Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302
Our Mission
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront.

Our History
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants in
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church.

Mass Schedule

1911 – 2017
Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F.
Pastor

Monday – Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:
Note:

Rev. Gerard J. Sudol
In Residence

12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm)
5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass
10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm
St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for
Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at
OLC, Sundays at 8:00 am.

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, S.J.

Faith Formation during 10:00 am Mass

Weekend Assistant

We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for children 2½ years of age on up during the Sunday Mass. We dismiss the children from
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory. Parents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.

Rev. Michael Braden, S.J.
Weekend Assistant

Rev. David Stump, S.J.
Weekend Assistant

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli
Principal

Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church and at other times by appointment with the
pastor.

Mr. Jonathan Blevis
Pastoral Associate

Weddings

Mr. Ben Rauch

Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage.

Director of Music

Parish Office
201-434-0798

Infant Baptisms
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child. Expectant
parents should visit the parish website for more information.

Fax
201-985-0918

The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront

Email

248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302
Grades 1 - 8
Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools

pastor@olcjc.org
bulletin@olcjc.org

Websites
www.olcjc.org
www.olcschool.org

The OLC School
201-434-2405

The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302
Programs: Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3- & 4-year-olds; Montessori
Toddler Program for 2-year-olds

Little Harbor Academy

To Register and Be Part of OLC

201-434-6708

We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family. Please contact the
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor.

Counseling, Ann Tedeschi,

LCSW,*
201-339-3372, 201-725-8154

Counseling, Relief & Solutions
Counseling,* 201-666-2400
*Not affiliated with OLC

Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by
sharing our time, energy, and resources, and in doing so, we more powerfully witness
the presence of Christ.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 22, 2017
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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,
In 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, all the Christians in Corinth met together as one church, but
there were different groups in that church. Those different groups were constantly arguing
with each other over church leadership. There was disagreement about which church group
should have authority, who should lead, even whether there should be earthly leaders at all.
Though this may come as a surprise to some, there was dissension even among these devout
early church leaders. They could not come to any agreement because they focused on the disparity of their opinions. In their need to be be proven “right”, these people were completely
missing the point: We all belong to Christ. Paul appeals to the leaders of the disagreeing factions within the church
“…that there be no divisions among you and be united in the same mind and purpose…” He asks them whether
“…Christ is divided? For whom was Christ crucified? In whose name are you baptized?”
In light of current events happening in our country, remember to whom we truly belong. Let us emulate Jesus and
strive only to love and serve others.
With love,

LECTURE SERIES
Our ten-part lecture/study group continues Monday,
January 30, 7:30 pm, in the rectory.
Our seventh topic will be “Word Made Flesh, True
Bread of Heaven The Mystery of The Church’s Sacrament And Worship”. This presentation explores the ancient practices of the Church’s worship that endure to
this very day, and the notion that all value is summed
up in the liturgy, the supreme act by which we commune with God.
Considered by the
Catholic Faith to be the
source and summit of its
identity and mission, the
Eucharist is the central
practice of the Church’s
culture. Father Barron describes all the parts of the
Mass, and shows how the
Sacred Liturgy embodies the whole of the Faith in such
diverse places as Jerusalem, Rome, Chicago, Orvieto
and Mexico City.
This program is designed for both Catholics and
non-Catholics wishing to learn more about Catholicism.
This program will offer new insights into our faith and a
deeper understanding about theology and spirituality.
BLESSING OF HOMES
If you would like to have your home/apartment
blessed for the New Year, please call the parish office
201-434-0798 to leave your
name, address, and phone
number. Also, please mention a
convenient time for Father
Gerry to return your call so a
mutually convenient date and
time can be arranged for this
blessing. Ideally, all members
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of your family presently living at home should be present at the time of the blessing, but we know this may
not be possible due to each family’s work and school
schedules. Please call by January 27. We look forward to hearing from you!

