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Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 30, 2014

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Ms. Kathleen Church,  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker  

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 

Fax 
201-985-0918 

Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 

Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 

Counseling 
917-312-3303  
www.kathleenchurch.com 

The OLC School  
201-434-2405 

Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday - Friday:  12:30 pm (Church open from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for 
children 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from 
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  
Parents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by The Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
The OLC Counseling Center – Well Being on the Waterfront 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Individual, Marriage, and Family Counseling 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in 
joyfully giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, 
embraces the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City 
waterfront. 

 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants 
to Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now 
live in our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a 
cherished icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our 
historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
During this Lenten Season, I wish to draw upon our Holy Father’s Lenten Message, which is very inspiring.  He writes,  

“As Lent draws near, I would like to offer some helpful thoughts on our path of conversion as individuals and as a com-
munity.  These insights are inspired by the words of Saint Paul: ‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich’ (2 Cor 8:9).  The Apos-
tle was writing to the Christians of Corinth to encourage them to be generous in helping the faithful in Jerusalem who were in 
need.  What do these words of Saint Paul mean for us Christians today?  What does this invitation to poverty, a life of evan-
gelical poverty, mean for us today?”. 

“First of all, it shows us how God works.  He does not reveal himself cloaked in worldly power and wealth but rather in 
weakness and poverty: "though He was rich, yet for your sake he became poor …". Christ, the eternal Son of God, one with 
the Father in power and glory, chose to be poor; he came amongst us and drew near to each of us; he set aside his glory 
and emptied himself so that he could be like us in all things (cf. Phil 2:7; Heb 4:15).  God’s becoming man is a great mystery!  
But the reason for all this is his love, a love which is grace, generosity, a desire to draw near, a love which does not hesitate 
to offer itself in sacrifice for the beloved.  Charity, love, is sharing with the one we love in all things.  Love makes us similar, it 
creates equality, it breaks down walls and eliminates distances. God did this with us.  Indeed, Jesus "worked with human 
hands, thought with a human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a human heart.  Born of the Virgin Mary, he truly 
became one of us, like us in all things except sin." (Gaudium et Spes, 22).” 

The Holy Father’s message not only speaks about Jesus’ poverty, but calls us also to witness to that poverty in our own 
lives.  He continues to write, 

“In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to confront the poverty of our brothers and sisters, to touch it, to make it 
our own and to take practical steps to alleviate it….  In the poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; by loving and helping the 
poor, we love and serve Christ.  Our efforts are also directed to ending violations of human dignity, discrimination and abuse in 
the world, for these are so often the cause of destitution.  When power, luxury and money become idols, they take priority over 
the need for a fair distribution of wealth.  Our consciences thus need to be converted to justice, equality, simplicity and sharing.” 

Dear brothers and sisters, may this Lenten season find the whole Church ready to bear witness to all those who live in 
material, moral and spiritual destitution the Gospel message of the merciful love of God our Father, who is ready to embrace 
everyone in Christ.  We can do this to the extent that we imitate Christ who became poor and enriched us by his poverty.  
Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order to help and enrich others 
by our own poverty.  Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self-denial is real without this dimension of penance. I dis-
trust a charity that costs nothing and does not hurt. 

The Holy Father’s message is so consistent with the message of the Gospel and his life style provides such a great witness 
to the life of poverty found in the life of Christ.  May the unconditional love of Jesus inspire you to embrace this same poverty 
and display it in the actions of your life.  Make a sacrifice for Lent with the same spirit as Jesus embraced poverty.  Give to a 
charity, or support the Archdiocesan Appeal. 

A complete copy of the Holy Father’s Lenten message will be found on the Vatican website. 

 
 

BAPTISM PROGRAM & SCHEDULE AT OLC 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the first component 

of our Baptism Program.  This 
component is intended for those 
preparing for the birth of their child.  
It is required that you pre-register 
for this program, or notify the 
rectory that you will attend.  To 
register, go to our website, olcjc.org 
and reference “Formation and Sac-

raments.”  Follow the link to “Baptism of Children,” or 
call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are: 

May 4, 2014, July 6, 2014, September 7, 2014 

GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 
of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.   

You can register for this program by going to the 
parish website or calling the rectory, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely 
helpful).  Please refer below for a list of up-coming 

dates and plan to attend accordingly: 
April 6, 2014, June 1, 2014, August 3, 2014 

Please register to be parishioners before attending 
the baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory 
Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. till 5 p.m.    

