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        Fifth Sunday of Easter – May 18, 2014 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Ms. Kathleen Church,  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker  

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 
Fax 
201-985-0918 
Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 
Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 
Counseling 
917-312-3303  
www.kathleenchurch.com 
The OLC School  
201-434-2405 
Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday:    12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 am to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from Mass 
after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Parents are 
welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by The Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
The OLC Counseling Center – Well Being on the Waterfront 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Individual, Marriage, and Family Counseling 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants to 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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When Jesus came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.  And then a leper approached, did him 
homage, and said, "Lord, if you wish, you can make me clean."  He 
stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, "I will do it. Be made 
clean."  His leprosy was cleansed immediately.  

–Matthew 8: 1-3  
From the moment of birth, to the final drawing of our last breath, 

the efficacy of human touch is a powerful and mighty force.  Many 
studies cite healing, recovery and a reduction of pain, stress and anxi-
ety because of the natural and non-judgmental touch from caring per-
sons—loved ones and professionals alike.  The power of human touch 
is the force that propels the fundamentals of Christianity. Jesus, Him-
self, knew the power of His miraculous touch and we read many times 
in scripture of the simple, yet extraordinary ways in which He 
changed the lives of the people He touched—physically, emotionally 
and mentally.  

One of the saddest parts of the problem of child sexual abuse and our response to eradicate it is that people are 
afraid to touch others even in a healthy, appropriate and holy way.  We have heard over and over again from teachers, 
clergy and other ministers that they refuse to touch anyone for fear of being labeled or accused or even thought of as a 
person who would harm a child.  In efforts to protect children, is it possible that we may go to the opposite extreme?  Is 
there any negative effect if someone grows up with little or no physical contact?  

Inappropriate touch is wrong.  Appropriate touch is right under most circumstances.  Knowing the balance and 
difference is the key.  Depriving those whom we serve from our healing and affirming touch makes our ministry less ef-
fective—it is a sterile approach that is carefully planned, non-organic and thus appearing awkward and standoffish.  At 
the same time, we maintain the position that we have taught thousands of participants in our Protecting God’s Children 
(PGC) prevention program—that we do not feel the need and urge to hug everyone all the time!  Think about how you 
can use touch effectively when ministering to others.  It can make a world of difference for a scared and crying six year 
old in religious education, an equally scared and aggravated sixteen year old in Confirmation class and a more fearful 
senior who is battling cancer in a hospice.  

Many studies, including those by psychologist Conrad Baars, have found that appropriate, healthy touch is im-
portant in the growth and development of children.  Many individuals who lacked appropriate physical touch and who 
experienced emotional rejection in early childhood grow up believing that they are incapable of loving others or God.  
They may doubt the sincerity of others, and believe that no one could possibly love them.  They may have difficulty es-
tablishing healthy, mature relationships with others.  This emotional isolation can lead to depression. 

As PGC facilitators, we are often asked by program participants if any physical touch of children within our minis-
tries is allowed.  We especially hear this from teachers of young children and coaches.  While it is important for partici-
pants to know the location’s Code of Conduct and ministry guidelines, the answer we give follows the VIRTUS guide-
lines: any touch must be Public, Appropriate, and Nonsexual (PAN is the acronym).   
This healthy, appropriate touch may include:  

A brief pat on the shoulder, shoulder hugs, high fives, helping a very young child tie their shoe laces, bandaging a 
child’s cut or bruise, holding a young child’s hand on the way to the classroom or when crossing the street.  

Inappropriate touching of children within a ministerial relationship includes: 
lingering caresses, kissing on the lips, rubbing one’s body against the child’s, excessive tickling or wrestling, especially 
when hands or feet touch private areas, any touching of genitals and any touch that is meant for sexual gratification.   

The above article is an edited copy of The Healing Power of Touch, authors listed below.  It comes from Virtus, a 
program designed for the protection of children.  For a copy of the complete article, contact Fr. Tom. 

By Paul Ashton, Psy.D., D.Min.  
This article was co-written by Lori Ricupito, Ph.D., CRC, a Collaborator and Facilitator from the Diocese of Buffalo.   

