our exhibit, 
“There To Here” at the Drawing Rooms, 180 Grand 
St., OLC Convent.  You don’t have to be an Artist to 
exhibit.  Bring photos/documents, etc. of your own 
family’s history to Jim at the galleries, Thurs.-Fri. 4-7 
pm and Sat.- Sun. 2-6 pm.  Call 201 823-9393, or 
victoryhall1@msn.com.  See bulletin for more information.   

Seniors Meeting Wednesday September 17, 1pm 
Meeting will be in the Church Hall and dues of $10 will 
be collected.  Lunch will be provided by guest speaker, 
Mayor Steven Fulop.  Sign up for lunch and comedy 
trip to Stony Hill in Hackensack, NJ; cost, $50. 

The OLC Adult Choir:  The regular choir rehearsal will 
take place Sundays at 6:15 PM.  The choir will sing at 
the 7:00 PM Mass, Sunday evenings.  If there are 
any parishioners at OLC who play a musical 
instrument, we are in need of your musical abilities.  
Contact our wonderful music director Ben Rauch at: 
Directorofmusic@olcjc.org   

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in!   

Coffee & Donuts:  every Sunday after the 10:00 AM 
Mass.  This event is usually held out of doors.   

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, September 14 2014 
Nm. 21:4b-9; Phil. 2:6-11; Jn. 3:13-17 

Sunday, September 21 2014 
Is. 55:6-9; Phil. 1:20-24, 27; Mt. 20:1-16 

WEEKLY OFFERING 

Thank you so much for your financial 
support and for living your financial com-
mitment to your parish.  We are grateful for 
those who are especially generous and 
who wish to remain anonymous.  We need 

your support for us to achieve our weekly collection goal 
of $6,000 per Sunday which is essential to the financial 
health of your parish.  For the weekend of September 7, 
408 people attended Mass.  The collection amounted 
to $7,878 of which $1,995 was contributed by those us-
ing ParishPay.  This is $1,878 above our weekly goal.   

We again need to thank all of those who gener-
ously support us, especially those who are extra gen-
erous.  We are also grateful for those who, away for the 
summer, contributed more in the collection.  Always re-
member that your gift is a gift given to the Lord.   

If you have been away from church on vacation or 
traveling, please help us make up our revenue by being 
extra generous in the collection.  Thank you.   

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FOR CHILDREN 

We are starting to plan for 
or children’s First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation in 
2015.  It is not too early to 
start the registration process.  
If your child needs to receive 
the sacraments of Reconcili-
ation (Confession), Holy 
Communion or Confirmation, 
please come to the rectory to register for these classes. 

In order to register, please 
bring a legible copy of your 
child’s baptismal certificate.  
There will be a $60 fee.  Clas-
ses will be on Sundays; dates 
will be announced.   

If your child requires the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation, please have 
your child register in the seventh 
grade.  We are planning a two year 
program for the reception of this 
sacrament. 

Please, register early. 

TALENTED MUSICIANS! 

Calling All Parishioners at 
OLC who can play a musical in-
strument, or maybe you are 
blessed with a wonderful singing 
voice, please contact Ben 
Rauch the OLC Music Director.  
We are in need of your musical 
ability here at our parish.  There 

are many talented individuals out there, who can help 
us out!  Please, don’t hesitate to contact Ben Rauch at: 
Directorofmusic@olcjc.org   

mailto:victoryhall1@msn.com
mailto:Directorofmusic@olcjc.org
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday September 13, 2014 
5:00 pm Stanley & Mary Plewan 

From Bruno Ruskowski 

Sunday September 14, 2014 
10:00 am People of the Parish 
12:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Rev. Zbigniew Szymanski, 21st Ann. 
Julia Peña 
From Rey Belalcazar Family 

Monday September 15, 2014 
12:30 am Donald Puckey 

From Doris & Wolfgang Emden 

Tuesday September 16, 2014 
12:30 pm Frank Dwulet 

From Daughter, Dorothy 

Wednesday September 17, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 

Thursday September 18, 2014 
12:30 pm Rose Dobko. 

From Patricia Terranova 

Friday September 19, 2014 
12:30 am 
 

Buenavintura Penaga 
From Evangeline Penaga-Campomanes 

Saturday September 20, 2014 
5:00 pm Francis & Bruno Ruskowski 

From Bruno Ruskowski 

Sunday September 21, 2014 
10:00 am Birthday Blessings to  

George Anthony Koch 
From Mom & Eddie  

12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Richard Rubino 
From Kathy Eckert 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your life!   

STEWARDSHIP 

“For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son…” - 
John 3:16 

God gave us the gift of His 
son so we can enjoy eternal 
salvation. Of all our gifts, our 

life, is the most precious. We belong to God. This is why 
we must take time every day to ask Him how He wants us 
to use the life He has given us.  

REGISTER WITH YOUR PARISH! 

All Catholics should regis-
ter with a parish.  If you have 
been attending OLC it is fairly 
simple to make it official.  
Come to the OLC Rectory any 

time between the hours of 9:30 AM – 5 PM, Monday – 
Friday, and fill out a registration card.  If you have any 
questions do not hesitate to call, 201-434-0798. 

BAPTISM 

GATHERING TO RE-
JOICE is the first compo-
nent of our Baptism Pro-
gram for those preparing for 
the birth of their child.  You 
must pre-register for this 
program.  Register online at 
olcjc.org and reference 
“Formation and Sacra-
ments.”  Follow the link to 
“Baptism of Children,” or call 

the rectory.  Upcoming dates are:  

November 2, 2014, January 4, 2015 

GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part of 
our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the bap-
tism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.  

