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    Fourth Sunday of Easter – May 11, 2014 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Ms. Kathleen Church,  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker  

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 
Fax 
201-985-0918 
Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 
Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 
Counseling 
917-312-3303  
www.kathleenchurch.com 
The OLC School  
201-434-2405 
Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday:    12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 am to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from Mass 
after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Parents are 
welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by The Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
The OLC Counseling Center – Well Being on the Waterfront 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Individual, Marriage, and Family Counseling 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants to 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
We know that Lent is a penitential season of the church year.  It is a time when we not only reflect upon our sinfulness, 

but take positive actions to draw ourselves closer to Christ.  Once Lent concludes, we are drawn into the joy of the Lord’s 
Resurrection that bids us to rejoice and celebrate the fruits of our Lenten journey. 

During Lent, in keeping with its penitential season, we do not celebrate baptisms or First Communions.  Once Lent con-
cludes, we eagerly begin to celebrate these sacraments again.  It is with joy that we celebrate these Sacraments of Christian 
Initiation as members of our parish family are reborn in Christ and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation.  Easter 
celebrates new life and it is very appropriate that we can rejoice as members of our parish family receive these sacraments.   

During this Easter Season we will feature those who were baptized and have received the Sacraments of Christian Initia-
tion.  Let us rejoice with them. 

 

 
 

Margot Lou Dooley 
the daughter of  
James and Cara 

Violet Tobin Feyen 
the daughter of 

Kevin and Jeannine 

Corina Grace Hernandez 
the daughter of 

Ruxandra and Blas 

Oliver Pravin Rasquinha 
the son of 

Priya and Pravin 

We celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism on Sunday, April 27, 2014.  We are happy to welcome four infants into the 
parish family of OLC and we extend our congratulations and blessings upon these babies and their families. 
 
 

OPERATION PLAYGROUND 
“Operation Playground” is NOW underway.  This 

is a cooperative partnership 
with Fr. Tom, the pastor, 
Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli, 
the school principal, the 
“Operation Playground” 
committee and school com-
munity members, who are 
working feverishly toward 

the construction of a newly designed contemporary 
school play-ground.  This play-ground will include the 
newest designs that will challenge children’s physical 
abilities.  The play-ground will be more than a place to 
play but an environment in which children can grow 
physically.  To date the committee is excited and very 
pleased with their progress.  So far, the Committee has 
raised approximately $100,000 towards a $300,000 
goal, we can use as much financial support as possi-
ble.  If you graduated from OLC, please make a dona-
tion.  Thank you. 

MARRIAGE AT OLC 
 

We offer our  

congratulations and  

blessings to 

Elke Pellicano  

and  

Stanley Phillips 

who celebrated their  

Marriage ceremony 

Saturday, 

April 26, 2014. 

 

R E F L E C T I O N S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R  

B A P T I S M S  A T  O L C  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering someone in our 

prayers (whether alive or deceased) is 
always important.  Because the 
celebration of the Mass is the highest 
form of worship the Church celebrates, 
the  practice of having a Mass “offered” 

for an individual, deceased or living, or for a particular 
intention, is an excellent way of bringing our intentions 
to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the church.  
It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep alive 
the memory of our loved ones.  Through this practice we 
can maintain that loving bond between ourselves and 
those whom we love.  A Mass can be offered on the 
anniversary of death or on a person’s birthday, or at any 
time.  You may also have a Mass celebrated for 
someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and for special 
intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop 
by the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-mail 
to: secretary@olcjc.org.    

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 
2nd Grade First Communion Class:  Group B will 

meet– May 11, 8:45 AM.   
8th Grade Confirmation Class:  Next class, May 11, 

11:00 AM.  Mass beforehand at 10 AM 
Seniors’ Meeting:  Wednesday, June 11, will be their 

final meeting before the summer break, 1 PM in the 
church hall.  Luncheon will be served.  Cost to be 
determined.  For more info call 201 333-4888. 

Cathedral Concert Series:  Friday, May 16, 8:00 pm in 
the Cathedral Basilica.  The Cathedral Choir, Soloists, 
The Festival Choir, and The New Jersey Symphony 
Orchestra will present the Bruckner “Te Deum” along 
with other pieces.  For more info call the Cathedral 
Music Office at 973 484-2400. 

Mother’s Day:  Don’t forget to tell your Mom how much 
you love her this Sunday May 11. 

Seniors’ Trip to Niagara Falls:  May 12 – 16.   
40th Anniversary Mass celebration.  Sunday, June 1, 

2014, there will be a 12:30 pm Mass of Thanksgiving 
celebrating Fr. Tom’s Priesthood Anniversary. 

