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First Sunday of Lent – March 9, 2014

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Ms. Kathleen Church,  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker  

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 

Fax 
201-985-0918 

Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 

Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 

Counseling 
917-312-3303  
www.kathleenchurch.com 

The OLC School  
201-434-2405 

Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday - Friday:  12:30 pm (Church open from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for 
children 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from 
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  
Parents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by The Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
The OLC Counseling Center – Well Being on the Waterfront 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Individual, Marriage, and Family Counseling 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in 
joyfully giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, 
embraces the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City 
waterfront. 

 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants 
to Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now 
live in our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a 
cherished icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our 
historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
You may have read, or heard about, an article published in the Star-Ledger two weeks ago entitled, “Archbishop’s 

Pricy Retirement Home.”  The article speaks about “a 4,500 square foot home on 8.2 wooded acres in the hills of 
Hunterdon County.  It has five bedrooms, three full bathrooms, a three-car garage and a big outdoor pool.”  It is valued 
at $800,000.  The article continues, “But, it’s not quite roomy enough for Newark Archbishop John J Myers.  Presently, 
the Archdiocese is building a three story, 3,000 square foot addition in anticipation of the Archbishop’s retirement.  This 
new wing will include an indoor exercise pool, a hot tub, three fireplaces, a library and an elevator.”  This addition will 
cost $500,000. 

When news of this broke, it raised an uproar at a time when the Archdiocese was conducting the 2014 Archbishop’s An-
nual Appeal (AAA).  Questions were raised: Was money from the AAA being used to fund this project?  Why was this money 
being spent on this when schools were closing?  How transparent is the Archdiocese?  What other properties does the Arch-
diocese own?   

The Archdiocesan spokesperson, Jim Goodness, claimed money for this property came from the sale of a home, do-
nated to the Archdiocese that was sold in 2002.  Additionally, Goodness maintains that no AAA moneys are being used 
to fund this addition, but this money has come from the sale of other, un-needed, properties.  Goodness also stated that 
Appeal moneys are given as rebates to parishes, are used to fund Catholic Charity programs, support the seminaries 
and retired priests, to hospital ministries and other charitable works of mercy.   

All of Goodness’s statements are undoubtedly true, and there is no reason to doubt Goodness’s assertion, but people 
question, “Does the Archbishop get it?”  This is particularly true when the Holy Father is “calling upon the clergy to 
live a simpler lifestyle and to be in touch with their people.”  For years, retired bishops have lived in modest residences, 
rectories and priest retirement homes.  Many are questioning the excesses of this house expansion; and, it is under-
standable that so many parishioners are angry.  This past weekend the Star-Ledger published another front-page arti-
cle, “Righteous Anger.”  The article details a great deal of parishioner’s resentments indicating some are withholding 
their donations to the AAA.   

However, speaking to some people, they will still contribute to the Archbishop’s Appeal.  They know that withhold-
ing their donations will not harm the Archbishop, but only hurt those most in need of these Archdiocesan charities.  If 
you plan to withhold your Appeal contribution, please reconsider.  Make your donation for the sake of helping those 
most in need of these services.  Do not be guilty of doing what is wrong, reacting to what you perceive as another’s 
wrong behavior.   

All of the articles featured by the Star-Ledger raise another question.  What is the motivation of the Star-Ledger in 
running this story so vehemently?  To sell papers?  Cripple the Archbishop’s Appeal?  Take down the Archbishop?  
Does the newspaper have a hidden agenda?  Some have suggested that if you wish to address the issue more effectively, 
do not withhold your contributions.  Rather, send your letters and news clippings to the Holy Father.  He has been 
known to pick up the phone and personally call people.  He may even phone the Archbishop. 

 
 
 

BAPTISM PROGRAM & SCHEDULE AT OLC 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the first component 

of our Baptism Program.  This 
component is intended for those 
preparing for the birth of their child.  
It is required that you pre-register 
for this program, or notify the 
rectory that you will attend.  To 
register, go to our website, olcjc.org 
and reference “Formation and Sac-
raments.”  Follow the link to 

“Baptism of Children,” or call the rectory.  Upcoming 
dates are: 

May 4, 2014, July 6, 2014, September 7, 2014 

GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 
of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 

baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.   

You can register for this program by going to the 
parish website or calling the rectory, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely 
helpful).  Please refer below for a list of up-coming 
dates and plan to attend accordingly: 

April 6, 2014, June 1, 2014, August 3, 2014 

Please register to be parishioners before attending 
the baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory 
Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. till 5 p.m.    