ADVENT GIVING TREE 2016
The Advent Giving Tree project was
a success! Thank you for your generosity. May you be rewarded with the gifts
of peace, joy and the happiness that
comes from helping others. 165 tags
were placed on the Giving Tree; 146 gifts
were returned and distributed to the following organizations:
Organization
Hope House
Kenmare H.S.
OLS Food Pantry
St. Ann’s Home
St. Lucy’s Shelter
Seniors
Several Sources
Village of Families

Tree Tags
45
25
16
16
16
13
16
18

Gifts Received
38
24
10 ($805)
16
16
12
12 ($550)
18

2016 PARISHIONER CONTRIBUTION
SUMMARY STATEMENTS
The parishioner contribution
summary statements for 2016
have been mailed out. Please
contact Barbara at the rectory at
201-434-0798 with any questions.
Do not ask the Lord
to guide your footsteps
if you’re not willing
to move your feet.

MASS INTENTIONS
It is a long-standing tradition
in many different faiths and
cultures to remember, and even
venerate, someone’s deceased
relatives and friends. We keep
alive the memory of our
deceased relatives and friends
by remembering them in our
prayers. Through our prayers,
we can also continue that
spiritual and loving connection
we had when they walked this earth.
Remembering someone in our prayers (whether
alive or deceased) is particularly important to us as
Catholics. Because the celebration of the Mass is the
highest form of worship, the practice of having a Mass
“offered” for an individual, deceased or living, or for a
particular intention, is an excellent way of bringing our
intentions to God. This is a long-standing tradition in
the church. It is also a devotional practice whereby we
keep alive the memory of our loved ones. Through this
practice, we can maintain that loving bond between
ourselves and those whom we love. A Mass can be
offered on the anniversary of death or on a person’s
birthday, or at any time. You may also have a Mass
celebrated for someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and
for special intentions for family and/or friends.
Take the time to have a Mass celebrated for your
loved-ones. Simply stop by the rectory, call us at 201434-0798 or send an e-mail to: secretary@olcjc.org.
2016 EVENTS AT OLC
OLC Seniors: Meetings resumed on January 11.
For more information, please contact Dorothy
Bromirski at 201-333-4888.
The OLC Adult Choir: The choir rehearsal takes
place on Sundays, 11:15 am and then sing at the
12:30 pm Mass. Please contact our music
director Ben Rauch at: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org.
Children’s Liturgy: Every Sunday during 10:00 am
Mass for 20 minutes. Ages 2 and older. Parents
are welcome. No registration required – join in!
Coffee & Donuts: Every Sunday after the 10:00 am
Mass. This event may be held in the church hall.
Please call the rectory if you wish to volunteer.
Lecture Series: Continues on January 30, 2017. The
seventh topic will be “Word Made Flesh, True
Bread of Heaven The Mystery of The Church’s
Sacrament And Worship”

WEEKLY OFFERING
Thank you so much for your
financial support and for living your
financial commitment to your parish.
We are grateful for those who
generously support the parish. We
need your support to achieve our weekly collection
goal of $6,000 per Sunday which is essential to the
financial health of your parish.
OLC is facing a financial crisis. This past year
many families have relocated out of Jersey City. This
has adversely affected our Sunday collections.
Collections are down and ParishPay contributions
have dropped by 30% to an average of less than
$1,900 per week. A very important way in which you
can support your parish is to enroll in ParishPay and by
being more generous in the Sunday collection. To sign
up, go to www.parishpay.com and follow the prompts.
For the weekend of January 14/15, 403 people attended Mass. The collection in church amounted to
$3,779. ParishPay donations for the past week were
$2,439, contributing to a weekend collection of $6,218.
This is $218 above our weekly goal of $6,000.
Additional Christmas donations this past week
amounted to $1,700, bringing our total Christmas collection thus far to $80,100. One very generous donation helped us reach our goal. Considering that more
than 80% of our parishioners did not contribute to the
Christmas Gift Appeal, imagine what we could have
done if a greater number had participated. We thank
all of those who gave.
If you have been away from church traveling for
any reason, we encourage you to “make up” your
contributions.
Remember that your donation is
ultimately a gift back to God for his blessings.
WE ARE LIVING STONES
The Living Stones Campaign is ongoing and will
continue. Pledge envelopes may be found in the rear
of the church. Because pledges have exceeded our
Works of Mercy Goal, the parish will start receiving a
rebate of 50% once parishioners have fulfilled their
pledges. Have questions? Contact Jack Starr, e-mail,
jstarr@starrpatent.com, or by phone, 646-591-1918.
SUPPORT GROUPS FOR GRIEVING PARENTS
The Office of Family Life Ministries of the Archdiocese of Newark sponsors support groups for grieving
parents. Meetings are free and pre-registration is not
required. Groups are led by trained facilitators - parents who have personally experienced the death of a
child. For more information, please call the Office of
Family Life Ministries at 973-497-4327 or email eganlaur@rcan.org. Groups meet at: St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Parish Center, 60 Byrd Avenue, Bloomfield, NJ (First Wednesday of each month, 7:00 pm),
and St. Peter the Apostle Church, Rectory Basement, 445 Fifth Avenue, River Edge, NJ (Third Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm).