You can register online, by phone, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely  
helpful).  Upcoming dates are: 

October 5, 2014, December 7, 2014 

Please register as parishioners before attending the 
baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.    

DRAWING “OFF THE WALL” EXHIBIT 

This month The Victory Hall Drawing Rooms will 
feature our exhibit “Off the Wall” by artists who create 
three dimensional art from two dimensional concepts.  
The artists employ a fantastic variety of inventive ma-
terial to create a new environment.  Join us at the 
Drawing Rooms, 180 Grand St., the OLC Convent, for 
the opening reception Sunday, September 14, 3:00 to 
6:00 pm.  You can stop by or call 201 823-9393, email: 
victoryhall1@msn.com, the galleries are open Thursday - 
Friday 4-7 pm, and Saturday - Sunday 2-6 pm, we look 
forward to seeing you!   

MAKE OUR GARDEN GROW 

Our faith family said 
a sad goodbye recently 
as our friend Donald 
Puckey passed away.  
To celebrate his contri-
butions to OLC’s rectory 
office and garden, a 
group of parishioners is 
pledging funds to help 
finish the rectory gar-

den.  Once the garden is finished, we hope it will be a 
place for quiet contemplation, prayer, and gatherings 
in the midst of our urban area.  You can donate, see 
the progress, and/or even lend a hand once the work 
is completed to keep our garden growing.  If you want 
to get involved, or offer a donation, please email  
pastor@olcjc.org and bulletin@olcjc.org.  

mailto:victoryhall1@msn.com
mailto:pastor@olcjc.org
mailto:bulletin@olcjc.org
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JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 

Please consider joining one of our parish minis-
tries, which are always in need of new members.  
Schedules for Masses are flexible and take your pref-
erences and availability into account.  For information, 
call the rectory, speak to Fr. Tom after Mass, or contact 
one of the following persons: 

Altar Servers or Eucharistic Ministers – Fr. Tom, 
OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch, email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10 AM Mass – call OLC rectory   

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

Now that the kids are back in school 
and your calendar is full of their activi-
ties, where have you put time for your 

spouse and your Marriage Relationship?  How about 
making some time to enrich your Marriage by attending 
a Marriage Encounter. It’s a great time to rekindle com-
munication and enjoy a weekend away.  For more 
information call Mike and Eileen Morgan at 973-827-
9606 or email njwwme@peoplepc.com 

RCIA 

RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults.  It is a program for you if you are 
an adult or teenager who is not baptized (or 
was baptized in another Christian commu-
nity) and you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church.  RCIA is a 

program baptized Catholics, adults or teens, needing 
to receive First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation.  
We invite you to become part of a process of spiritual 
growth and development known as RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults).  If you are interested, 
please contact the rectory, 201-434-0798, or send an 
email to the rectory, olc@olcjc.org, or feel free to speak 
Fr. Tom after Mass. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

The loss of a loved one can 
have a tremendous impact on our 
lives and can leave us in need of 
guidance to address our feelings 
and experiences.  St Thomas the 
Apostle Church in Bloomfield, NJ is 
offering a series of six sessions for 
the benefit and support of those 
who have lost a loved one and 
need a supportive, Christian envi-

ronment to address their feelings.  The sessions are on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm, September 17, Oc-
tober 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.  The meetings will be held at 
the parish center, 60 Byrd Ave., Bloomfield, NJ 07003.  
To attend, you may contact the Parish Center at (973) 
338-9190 or Anna Graziano at (973) 338-9538.  All 
calls are confidential.   

HISTORICAL PICTURES NEEDED 

Do you have a pictures from 
OLC’s early days in the neigh-
borhood? We are looking at 
ways to restore the church doors 
and are trying to track down im-
ages that can guide the refur-
bishing process. If you or some-
one you know has a picture that 
can help us, please send an 

email to pastor@olcjc.org or call the rectory at 201-434-0798. 

OLC SCHOOL MILK & MEAL SUPPORT 

The Archdiocese of 
Newark announced that low 
cost, nutritious school meals 
and/or milk will be available 
to all children enrolled in the 
Catholic Schools.  In addi-
tion, meals and/or milk will 
be provided free or at a 
greatly reduced price to chil-
dren from households 

whose gross income is at or below the federal income 
eligibility guidelines.  Applications for Free and Re-
duced Price Meals or Free Milk will be sent to the 
households of all children enrolled in The OLC School.  
Foster children may be eligible for free or reduced 
priced meals and/or free milk.   

Applications are available at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa School.  If a household member be-
comes unemployed or the household size or income 
changes during the school year, parents are encour-
aged to contact the school so that all children receive 
the proper benefits.   

For the school officials to determine eligibility, the 
household must provide the following information listed 
on the application: names of all household members; 
household income received by each household mem-
ber; type of income; frequency of income such as 
weekly, every two weeks, twice a month, monthly or 
annually; and the signature and social security number 
of an adult household member certifying that the infor-
mation provided in correct.  The information provided 
by parents on the application will be kept confidential 
and will be used only for the purpose of determining 
eligibility.   

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) policy, this institution is 
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Of-
fice of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call toll free 
(866)632-9992 (Voice).  TDD users can contact USDA 
through local relay or the Federal Relay at (800) 877-
8339 (TDD) or (866)377-8642 (relay voice users).  
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.   

mailto:elmwwme@peoplepc.com
mailto:olc@olcjc.org
mailto:pastor@olcjc.org