I published this article for several reasons.  Children need affection that they may develop as healthy adults, emo-
tionally well balanced and spiritually strong.  Parents need to know just how important their affection is to their chil-
dren.  Parents need to be aware of that which constitutes inappropriate interaction on the part of other individuals with 
their children.  Children need to become aware, through their parents, of that which constitutes inappropriate behavior 
on the part of other adults.  Remember to always love your children and to show it.  

 

THE HEALING POWER OF TOUCH 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering someone in our 

prayers (whether alive or deceased) is 
always important. Because the 
celebration of the Mass is the highest 
form of worship the Church celebrates, 
the practice of having a Mass “offered” 

for an individual, deceased or living, or for a particular 
intention, is an excellent way of bringing our intentions 
to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the church.  
It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep alive 
the memory of our loved ones.  Through this practice we 
can maintain that loving bond between ourselves and 
those whom we love.  A Mass can be offered on the 
anniversary of death or on a person’s birthday, or at any 
time.  You may also have a Mass celebrated for 
someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and for special 
intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop 
by the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-mail 
to: secretary@olcjc.org.    

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 
2nd Grade First Communion:  Will be held this 

Sunday at OLC – May 18, at both the 10:00 AM 
Mass and also at the 12:30 PM Mass. 

Drug Addicts Anonymous:  Wishes to thank everyone 
in the parish who gave in support of their outreach 
services to the community.  Your generosity and good 
will is greatly appreciated, may God bless you! 

Seniors’ Meeting:  Wednesday, June 11, will be their 
final meeting before the summer break, 1 PM in the 
church hall.  Luncheon will be served.  Cost to be 
determined.  For more info call 201 333-4888. 

OLC “Kids Choir”:  Sunday, May 25, at the 10:00 am 
Mass the OLC children’s choir will be performing.  If 
your children are interested in joining the choir please 
do not hesitate to get in touch with our music director,  
Ben Rauch at Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 

Father’s Day:  Don’t forget to tell your Dad how much 
you love and appreciate him on Sunday June 15. 

40th Anniversary Mass celebration.  Sunday, June 1, 
2014, there will be a 12:30 pm Mass of Thanksgiving 
celebrating Fr. Tom’s Priesthood Anniversary. 

Seniors’ Trip to Amishland, PA:  Wednesday, June 
18.  See this bulletin’s article for details. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in! 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, May 18, 2014 
Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12 

Sunday, May 25, 2014 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 PT 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for 

your financial support and for 
living your financial commit-
ment to your parish.  We are 
grateful for those who are es-
pecially generous and who 
wish to remain anonymous.  
We need your support for us 
to achieve our weekly collec-
tion goal of $ 6,000 per Sunday which is essential to the 
financial health of your parish.  For the weekend of May 
10/11, 566 people attended Mass. The collection 
amounted to $6,335 of which $2,361 was contributed 
by those using ParishPay.  This is $335 above our 
weekly goal.  The Easter collection has risen to 
$28,235.  Thank you, for your generosity! 

CONFIRMANDI 

We congratulate five young parishioners who re-
ceived the Sacrament of Confirmation last Sunday at 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Jersey City.  Bishop Thomas 
Donato was the confirming bishop. 

We extend our gratitude to Jonathan Blevis, our 
Pastoral Minister, who prepared our parishioners for 
their Confirmation.  Mr. Blevis also directed our RCIA 
program and our Liturgy of the Word for our children on 
Sundays. 

CROSS CATHOLIC OUTREACH 
Father Richard Kunzman will be visiting our parish 

the weekend of June 7/8 to speak at all the Masses on 
behalf of “CROSS CATHOLIC OUTREACH”, which 
was founded to create a meaningful link between par-
ishes in America and the priests and nuns working in 
the Church overseas, in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, 
Central and South America. Please be generous in 
your response to father’s appeal. Don’t miss it. We will 
be hosting this Outreach Priest, offering our parish the 
opportunity to share in celebrating the success of the 
Church in helping the poorest of the poor around the 
world.  
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday May 17, 2014 
5:00 pm Frank Judowski, 14th Ann. 