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
Reflect on today’s readings. Prepare for next Sunday.

Sunday, January 22, 2017
Is. 8:23-9:3; 1 Cor. 1:10-13,17; Mt. 4:12-23
Sunday, January 29, 2017
Zep. 2:3, 3:12-13; 1 Cor. 1:26-31; Mt. 5:1-12
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PARISH REGISTRATION AND
INFORMATION UPDATE
All Catholics should be registered with a parish. Proof of parish registration is, among other things,
necessary should you require a “sponsor certificate” to
be a Godparent, a sponsor for Confirmation, etc.
We recently conducted a parish registration and information update drive. The drive is over but you can
register anytime! Please come to the rectory MondayFriday between 9:30 am and 5:00 pm to register. The
entire process takes only a few minutes.
If you have moved, have a
new e-mail address, etc., please
come to the rectory in person or
call 201-434-0798 to update your
information.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday
January 21, 2017
5:00 pm
Barbara Bromirski
From Rose Rokosz
Sunday
January 22, 2017
10:00 am
Intention of the Lee Family
From Family
12:30 pm
Deceased Members of the Polish
Women’s Alliance of America
From Polish Women’s Alliance of
America
7:00 pm
People of the Parish
Monday
January 23, 2017
12:30 pm
Joanna Moraes
From D’Souza Family
Tuesday
January 24, 2017
12:30 pm
Josephine Kuklasinski
From OLC Seniors
Wednesday January 25, 2017
12:30 pm
Communion Service
Thursday
January 26, 2017
12:30 pm
Walter Chowanec
From Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bauch
Friday
January 27, 2017
12:30 pm
Lorraine Proscia
From Anna Mae Stefanelli
Saturday
January 28, 2017
5:00 pm
Josephine Kuklasinski
From Connie Piatkowski
Sunday
January 29, 2017
10:00 am
Josephine Kuklasinski
From Edwina Karczewski
12:30 pm
Mary Elizabeth Lerit
From Friends
7:00 pm
People of the Parish

THE FOURTH ANNUAL
BIG SMALL SHOW 2016 IS BACK!
The Drawing Rooms re-opened on
January 20, 2017. The Big Small Show
will be open for visitors on that day
through February 17, 2017. More than
100 artist works ranging from paintings
and framed drawings to three-dimensional. For more information, call 201-208-8032 or
email: victoryhall1@msn.com or info@drawingrooms.org.
We hope you will join us! The Drawing Rooms are located at the OLC Convent on 180 Grand Street.
PROGRAMS AT THE
MARIANIST FAMILY RETREAT CENTER

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in
your life!

STEWARDSHIP
“He called
them, and immediately they left their
boat and their father and followed
Him.” – Matthew
4:22
Just as Jesus
called
the
first
apostles, He calls
each of us to follow Him, too. Not everyone is called to
leave their business or family behind, but we are expected to put God first in everything. Everything from
our time in daily prayer, our talent in participating in one
of our parish ministries and our treasure to support the
financial needs of our parish mission.
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Young Adults Retreat Weekend (February 1012, 2017). This weekend is for young adults (age 22 35, married or single) who wish to examine their personal faith in relation to God, self, co-workers and others. There will be a time for Eucharist, prayer experiences, faith sharing and social interaction. This retreat
tends to fill quickly so please send your application in
as early as possible. Cost is $120 per person.
A Retreat on Female Spirituality (March 10-12,
2017). Join other women in a creative exploration of
your own story and stories of women in faith. A team
of Marianist women has prepared this experience of
rest and renewal. Come alone, with a relative or a
friend. Our time together will include Eucharist, prayer
experiences, quiet time, socials and fun! Cost is $135
per person.
Accommodations, meals and all activities are included. Financial aid is available for these programs.
For more information, please call 609-884-3829 or visit
their website at: www.capemaymarianists.org.

