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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph – December 28, 2014 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Michael Braden, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 
Rev. David Stump, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 
Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 
Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 
Fax 
201-985-0918 
Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 
Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 
The OLC School  
201-434-2405 
Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 
Counseling, Ann Tedeschi, 
LCSW,* 
(201) 339-3372, (201) 725-8154 
Counseling, Relief & Solutions 
Counseling,* (201) 666-2400 

*Not affiliated with OLC 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday:    12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8:00 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10:00 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from Mass 
after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Parents are 
welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church and at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3- & 4-year-olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2-year-olds 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources, and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants in 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
For many, the beginning of a new year represents a clean slate, 

a fresh beginning.  We make resolution for the coming year, some of 
which we actually keep.  We feel that the new year marks a transi-
tion from an ending of the old and an expectation of the new. 

The feast of Mary, the Mother of God, celebrates our belief that 
the one who was born of Mary was truly God.  We celebrate it on 
New Year’s Day because it concludes the Octave of Christmas, that 
is, the traditional eight-day period that extends the celebration of 
the Nativity.  Thus the connection between the New Year and the 
celebration of Mary’s divine motherhood is a coincidence, though a 
happy one.  For in Mary’s “yes” to God, in her willingness to bear 
Emmanuel, God with us, we have a new beginning for the human 
race.  It is a new beginning that, unlike many of our New Year’s 
resolutions, will never disappoint. 

This is reflected in the second reading, in which Paul (in his only reference to the mother of Jesus) speaks of God’s 
Son being “born of a woman” when “the fullness of time had come.”  It is as if human history had come to that point in 
time that God would bring about something totally new in human history.  This was the time that God would act deci-
sively to let the divine face shine upon us and be gracious to us.  This is the new era that brings with it new possibilities.   

The liturgy of the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God is connected to the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.  
The gospel of Luke narrates the story of the shepherds going in haste to Bethlehem where they “found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in the manger” (2:16).  This is an image cherished around the world and depicted in many works of 
art.  Seeing what was proclaimed to them by the angels, the shepherds become the first heralds to proclaim the good 
news of the birth of the Messiah.  It is only appropriate that the shepherds were the first witnesses to the child’s birth.  
Luke draws a connection between Jesus and King David who himself was a shepherd.  Jesus will replace King David as 
the greatest king of Israel.  Jesus will lead and shepherd his people.   

As we celebrate this feast, let us continue to share in the joy of Mary, the Mother of God, and also be heralds of the 
good news of Jesus’ birth.  Let us realize new beginnings in our lives where God wants to work through us. 

Wishing you a blessed New Year, 
 
 

NEW YEAR’S MASSES AT OLC 
Wednesday, December 31, 2014 
(New Year’s Eve) 5:00 PM Vigil 

Thursday, January 1, 2015 
10:00 AM – New Year’s Day Mass 
12:30 PM – New Year’s Day Mass 

No 7:00 PM Mass 
 

BAPTISM 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the first component of 

our Baptism Program for those 
preparing for the birth of their 
child.  You must pre-register for 
this program.  Register online at 
olcjc.org and reference “For-
mation and Sacraments.”  Follow 
the link to “Baptism of Children,” or 
call the rectory.  Upcoming dates 
are:  
January 4, 2015, March 1, 2015 
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND 

is the second part of our Baptism program.  If you are 

preparing for the baptism of your child, this program is 
required.  It addresses theology, the responsibilities 
and requirements of parents and Godparents, etc.  

You can register online, by phone, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely  
helpful).  Upcoming dates are: 

February 1, 2015, April 5, 2015 
Please register as parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 am until 5:00 pm.    

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS & HOLY HOUR 
We will celebrate our next 

First Friday Devotions, on Fri-
day, January 2 from 7:00 pm to 
8:00 pm.  This hour will afford 
you a perfect opportunity for 
prayerful reflection and a time 
for peaceful spiritual suste-
nance.  Take a little time for 
yourself for peaceful reflection 
and meditation.  It is only one hour, but it can take you 
away from your personal cares. 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
The Mass book for 2015 is available. 

Remembering someone in 
our prayers (whether alive or 
deceased) is always important.  
Because the celebration of the 
Mass is the highest form of 
worship the Church celebrates, 
the practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, 
deceased or living, or for a 

particular intention, is an excellent way of bringing our 
intentions to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the 
church.  It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep 
alive the memory of our loved ones.  Through this 
practice we can maintain that loving bond between 
ourselves and those whom we love.  A Mass can be 
offered on the anniversary of death or on a person’s 
birthday, or at any time.  You may also have a Mass 
celebrated for someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and 
for special intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop by 
the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-mail 
to: secretary@olcjc.org. 