From Wife, children & grandchildren 
Sunday May 18, 2014 
10:00 am Barry Milcarek 

From Anne McLean 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Lucy S. Kirkowski 
From Wally Padulo 
People of the Parish 

Monday May 19, 2014 
12:30 pm Simon Bitar 

From Kerbaj family 

Tuesday May 20, 2014 
12:30 pm Intention of Paul Morrow 

From Michael Gonzalez 

Wednesday May 21, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 

Thursday May 22, 2014 
12:30 pm Roman Opallich & Anna Musella 

From Wladyslawa Opallich 

Friday May 23, 2014 
12:30 pm 
 

Veronica Turk 
From Donald Puckey  

Saturday May 24, 2014 
5:00 pm Joseph Andrews  

From Donald Puckey 
Sunday May 25, 2014 
10:00 am Bruce R. Sandberg 

From Patrice & Michael Cinkewicz 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Edward Secsik 
From Rose Rokosz 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your life! 
SUNDAY REFLECTION 

O God, you sent Jesus, the Good Shepherd, to us to 
guard your flock from those who would steal or slaugh-
ter or destroy.  Help us always to seek his protection 

and listen for his voice.  Amen. 

STEWARDSHIP 
“The very stone which the 

builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone.”  1 Peter 2:7   

Everyone is given unique 
gifts.  Many people are able to 
recognize their talents and 
abilities, but there are many 
people who are unsure of 

their gifts.  This may make them feel worthless.  If you 
know someone who is struggling for a direction in life, 
give them a little encouragement.  Help them discern 
how they might use their skills.  

BAPTISM PROGRAM & SCHEDULE AT OLC 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the 

first component of our Baptism Pro-
gram.  This component is intended for 
those preparing for the birth of their 
child.  It is required that you pre-regis-
ter for this program, or notify the rectory 
that you will attend.  To register, go to 

our website, olcjc.org and reference “Formation and 
Sacraments.”  Follow the link to “Baptism of Children,” 
or call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are: 

July 6, 2014, September 7, 2014, November 2, 2014 
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 

of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.   

You can register for this program by going to the 
parish website or calling the rectory, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely help-
ful).  Please refer below for a list of up-coming dates 
and plan to attend accordingly: 

June 1, 2014, August 3, 2014, October 5, 2014 
Please register to be parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. till 5 p.m.   

ANNUAL EASTER GIFT APPEAL 
As many parishioners know, the 

“Christmas Gift” and “Easter Gift” pro-
grams are longstanding traditions here 
at OLC.  Moneys raised through the 
“Christmas Gift” are dedicated to a spe-
cial capital project.  Donations from the 
“Easter Gift” are dedicated to the operating budget.   

Because we fell short of our Christmas Gift goal, we 
are suggesting that you be as generous as possible at 
this time of the year.  Our suggested gift is $200.  You 
may make your “Easter Gift” in one payment or in install-
ments.  Thank you so very much for your past financial 
generosity.  It is a powerful statement of your dedication 
and love for Christ and for His Church.  We at OLC are 
sincerely grateful.  Regardless of your pledge amount 
whether it is $5.00, $200 or more, you are always in our 
prayers.  God bless you!   

"SERVING GOD AND COUNTRY":  
A MEMORIAL DAY SALUTE 
The Catholic Cemeteries of the Arch-

diocese of Newark will once again, join 
with approximately 1,000 other Catholic 

Cemeteries nation-wide to celebrate “Serving God and 
Country: A Memorial Day Salute to our Heroes.”  With 
that in mind, Memorial Day Mass celebrations will be 
held Monday, May 26, 2014, 11:00 A.M. in Holy Cross 
Cemetery, North Arlington, and Holy Name Cemetery, 
Jersey City.  For information regarding Masses at the 
other Catholic cemeteries, contact the rectory. 
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40TH PRIESTHOOD ANNIVERSARY 
May 25, 2014 will mark the 40th Anniversary of our 

pastor Fr. Tom’s Ordination.  It is a special milestone.  
To mark and celebrate this anniversary, Fr. Tom will 
celebrate a special Mass of Thanksgiving, 12:30 pm, 
Sunday, June 1.  Following the Mass there will be re-
freshments served in the church hall.   