Seniors’ Trip to Amishland, PA:  Wednesday, June 
18.  See this bulletin’s article for details. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in! 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, May 11, 2014 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn. 10:1-10 

Sunday, May 18, 2014 
Acts 6:1-7; 1 PT 2:4-9; Jn. 14:1-12 

A MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER 
I wish I could come in to you as my  
mother used to come to me in the 
many illnesses I used to have – and as 
your mother must have come to  
you – like Life when I was empty of life 
- so freshly quiet and comforting, 
like sweet cool water, because I knew  
she loved me and bore me in her 
thought, and I had no fear.  Always a  
peace was laid then upon my restlessness.   
I drank from her presence, and  
for the moments she stayed my memory 
of suffering is as of a step by which 
I mounted to a clearer joy in feeling her, 
a more exquisite sense of her.* 

*I Care About Your Happiness, Quota-
tions from the Love Letters of Kahlil Gi-

bran and Mary Haskell. 
We dedicate this pas-

sage to all mothers, step-
mothers, Godmothers and 
all women who have come 
to us, their children, in our 
needs, bearing comfort and 
love. 

Happy Mother’s Day 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your fi-

nancial support and for living your fi-
nancial commitment to your parish.  
We are grateful for those who are 
especially generous and who wish 
to remain anonymous.  We need 
your support for us to achieve our 
weekly collection goal of $ 6,000 per Sunday which is es-
sential to the financial health of your parish.  For the 
weekend of May 3/4, 450 people attended Mass. The 
collection amounted to $6,064 of which $2,361 was 
contributed by those using ParishPay.  This is $64 
above our weekly goal.  The Easter collection has risen 
to $26,025.  Thank you, for your generosity! 

"SERVING GOD AND COUNTRY":  
A MEMORIAL DAY SALUTE 

The Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese of 
Newark will once again, join with ap-
proximately 1,000 other Catholic Ceme-
teries nation-wide to celebrate “Serving 
God and Country: A Memorial Day Sa-
lute to our Heroes.”  With that in mind, 

Memorial Day Mass celebrations will be held Monday, 
May 26, 2014, 11:00 A.M. in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
North Arlington, and Holy Name Cemetery, Jersey 
City.  For information regarding Masses at the other 
Catholic cemeteries, contact the rectory. 

660 – Page 3 



MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday May 10, 2014 
5:00 pm Mary & Stanley Plewan, Sr. 

From Bruno Ruskowski 
Sunday May 11, 2014 
10:00 am Kavita Arumugan 

From Karen & Jitin 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Intention of Theresa Costarino 
From daughter 
People of the Parish 

Monday May 12, 2014 
12:30 pm Intention of Doris Emden 

From Donald Puckey 

Tuesday May 13, 2014 
12:30 pm Bonifacio Lapade 

From children & grandchildren 

Wednesday May 14, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 

Thursday May 15, 2014 
12:30 pm Margaret Presko 

From Donald Puckey 

Friday May 16, 2014 
12:30 pm 
 

Intention of Bob Heugle & family 
From Mike Burke & family 

Saturday May 17, 2014 
5:00 pm Frank Judowski, 14th Ann. 

From Wife, children & grandchildren 
Sunday May 18, 2014 
10:00 am Barry Milcarek 

From Anne McLean 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Lucy S. Kirkowski 
From Wally Padulo 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your life! 

STEWARDSHIP 
“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and 

be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ…”  Acts 2:38   

The word “repent” means to turn 
from sin, to change our actions.  
When it comes to change, do we 

take responsibility for change or do we think that oth-
ers have to change instead?  Change that is perma-
nent comes from within, we must take control and be 
disciplined.  Remember though that we are not alone, 
Jesus is there to help lighten the load.   

SUNDAY REFLECTION 
O God, you sent Jesus, the Good Shepherd, to us to 

guard your flock from those who would steal or slaugh-
ter or destroy.  Help us always to seek his protection 

and listen for his voice.  Amen. 

BAPTISM PROGRAM & SCHEDULE AT OLC 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the 

first component of our Baptism Pro-
gram.  This component is intended for 
those preparing for the birth of their 
child.  It is required that you pre-regis-
ter for this program, or notify the rectory 
that you will attend.  To register, go to 

our website, olcjc.org and reference “Formation and 
Sacraments.”  Follow the link to “Baptism of Children,” 
or call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are: 

July 6, 2014, September 7, 2014, November 2, 2014 
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 

of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.   

You can register for this program by going to the 
parish website or calling the rectory, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely help-
ful).  Please refer below for a list of up-coming dates 
and plan to attend accordingly: 

June 1, 2014, August 3, 2014, October 5, 2014 
Please register to be parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. till 5 p.m.   

ANNUAL EASTER GIFT APPEAL 
As many parishioners know, the 

“Christmas Gift” and “Easter Gift” 
programs are longstanding tradi-
tions here at OLC.  Moneys raised 
through the “Christmas Gift” are 
dedicated to a special capital pro-
ject.  Donations from the “Easter 
Gift” are dedicated to the operating budget.   

Because we fell short of our Christmas Gift goal, we 
are suggesting that you be as generous as possible at 
this time of the year.  Our suggested gift is $200.  You 
may make your “Easter Gift” in one payment or in install-
ments.  Thank you so very much for your past financial 
generosity.  It is a powerful statement of your dedication 
and love for Christ and for His Church.  We at OLC are 
sincerely grateful.  Regardless of your pledge amount 
whether it is $5.00, $200 or more, you are always in our 
prayers.  God bless you!   