Almost all parishes, including OLC, do not cele-
brate the Sacrament of Baptism during Lent.  How-
ever, Lent is a good time to attend the Baptism ses-
sions.   

EASTER FLOWER COLLECTION 
We are conducting our Easter 

Flower Collection, next weekend, 
April 5/6. Your generosity will enable 
us to decorate the church in a man-
ner worthy of its beauty and the 
Easter Celebration.  Please, be 
generous as we take up this collec-
tion at the doors of the church as 
you leave Mass. 

We are also enlisting volunteers to help decorate the 
church for Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.  If you 
can help, for even one day, please call the rectory. 

A W O R D F R O M O U R P A S T O R
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering some-one in 

our prayers (whether alive or 
deceased) is always important.  
Because the celebration of the 
Mass is the highest form of 
worship the Church celebrates, 

the practice of having a Mass “offered” for an 
individual, deceased or living, or for a particular 
intention, is an excellent way of bringing our intentions 
to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the church.  
It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep alive 
the memory of our loved ones.  Through this practice 
we can maintain that loving bond between ourselves 
and those whom we love.  A Mass can be offered on 
the anniversary of death or on a person’s birthday, or 
at any time.  You may also have a Mass celebrated for 
someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and for special 
intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop 
by the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-
mail to: secretary@olcjc.org.    

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 

2nd Grade First Communion Class:  Group B will 
meet April 6, Group A – April 13,   8:45 AM.   

8th Grade Confirmation Class:  Next class, April 13 at 
11:00 AM.  Mass beforehand at 10 AM 

Gathering to Understand:  Baptism preparation class 
held in the church hall April 6, 2014 at 11 AM. 

Seniors:  Easter meeting, Wednesday, April 9 at 1 PM 
in the church hall.  Lunch will be served.  Cost TBD 

OLC Fish Fry:  Saturday, April 5, 6 PM – 8 PM, will be 
held in the Prep Dining Hall on Grand and Warren Sts. 

OLC Easter Egg Hunt:  Saturday, April 19 at 10 AM.  
Don’t be late, because the hunt starts promptly at 10! 

Seniors Trip:  Wednesday, April 30, trip to the Stony Hill 
Inn in Hackensack for lunch and entertainment.  Cost 
$50.  Bus will leave 221 Warren St. at 9:30 AM then to 
72 & 100 Montgomery Sts., and 500 Manila Ave.  

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in! 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, March 30, 2014 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Eph 5: 8-14; Jn 9:1-41   

Sunday, April 6, 2014 
Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8: 8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS & HOLY HOUR  
We will celebrate First Friday Devotions 

this Friday, April 4, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  
This hour will afford you a perfect 
opportunity for prayerful reflection and a 
time for peaceful spiritual sustenance.   

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your 

financial support and for living your 
financial commitment to your parish.  
We are grateful for those who are 
especially generous and who wish to 
remain anonymous.  We need your 
support for us to achieve our weekly collection goal of 
$6,000 per Sunday.  Reaching this goal, and exceeding 
it, is essential to the financial health of your parish. 

For the weekend of March 22/23, 396 people 
attended Mass.  The collection amounted to $6,456 of 
which $1,900 was contributed by those using 
ParishPay.  This is $456 above our weekly goal.  
Thank you. 

DOWNTOWN HARVEST COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE (CSA) 

Our CSA, Downtown Harvest group, is now pre-
paring for their upcoming season.  The CSA is a not-
for-profit group for members who provides fresh, or-
ganic produce.  This program promotes relationships 
with our community, and promotes stewardship of our 
earth by fostering sustainable agriculture.  During the 
harvest season, once a week, the farmer brings the 
members’ weekly share for distribution at the parish 
garage.  Members share in the risks and the rewards 
of the farmer.  For membership information, please 
visit the website at http://www.downtownharvest.org/ or e-
mail downtownharvest@yahoo.com.   

WOMEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION 
Women, this is a day made just for you.  “Be Not 

Afraid:  Rejoice in God’s Mercy” is a day of reflection 
which is sponsored by the Archdiocese of Newark’s 
Women’s Commission on Saturday, April 26, 2014, 
8:30 am – 4:30 pm, held at Seton Hall University, 400 
South Orange, NJ.  Reflect as you listen to dynamic 
speakers and beautiful music.  You will be given the op-
portunity to attend confession, Holy Hour and Mass.  
Continental breakfast and lunch are included.  
Guest speakers: 
Helen Alvare, J.D. Associate Professor of Law who is 

an expert on marriage, family and women’s issues. 
Sr. Mary Gabriel, S.V. Sisters of Life. 