This celebration will be relaxed and informal and all 
are welcome to attend.  Nothing special is required and 
your only gift will be your attendance and well wishes. 

OUR PARISH PICNIC 
Good News!  The weather is finally getting better.  

Winter is giving way to Spring, and Summer is not  far 
behind.  With the coming of 
Summer we start planning our 
parish’s annual picnic.  Set 
your calendar for Sunday, 
June 8.   

The picnic will be at the 
Prep’s court yard on Warren 
Street.  Festivities will start 

after the 12:30 pm Mass and they will continue as long 
as people wish to stay.  Of course, bring your children 
and an appetite.  Be prepared to socialize, meet other 
parishioners and make new friends.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - In the last few years, 
we had many wonderful volunteers to make the picnic 
a success.  We will be requesting volunteers to help 
again.  We will need people to set-up, cook, serve and 
clean-up.  Additionally, we will be requesting people to 
help with children’s activities: face painting, a variety of 
games and activities, etc.  So, be prepared to sign-up. 

Many people like to donate a dessert, a particular 
ethnic food or some other delicacy.  We will welcome 
any such contribution.   

UPCOMING SENIORS’ TRIP 
Time for the seniors’ to have some fun!  Join in on 

one or both of their upcoming trips. 
Trip to Amishland, PA.  Wednesday, June 18.  

Cost is $130 per person.  The package includes per-
formance of “Moses” at the Millennium Theater, dinner 
at Good’n’Plenty Restaurant, outlet shopping, trans-
portation and all tips.  If you have never been there, it 
is a must see! 

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 
Please consider joining one of our 

parish ministries, which are always in 
need of new members.  Schedules for 
Masses are flexible and take your 
preferences and availability into ac-
count.  For information, call the rec-
tory, speak to Fr. Tom after Mass, or 

contact one of the following persons: 

Altar Servers – Fr. Tom, OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch/ email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org 

Eucharistic Ministers – Fr. Tom, OLC, rectory, 201-
434-0798 

Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10 AM Mass – OLC rectory 

Talk to Father Tom, if you are interested in one of 
the above ministries. 

UPDATING THE OLC DIRECTORY 
Help us update our directory!  If you have moved 

but are still attending OLC please call, mail or email the 
rectory to update your information.  There are also 
some families who have been with the parish for a 
while but have never registered.  You can come and 
register Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

FAITH AND SAFETY WEBSITE 
Technological tools are a primary way that 

child predators get into the 
lives of children! 

There is a new website 
from the USCCB to help 
keep children and families 
safe online.  The website is a 
partnership with the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America and it is designed to 
be a place where families learn to see technology 
through the eyes of faith and stay safe online.   The site 
offers guidance on how to use the internet, cell phones 
and video games safely, as well as protecting chil-
dren’s privacy.  www.faithandsafety.org 

One of the interesting sections has to do with ge-
otagging of pictures posted on the internet.  Parents 
and other caring adults don’t realize that pictures they 
post may be giving away the exact location where the 
picture was taken.  This could put their family at risk.  
The article is under the Learn Tab, under cell phones 
and kids.  

OPERATION PLAYGROUND 
“Operation Playground” is well underway.  In 

partnership with the pastor, 
and principal, the “Operation 
Playground” committee and 
school community members, 
we are pleased to see much 
progress being made towards 
our new playground. When 
doors open for the 2014-2015 school year, we are con-
fident that our new playground will also open, located 
on York Street.  To date, we have raised approximately 
$100,000 towards a $300,000 goal.  Whether or not 
you are part of the OLC/LHA community we can make 
this endeavor become a reality.  Here are a few ways 
you can contribute and show your support; attend the 
Spring Fling Carnival. A day of fun and excitement, with 
live entertainment by our students and a variety of 
other activities, May 31.  Simply give.  Log on to the 
school website www.olcschool.org and visit the Giving tab. 
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