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 
New Year’s Masses:  See previous page. 
Painting Classes at the Drawing Rooms:  Learn to 

paint in oils with artist Robert Preston on Thursday 
evenings 7 pm – 9 pm.  Your introductory class is 
free!  You may drop by on any Thursday evening, 
email: victoryhall1msn.com, or call 201-823-9393 for 
more information. 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God:  See Mass 
schedule on previous page. 

First Friday Devotions:  Friday, January 2, 7:00 pm.  
OLC Seniors:  The OLC Seniors meetings will resume 

in January 2015.  For more information, call Dorothy 
Bromirski, (201) 333-4888. 

The OLC Adult Choir:  The regular choir rehearsal will 
take place Sundays, 11:15 am.  The choir will sing at 
the 12:30 pm Mass on Sundays.  If you have musical 
ability, please contact our music director Ben Rauch 
at: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10:00 am 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in!   

Coffee & Donuts:  every Sunday after the 10:00 am 
Mass.  This event may be held in the church hall.  
Please call the rectory if you wish to volunteer. 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, December 28, 2014 
Gn. 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Col. 3:12-17; Lk. 2:22-40 

Sunday, January 4, 2015 
Is. 60:1-6, Eph. 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt. 2:1-12 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your fi-

nancial support and for living your 
financial commitment to your par-
ish.  We are grateful for those who 
are generously support the parish.  
We need your support to 
achieve our weekly collection goal 
of $6,000 per Sunday which is es-

sential to the financial health of your parish.   
For the weekend of December 14, 413 people at-

tended Mass.  The collection amounted to $5,787 of 
which $2,277 was contributed by those using Parish-
Pay.  This is $213 below our weekly goal.   

We do not have collection and attendance figures 
for the weekend of December 21, because the bulletin 
was sent to the publisher on Wednesday, December 
17.  Please, be generous supporting the parish’s An-
nual Christmas Appeal. 

If you have been away from church traveling, 
please help make up our revenue by being extra gen-
erous in the collection when you return.  Thank you.   

MANGER PURCHASE 
As you may have noticed, we 

replaced our manger scene.  The 
new set is undoubtedly beautiful 
and well made.  It will last us for 
years to come.  It is made in Italy 
by a very reputable company.   

Be one of those individuals 
who will “memorializing” one or 
more figures in the manger scene.  If you wish to con-
tribute, please call the rectory to obtain more infor-
mation.  If you wish to memorialize a statue, the offering 
is as low as $165.00. 

FAITH WORKS 
Even though we focus on the 

first weekend of the month for col-
lecting non-perishable foods, we 
are making a very special appeal 
for food for those in need during 
the holiday season. 

We are asking all parishion-
ers to be especially generous this 

time of the year by making donations of non-perishable 
food items.  Leave your donations on the table in the 
rear of the church.  Suggested donations may include: 
canned coffee, tea, jelly, peanut butter, canned vege-
tables, canned and dried soups, cereals, pastas and 
noodles, brown gravies, Italian gravies, toiletries 
(soaps, shampoos, body washes, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, etc.), canned meats and tuna fish, and condi-
ments (mayo, mustard, ketchup, salt, pepper, sugar, 
etc.).  Thanks again for your generosity to the neediest 
of our community. 

Please, do not bring any coats for our “Winter 
Coat Drive.”  This appeal is now concluded. 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday December 27, 2014 
5:00 pm John Plewan 

From Bruno Ruskowski 
Sunday December 28, 2014 
10:00 am Olan Gallagher 

From Sister Caroline Kornutik 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Edward Warlikowski 
From Daughter Claire 
People of the Parish 

Monday December 29, 2014 
12:30 pm 
 

Ruth Perera 
From Wolfgang & Doris Emden  

Tuesday December 30, 2014 
12:30 pm Maria Lourdes Cajulis 

From Perez and Anciano Families 
Wednesday December 31, 2014 
5:00 pm Henry Rokosz 

From Tina Dzubina 
Thursday January 1, 2015 
10:00 am Henry Rokosz  

From Olga Brucky 
12:30 pm People of the Parish 
Friday January 2, 2015 
12:30 pm Anna Piatkowski  

From John & Francis Dombrowskir 
Saturday January 3, 2015 
5:00 pm Edward Jaworowski 

From Christine Jaworowski 
Sunday January 4, 2015 
10:00 am Sophie Stodolak Nentarz 

From Cathy Sullivan 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Edward Warlikowski 
From Daughter Claire 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your life! 
STEWARDSHIP 

“…as the Lord has for-
given you, so you must 
forgive.” -  Colossians 
3:13 
 

Forgiveness – one 
of the hardest things for 
people to do.  It’s 
amazing how long we 
can hold a grudge or be 
angry with someone.  
As we celebrate the 

feast of the Holy Family, take this opportunity to give 
the gift of forgiveness to someone - maybe someone in 
your family, maybe a friend, maybe a co-worker or 
neighbor or, maybe yourself.  Pick up the phone or text 
someone right now! 