BAPTISM
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the first
component of our Baptism Program for
those preparing for the birth of their child.
You must pre-register for this program.
Register online at www.olcjc.org and reference “Formation and Sacraments.” Follow the link to “Baptism of Children,” or call
the rectory. Upcoming dates are:
March 6, 2017; May 7, 2017
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part
of our Baptism program. If you are preparing for the
baptism of your child, this program is required. It addresses theology, the responsibilities and requirements of parents and Godparents, etc.
You can register online, by phone, or you can just
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely helpful). Upcoming dates are:
February 5, 2017; April 2, 2017
Please register as parishioners before attending the
baptism classes. You can register in the rectory Monday
through Friday from 9:30 am until 5:00 pm. The application
is free and only takes a few minutes.
2017 and 2018 MASS BOOKS
The 2017 Mass Book is currently open for mass intentions. The 2018 Mass Book will be available in the
spring. Please call (201) 434-0798 or stop by the rectory Monday-Friday from 9:30 am-5:00 pm to arrange
a mass intention.
THANK YOU FROM ST. LUCY’S SHELTER
Ellen McGovern, Director of St. Lucy’s Emergency
Shelter, sent the following letter to Our Lady of
Czestochowa Church: “On behalf of the staff and residents of St. Lucy’s Emergency Shelter, I would like to
thank you for your generous donation. Donations support our effort to shelter, feed and provide supportive
services to homeless men and women. Your kindness
and generosity is very much appreciated.”
“St. Lucy’s is one of seven programs addressing
homelessness operated by Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Newark in Jersey City and Newark.
Thank you so much for thinking of us!”
DOWNTOWN HARVEST
COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE
(CSA)
Our CSA, Downtown Harvest is
now preparing for their upcoming
season. Enjoy fresh, organic produce while helping to support sustainable agriculture. During the 24week season, the farmer brings the members’ weekly
share to the OLC Church garage. Members share in
the risks and rewards of the farmer. For membership
information, please go to their website: http://www.downtownharvest.org or email: downtownharvest@yahoo.com.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT APPEAL
As we have previously noted, this year’s annual
Christmas Gift is a very important part of our commitment to the financial well-being of our parish. Without
it, we will struggle to make improvements to the church.
We have two goals this year. The first is to make up
the $54,000 revenue shortfall from last year. The second is to raise additional moneys for a reserve to make
other necessary improvements to the church. Therefore,
we need to raise more than $80,000 this Christmas.
This is ambitious but
very possible. To date
about 17% of our registered
parishioners donated to the
Christmas Gift Appeal. So
far, our donations amounted
to $54,387. That is very impressive considering only
17% of our registered parishioners contributed. I
thank those who contributed
so generously.
In our Appeal, we urged
everyone to contribute, donating what ever you could afford. Our practice has
been to ask every family to donate $400 to the Christmas
Gift. For those parishioners who earn six figures or
more, or even in the high 5-figure range, we asked that
you consider making a more generous contribution. For
those who may be on a fixed income, we simply ask that
you give what you can afford. You may also contribute
using Parish Pay. Simply go online and adjust your
contribution accordingly.
Going forward, we need to attend to some roof repairs that can cost us as much as $16,000. Additionally,
we need to redo the floor in the church. This will require some strategic planning so as to replace the floor
with minimal disruption to the mass. We will probably
require a structural engineer to examine the unknown
pre-existing conditions under the floor. Consequently,
we cannot even guestimate how much this project will
cost.
We appreciate your past generosity and ask that, if
you have not given to the appeal, you can still contribute. We have urgered everyone to contribute generously
to our Christmas Gift Appeal this year. Through your
stewardship, we can continue to make necessary repairs
to the church. We want OLC to remain a vibrant Waterfront parish and continue to be a Paulus Hook community icon. If you are among those who have not given to
the Christmas Gift, please make your donation. It is
never too late to contribute. Thank you.
With my gratitude and love,