Almost all parishes, including OLC, do not cele-
brate the Sacrament of Baptism during Lent.  How-
ever, Lent is a good time to attend the Baptism ses-
sions.   

A W O R D F R O M O U R P A S T O R
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering someone 

in our prayers (whether alive 
or deceased) is always 
important.  Because the 
celebration of the Mass is the 
highest form of worship the 
Church celebrates, the 
practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, 

deceased or living, or for a particular intention, is an 
excellent way of bringing our intentions to God.  This is 
a long standing tradition in the church.  It is also a 
devotional practice whereby we keep alive the memory 
of our loved ones.  Through this practice we can 
maintain that loving bond between ourselves and those 
whom we love.  A Mass can be offered on the 
anniversary of death or on a person’s birthday, or at 
any time.  You may also have a Mass celebrated for 
someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and for special 
intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop 
by the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-
mail to: secretary@olcjc.org.    

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 

2nd Grade First Communion Class:  Group A will 
meet March 16, Group B – March 23,   8:45 AM.   

8th Grade Confirmation Class:  Next class, March 16 
at 11:00 AM.  Mass beforehand at 10 AM 

Seniors:  Wednesday, March 12, St. Patrick’s Day 
meeting.  Catered luncheon.  Cost $15.00 

Seniors’ Trip:  Trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse Friday, 
March 14, in Hampton, NJ, (88 Route 173 West).  The 
cost is $52, which will include:  lunch, a play, 
transportation, and all taxes and tips.  Bus will leave 
221 Warren St. at 9:30 A.M., and then proceed to 72 
Montgomery, 100 Montgomery and 500 Manila.  201-
333-4888 

Seniors:  Easter meeting, Wednesday, April 9 at 1 PM 
in the church hall.  Lunch will be served.  Cost TBD 

OLC Fish Fry:  Saturday, April 5, 6 PM – 8 PM, will be 
held in the Prep Dining Hall on Grand and Warren Sts. 

Seniors Trip:  Wednesday, April 30, trip to the Stony Hill 
Inn in Hackensack for lunch and entertainment.  Cost 
$50.  Bus will leave 221 Warren St. at 9:30 AM then to 
72 & 100 Montgomery Sts., and 500 Manila Ave.  

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in! 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, March 9, 2014 
Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11 

Sunday, March 16, 2014 
Gn 12:1-4a; 2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your 

financial support and for living your 
financial commitment to your parish.  
We are grateful for those who are 
especially generous and who wish to 
remain anonymous.  We need your 
support for us to achieve our weekly 
collection goal of $6,000 per Sunday.  Reaching this 
goal, and exceeding it, is essential to the financial health 
of your parish. 

For the weekend of March 1/2, 393 people 
attended Mass.  The collection amounted to $7,955 of 
which $2,075 was contributed by those using 
ParishPay.  This is $1,955 above our weekly goal.   

We are continuing our Christmas Gift Appeal.  
Contributions have risen to $66,023, but this is short 
of our $75,000 goal.  We have reached 88% of our 
goal.  With only a little under $9,000 left to meet our 
goal, could you make a “Christmas Gift” to the parish 
to help us make our goal?  If you haven’t given, now 
is the time.  We thank you for being so generous.  

This appeal continues to be important to the 
parish since we need to work on a number of 
improvement projects.  Everyone can help.  

DOWNTOWN HARVEST COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE (CSA) 

Our CSA, Downtown Harvest group, is now pre-
paring for their upcoming season.  The CSA is a not-
for-profit group for members who want to enjoy fresh, 
organic produce, grow a more direct relationship with 
our community, and promote stewardship of our earth 
by fostering sustainable agriculture.  During the har-
vest season, once a week the farmer brings the 
members’ weekly share for distribution at the parish 
garage. Members share in the risks and the rewards 
of the farmer.  For membership information, please 
visit the website at http://www.downtownharvest.org/ or e-
mail downtownharvest@yahoo.com.   

WOMEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION 
Women, this is a day made just for you.  “Be Not 

Afraid:  Rejoice in God’s Mercy” is a day of reflection 
which is sponsored by the Archdiocese of Newark’s 
Women’s Commission on Saturday, April 26, 2014, 
8:30 am – 4:30 pm, held at Seton Hall University, 400 
South Orange, NJ.  Reflect as you listen to dynamic 
speakers and beautiful music.  You will be given the op-
portunity to attend confession, Holy Hour and Mass.  
Continental breakfast and lunch are included.  
Guest speakers: 
Helen Alvare, J.D. Associate Professor of Law who is 

an expert on marriage, family and women’s issues. 
Sr. Mary Gabriel, S.V. Sisters of Life. 