Additionally, we strongly suggest enrolling in Parish-
Pay.  This will help us immensely with parish finances.   

PLATELET DONORS URGENTLY NEEDED AT 
COMMUNITY BLOOD SERVICES! 

Community Blood Services URGENTLY needs 
platelet donors to help seriously ill patients in our com-
munity hospitals.  Anyone interested in scheduling an 
appointment to donate platelets or learning more about 
becoming a platelet donor can call 201-251-3733.  
Please visit our website at www.communitybloodser-
vices.org for times and locations. 
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40TH PRIESTHOOD ANNIVERSARY 
May 25, 2014 will mark the 40th anniversary of 

Fr. Tom’s ordination.  It is a special milestone.  To mark 
and celebrate this anniversary, Fr. Tom will celebrate a 
special Mass of Thanksgiving, 12:30 pm, Sunday, 
June 1.  Following the Mass there will be refreshments 
served in the church hall.   

This celebration will be relaxed and informal and all 
are welcome to attend.  Nothing special is required and 
your only gift will be your attendance and well wishes. 

‘A Day of Comfort and Hope’ 
The Office of Family Life Ministries of the Archdio-

cese of Newark invites all parents who have suffered 
the loss of a child to attend ‘A Day of Comfort and 
Hope’, Saturday, June 7, 2014 at Notre Dame RC 
Church, 359 Central Avenue, North Caldwell.  This full-
day retreat affords bereaved parents the opportunity to 
join together in a caring, spiritual setting for prayer, 
meditation, discussion, presentations, fellowship and 
Holy Mass.  Pre-registration is required by May 28; 
space is limited.  For information, please contact the 
Family Life Office at 973-497-4327.  

OUR PARISH PICNIC 
Good News!  The weather is finally getting better.  

Winter is giving way to Spring, and Summer is not  far 
behind.  With the coming of Sum-
mer we start planning our parish’s 
annual picnic.  Set your calendar 
for Sunday, June 8.   

The picnic will be at the 
Prep’s court yard on Warren 
Street.  Festivities will start after 

the 12:30 pm Mass and they will continue as long as 
people wish to stay.  Of course, bring your children and 
an appetite.  Be prepared to socialize, meet other pa-
rishioners and make new friends.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - In the last few years, 
we had many wonderful volunteers to make the picnic 
a success.  We will be requesting volunteers to help 
again.  We will need people to set-up, cook, serve and 
clean-up.  Additionally, we will be requesting people to 
help with children’s activities: face painting, a variety of 
games and activities, etc.  So, be prepared to sign-up. 

Many people like to donate a dessert, a particular 
ethnic food or some other delicacy.  We will welcome 
any such contribution.   

UPCOMING SENIORS’ TRIP 
Time for the seniors’ to have some fun!  Join in on 

one or both of their upcoming trips. 
Trip to Amishland, PA.  Wednesday, June 18.  

Cost is $130 per person.  The package includes per-
formance of “Moses” at the Millennium Theater, dinner 
at Good’n’Plenty Restaurant, outlet shopping, trans-
portation and all tips.  If you have never been there, it 
is a must see! 

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 
Please consider joining one of 

our parish ministries, which are al-
ways in need of new members.  
Schedules for Masses are flexible 
and take your preferences and 
availability into account.  For infor-
mation, call the rectory, speak to 
Fr. Tom after Mass, or contact 
one of the following persons: 

Altar Servers – Fr. Tom, OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch/ email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org 
Eucharistic Ministers – Fr. Tom, OLC, rectory, 201-
434-0798 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10 AM Mass – OLC rectory 

Talk to Father Tom, if you are interested in one of 
the above ministries. 

UPDATING THE OLC DIRECTORY 
Help us update our directory!   If you have moved 

but are still attending OLC please call, mail or email the 
rectory to update your information.  There are also 
some families who have been with the parish for a 
while but have never registered.  You can come and 
register Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

FAITH AND SAFETY WEBSITE 
Technological tools are a primary way that 

child predators get into the 
lives of children! 

There is a new website 
from the USCCB to help 
keep children and families 
safe online.  The website is a 
partnership with the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America and it is designed to 
be a place where families learn to see technology 
through the eyes of faith and stay safe online.   The site 
offers guidance on how to use the internet, cell phones 
and video games safely, as well as protecting chil-
dren’s privacy.  www.faithandsafety.org 

One of the interesting sections has to do with ge-
otagging of pictures posted on the internet.  Parents 
and other caring adults don’t realize that pictures they 
post may be giving away the exact location where the 
picture was taken.  This could put their family at risk. 
The article is under the Learn Tab, under cell phones 
and kids.  

DOWNTOWN HARVEST CSA 
Our Downtown Harvest Community Supported Ag-

riculture group is a nonprofit that provides fresh, or-
ganic produce for members once a week. Members 
share in the risks and rewards of the farmer and pro-
mote good stewardship and community relationships. 
For info visit the website at http://www.downtownharvest.org.  
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