Cost: $25, $20 for seniors and students (18-22 years) 
Register at www.rcan.org/womcom or for more information 
call Sarah at the OLC rectory at 201-434-0798. 

SAINT DOMINIC ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 
Saint Dominic Academy, Jersey City, will host its 

Spring Open House for grades 7-12 on Tuesday, May 6, 
2014 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  The event will feature club 
and athletic demonstrations, presentations by academic 
departments and the administration, tours of the school 
and complete information about the application process.  
Available dates and an application can be found on the 
school’s website:  www.stdominicacad.com.   
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MMAASSSS  IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK  

Saturday March 29, 2014 
5:00 pm Mary Lou Jackson 

From The Sutterfield Family 

Sunday March 30, 2014 
10:00 am Patrick Mangosing 

From Valerie & Mark Bartolome 
12:30 pm Margaret Heiser 

From Laura Czysz & Ken Heiser 
7:00 pm People of the Parish 

Monday March 31, 2014 
12:30 pm Helen Siwik 

From family 

Tuesday April 1, 2014 
12:30 pm Gladys S. Johnson 

From Cheryl Mallon 

Wednesday April 2, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 

Thursday April 3, 2014 
12:30 pm Francis Ciba, 10th Ann. 

From family 
Friday April 4, 2014 
12:30 pm Helen Siwik. 

From family 

Saturday April 5, 2014 
5:00 pm Frances Krupa, 22nd Ann. 

From Children & Grand Children 

Sunday April 6, 2014 
10:00 am Anna (37th Ann.) & Stanley Kuklasinski 

From Josephine, daughter 
12:30 pm Edward Secsik 

From Rose Rokosz 
7:00 pm People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in you life! 

STEWARDSHIP 
“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees 

the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”  
1Samuel 16:7 

How often 
do we invest 
our time, 
talent and 
treasure in 
creating an 

appearance 
that does not 
matter at all to 
God? We 

strive to impress with our clothing, home, career, pos-
sessions, car and other marks of distinction. But none 
of these illusions of greatness will impress God.  In-
stead, He will look into our hearts to see how much we 
loved Him, how much we loved others and how we 
showed that love by the way we used our time, talents 
and treasure here on earth. 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
Thank you to the many famil ies who have al-

ready contributed t o  the Archbishop's Annual Ap-
peal!  This is a perfect opportunity for us to reflect 
on God 's generosity to us.  

There are so many ways 
God is made visible in the world 
around us. Our Church of New-
ark, which serves Hudson, Es-
sex, Union and Bergen counties, 
sees God in the hundreds of thousands of people it 
takes care of every year by teaching, sheltering and 
caring for all who come to it for help. 

The Archbishop's Annual Appeal plays an im-
portant role in providing evangelistic opportunities 
for people of all stages of life.  Through the Annual 
Appeal, the Archdiocese promotes several events to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  These in-
clude the Men's and Women's Commissions, 
Stewardship Day, in addition to parish-based pro-
grams such as Disciples in Mission, Cornerstone 
and Why Catholic.  In fact, the Men's Commission 
just took place March 15 at Seton Hall University.  
The Women's Day of Reflection is scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, April 26 at Seton Hall University. 
Please visit their website to learn more: 
http://www.rcan.org/womcom/  

The Archdiocese can only offer assistance to 
these Evangelistic outreaches because of your gen-
erosity to the Archbishop's Annual Appeal. Won't 
you please take a moment to fill out a pledge card?  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

To learn more about the ministries of the Arch-
diocese of Newark, please visit www.rcan.org/aaa, like 
us on facebook at ‘Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Newark' or tweet us at @NwkArchdiocese.   

FAITH AND SAFEY WEBSITE 
Technological tools are a primary way that 

child predators get into 
the lives of children! 

There is a new website 
from the USCCB to help 
keep children and families 
safe online.  The website is 
a partnership with the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America and it is designed 
to be a place where families learn to see technology 
through the eyes of faith and stay safe online.   The 
site offers guidance on how to use the  internet, cell 
phones and video games safely, as well as protecting 
children’s privacy.  www.faithandsafety.org 

One of the interesting sections has to do with geo-
tagging of pictures posted on the internet.  Parents 
and other caring adults don’t realize that pictures they 
post may be giving away the exact location where the 
picture was taken.  This could put their family at risk. 
The article is under the Learn Tab, under cell phones 
and kids.  
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4th ANNUAL FISH & CHIPS NIGHT 
We are now at the final count down.  We are 

swiftly approaching the eleventh 
hour.  The deadline will be upon 
us before you know it.  They say, 
“If you snooze, you lose,” so 
don’t procrastinate.  If you do, 
you will be left out in the cold.   