Cost: $25, $20 for seniors and students (18-22 years) 
Register at www.rcan.org/womcom or for more information 
call Sarah at the OLC rectory at 201-434-0798. 
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MMAASSSS  IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK 

Saturday March 8, 2014 
5:00 pm Cynthia Weaver, 1st Ann. 

From Husband & Daughter, Kaitlin 

Sunday March 9, 2014 
10:00 am Francis Michael Flannery 

From Reyes family 
12:30 pm Helen Siwik 

From family  
7:00 pm People of the Parish 

Monday March 10, 2014 
12:30 pm Sophie Bilyk 

From Mark Romanski 
Tuesday March 11, 2014 
12:30 pm Helen Siwik 

From family 

Wednesday March 12, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 

Thursday March 13, 2014 
12:30 pm Santiago Bitar 

From Kerbaj family 

Friday March 14, 2014 
12:30 pm Brian & Anita Rydwin 

From Rose Rokosz & sons 

Saturday March 15, 2014 
5:00 pm Stanislaw Stapinski, 56th Ann. 

From Terri & Ted, children 

Sunday March 16, 2014 
10:00 am Helen Siwik 

From family 
12:30 pm Edward Secsik 

From Rose Rokosz 
7:00 pm People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your 
life! 

STEWARDSHIP 
“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and 

him alone shall you serve.”   
Matthew 4:10 

Tempted between the 
riches and power of this world 
and service to God, Jesus 

chose service to His Father.  If we wish to truly follow 
Jesus, we, too, must decide to turn away from power 
and riches and put God at the center of our lives. 

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
The Peter’s Pence 

Collection unites us in 
solidarity to the Holy Father 
and his works of charity to 
those in need.  Pope 
Francis spoke of our 
responsibility before the world and creation, “There is 
much that we can do to benefit the poor, the needy, 
and those who suffer; and to favor justice, promote 

reconciliation, and build peace.”  Please be generous 
this weekend as you donate to the Peter’s Pence 
Collection. 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
Thank you to the many famil ies who have al-

ready contributed the Archbishop's Annual Appeal!  
This is a perfect opportunity for us to reflect on God 
's generosity to us.  

There are so many ways 
God is made visible in the world 
around us. Our Church of New-
ark, which serves Hudson, Es-
sex, Union and Bergen coun-
ties, sees God in the hundreds 
of thousands of people it takes 

care of every year by teaching, sheltering and caring 
for all who come to it for help. 

The Archbishop's Annual Appeal plays an im-
portant role in providing evangelistic opportunities 
for people of all stages of life.  Through the Annual 
Appeal, the Archdiocese promotes several events to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  These in-
clude the Men's and Women's Commissions, 
Stewardship Day, in addition to parish-based pro-
grams such as Disciples in Mission, Cornerstone 
and Why Catholic.  In fact, the Men's Commission is 
scheduled to take place on Saturday, March 15, 
Seton Hall University.  Please visit their website to 
learn more: https://www.rcanmenscommission.org  

The Women's Day of Reflection is scheduled to 
take place on Saturday, April 26 at Seton Hall Uni-
versity. Please visit their website to learn more: 
http://www.rcan.org/womcom  

The Archdiocese can only offer assistance to 
these Evangelistic outreaches because of your gen-
erosity to the Archbishop's Annual Appeal. Won't 
you please take a moment to fill out a pledge card?  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

To learn more about the ministries of the Arch-
diocese  of Newark, please visit www.rcan.org/aaa, 
like us on facebook at ‘Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Newark' or tweet us at @NwkArchdiocese   

HOST A CATHOLIC EXCHANGE STUDENT! 
EMF is a small non-profit, foreign-exchange stu-

dent organization looking for caring 
host families in your community, and 
they need help!  They have  Catholic 
students from Germany and Spain 
who would like to come for the 2014-
2015 school year and are waiting for 

their match with a volunteer host family. It is not too 
early for host families to apply because in many 
school districts spaces for exchange students are lim-
ited. 

For more information on EMF students, please 
call Marie-Claude Dijoud now at 1-800-467-8363 or 
visit our web site at www.emfusa.org. 
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4th ANNUAL FISH & CHIPS NIGHT 
We are hosting our 4th Annual 

Fish & Chips Night on Saturday, 
April 5, 6 pm to 8 pm in the Prep 
Dining Hall (previously St. Peter’s 
church), corner of Grand and Van 
Vorst Street.  The Prep Dining Hall 
is handicap accessible and it is only 
a short walk from the church.   

Tickets are $13, but for all you bargain hunters we are 
offering the deal of 4 tickets for $50.  You will be able to 
enjoy your meal in the Prep Dining Hall or take it home.  All 
meals will be cooked fresh onsite; nothing is pre-cooked 
and reheated.   

Set the date aside on your calendar!  Purchase 
your tickets as soon as possible, because we do have 
limited seating in the Prep Hall.  This is an event that 
you will not want to miss.  Come alone, bring a friend, 
or come as a group and we’ll set aside a table for your 
party!  Water, coffee and soda is provided, but you may 
also bring your own favorite beverage.  Tickets will 
soon be for sale after Mass and at the Rectory. 

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR LECTORS 
Please, please pick up your 

handbooks from the sacristy.  There 
are still some which have not been 
claimed.   

 
LENTEN RETREATS 

Retreats will be held at the Benedictine Center 
for Spirituality, 851 North Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ  

March 14-16, Discernment for Daily Life. St. 
Paul tells us to test the spirits to see if they are of 
God.  How do we listen to the spirit of God?  Week-
end $135, Saturday only: $30.  Lunch included. 

April 4-6, The God Connection.  Is God a real 
part of my life or just a nice idea? How do I connect 
with God daily. Cost: Weekend $135,   Saturday 
only,  $30.  Lunch included. 

April 6, Lecture:  A Christ-Based Lent. 
Fr. Anthony Randazzo, Pastor, Notre Dame Parish, 
North Caldwell, NJ 

April 17-20, Holy Week Retreat for Women.  
Thursday at 1 PM until Easter Sunday at 1:30 PM.  
Conferences will be related to the Holy Week Lit-
urgy.  $175. 

For more information call : 908-353-3028, or email: 
maritaosb@aol.com,  www.catholicforum.com/bensisnj  

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 
Please consider joining one 

of our parish ministries, which 
are always in need of new 
members.  Schedules for 
Masses are flexible and take 
your preferences and availability 
into account.  For information, 

call the rectory, speak to Fr. Tom after Mass, or con-
tact one of the following persons: 
Altar Servers – Sarah at the rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch/ email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org  
Eucharistic Ministers – Sarah, rectory, 201-434-0798 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10 AM Mass – Sarah, rectory. 

MARRIAGE ENOUNTER 
How do you rate your marriage?  

___ Excellent  ___ Good ____ Average ____ So So 
If you have checked any of the above, you are 

great candidates for a marriage 
enrichment presentation by 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend!  It’s a beautiful 
weekend experience designed for 
couples of all ages and 
backgrounds. It will take you from 
where you are to another level!   

Make 2014 special by devoting one weekend to one 
of the most important relationship in your life. For 
more information call Mike and Eileen Morgan at 1 
877 697-9963 ext.7 or email njwwme@peoplepc.com 

Military families, are you getting ready to de-
ploy?  Is your family trying to reconnect after deploy-
ment?  Marriage Encounter offers tools of communi-
cation that have kept many military marriages strong 
and happy through out the ups and downs of military 
service.  Contact your local chaplain or call 1 877 
697-9963 ext. 7 for more information. 

SHOPPING CAN EARN MONEY FOR OLC! 
If you shop online, you can benefit OLC – at no 

cost to you.  Most major retailers 
participate in Goodshop.com.  
Select OLC, shop through 
Goodshop, and a percentage of 
your purchase will be donated to OLC.  You can even 
download a toolbar to make it easier.  You can also 
earn a penny per internet search using Good-
search.com. 

If you have a Target RedCard, you can benefit 
OLC School by designating the school.  1% of your 
purchases on the card will be donated to the School, 
at no additional cost to you, through the Take Charge 
of Education program. 

REGISTER WITH YOUR PARISH! 
All Catholics should be registered with a parish.  If 

you have been attending 
OLC it is fairly simple to 
make it official.  Come to the 
OLC Rectory any time 
between the hours of 9:30 
AM – 5 PM, Monday – 

Friday, and fill out a registration card.  If you have any 
questions do not hesitate to call.  201-434-0798 