This the final weekend you 
can purchase tickets for our fish 
and chip night, “Fish Fry.”  You 
do not want to miss our 4th Annual Fish & Chips 
Night on Saturday, April 5, 6 pm to 8 pm in the Prep 
Dining Hall (previously St. Peter’s church), located 
on the corner of Grand and Van Vorst Street.  The 
Prep Dining Hall is handicap accessible and it is 
only a short walk from the church.   

They say that fish is “brain food” and smart people 
eat fish.  Fish is also very healthy for you.  It contains 
all of those omega’s that fight high cholesterol.  So, do 
not miss this opportunity to enjoy a great fish dinner. 

For those of you who have children, this is a great 
opportunity to introduce your children to fish.  The fish 
is light and flakey, and with a little ketchup or tartar 
sauce, it will be very tasty.  Of course, you do not 
want your children to grow up to be picky eaters.  You 
will want them to enjoy all kinds of food. 

Tickets are $13, but for all you bargain hunters, 
we are offering the deal of four tickets for $50.  You 
will be able to enjoy your meal in the Prep Dining Hall 
or take it home.  All meals will be cooked fresh onsite; 
nothing is pre-cooked and reheated.   

Purchase your tickets today.  This is an event that 
you will not want to miss.  Come alone, bring a friend, 
or come as a group and we’ll set aside a table for 
your party!  Water, coffee and soda are provided, but 
you may also bring your own favorite beverage.  
Tickets are on sale after all Masses and at the 
Rectory.  For those of you who have 
procrastinated, you can come into the rectory on 
Monday and Tuesday for tickets. 

LENTEN RETREATS 
Retreats will be held at the Benedictine Center 

for Spirituality, 851 North Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ  
April 4-6, The God Connection.  Is God a real 

part of my life or just a nice idea?  How do I connect 
with God daily?  The Cost of the Weekend $135, 
Saturday only,  $30.  Lunch included. 

April 6, Lecture:  A Christ-Based Lent. 
Fr. Anthony Randazzo, Pastor, Notre Dame Parish, 
North Caldwell, NJ 

April 17-20, Holy Week Retreat for Women.  
Thursday at 1 PM until Easter Sunday at 1:30 PM.  
Conferences will be related to the Holy Week Lit-
urgy.  $175. 

For more information call : 908-353-3028, or email: 
maritaosb@aol.com,  www.catholicforum.com/bensisnj  

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 
Please consider joining one of our parish minis-

tries, which are always in 
need of new members.  
Schedules for Masses are 
flexible and take your pref-
erences and availability into 
account.  For information, call 
the rectory, speak to Fr. Tom 
after Mass, or contact one of 
the following persons: 

Altar Servers – Sarah at the rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch/ email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org  
Eucharistic Ministers – Sarah, rectory, 201-434-0798 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10 AM Mass – Sarah, rectory. 

MARRIAGE ENOUNTER 
What is a Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter 
Weekend?  It’s a beautiful 
weekend experience designed 
for couples of all ages and 
backgrounds.  It will take you 
from where you are to another 
level!  Make 2014 special by 

devoting one weekend to the most important relation-
ship in your life.  For information on the next World-
wide Marriage Encounter Weekend in our area call 
Mike and Eileen Morgan at 1-877-697-9963 ext. 7 or 
email njwwme@peoplepc.com 

MARIANIST RETREAT CENTER 
The Marianist Retreat 

Center is located in the seaside 
community of Cape May Point, 
NJ.  They are a retreat center 
offering programs year round: 
youth, young adults, men, 
women, widows & widowers, 
single parents and more.  
Retreats coming up are: 
April 4-6: A Retreat for Young Married Couples 40+ 

We will explore issues that challenge young cou-
ples in today’s ever-demanding world.  We will also 
look at our faith lives and how we can keep God in 
our marriage.  Our time will include small group 
sharing, Eucharist, special liturgies and time for 
fun.  Cost $125 

April 11-13: A Retreat for Widows 
We will look at our individual stories for courage 
and wisdom.  We hope to discover how in the 
sharing of our stories we continue to find strength 
and hope.  Beach walks, socials and other fun are 
included!  Cost $125.  

Sign up online at www.capemaymarianists.org or call 609-
884-3829.  