LECTURE SERIES 
Our ten-part lec-

ture/study group will con-
tinue after the New Year.  
Please follow the bulletin 
and announcements in 
church for the exact date 
of our next meeting.   

Our sixth topic will 
be “A BODY BOTH SUFFERING AND GLORIOUS, 
THE MYSTICAL UNION OF CHRIST AND THE 
CHURCH.”   

Our presentation also explores the Catholic con-
viction that the life and presence of Christ continues to 
embrace humanity in all its joys and sorrows through 
the presence of the Church.  This program is designed 
for both Catholics and non-Catholics wishing to learn 
more about Catholicism.  This program will offer new 
insights into our faith and a deeper understanding 
about theology and spirituality.  

RCIA 
RCIA is the Rite of Christian Ini-

tiation for Adults.  It is a program for 
you if you are an adult or teenager 
who is not baptized (or was baptized 
in another Christian community) and 
you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church.  
RCIA is a program baptized Catho-
lics, adults or teens, needing to re-

ceive First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation.  We 
invite you to become part of a process of spiritual 
growth and development known as RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults).  If you are interested, 
please contact the rectory, 201-434-0798, or send an 
email to the rectory, olc@olcjc.org, or feel free to speak 
Fr. Tom after Mass. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTION 
Our church is beautifully decorated for 

the holidays because of your help!  Your 
generosity helped us pay for our poinset-
tias, wreaths, Christmas tree and miscel-
laneous supplies.  You can still contribute 
to this special collection if you haven’t 
done so.  Thank you for your generosity! 

REGISTER WITH YOUR PARISH! 
All Catholics should 

register with a parish.  If 
you have been attend-
ing OLC it is fairly sim-
ple to make it official.  
Come to the OLC Rec-
tory any time between 
the hours of 9:30 am – 5:00 pm, Monday – Friday, and fill 
out a registration card.  If you have any questions do not 
hesitate to call, 201-434-0798. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT APPEAL 
Dear Parishioners,  

“Who can add to Christ-
mas?  The perfect motive is that 
God so loved the world.  The 
perfect gift is that He gave His 
only Son.  The only requirement 
is to believe in Him.  The reward 
of faith is that you shall have ev-
erlasting life.” - Corrie Ten Boom 

The sights and sounds of Christmas easily fill our 
senses.  We plan for holiday gatherings with family and 
friends.  We make our gift lists for those we love.  Nev-
ertheless, with all of these preparations, we must re-
member that Christmas celebrates God’s great gift of 
love for us.  Therefore, there is the lingering question, 
“How do I respond to this God’s great love for me?” 

People of great spiritual insight have consistently 
discovered that sacrificial giving brings joy to one’s 
heart.   It contributes to fulfillment in life, personal pride 
and satisfaction.  It also contributes to a sense of peace 
and security before God.  Even though we cannot add 
to Christmas as quoted by Corrie, we can become an 
extension of God’s love in the world to others through 
our charity. 

OLC’s Tradition of the “Christmas Gift” is 
longstanding.  It gives us an opportunity to support 
Christ’s Church by making your “Christmas Gift” to 
OLC.  Much of what you see here in the church was 
made possible by the generosity of parishioners in pre-
vious years.  We have the stained glass windows, the 
organ, the bathroom in the nave, the church ramp, the 
sanctuary flooring, and the list goes on. 

This year’s Christmas Gift is even more important 
since our regular weekly collections are trending down-
ward while the cost of maintaining the parish is trending 
upward.  As of mid-summer, our collections have fallen 
about $11,000 compared to the same time last year 
and there is no evidence that we will make up the dif-
ference before the end of the fiscal year.  This is due 
to the fact that several generous families, some of 
whom used the Parish Pay system, have moved from 
Jersey City and out of the parish.  A number of new 
parishioners have been generous, but we still have not 
made up this lost revenue. 

We therefore hope that this year, we will see some 
new families use this opportunity to register with the 
parish and start giving generously in the weekly enve-
lopes, and some of you who are already regular con-
tributors will support OLC by joining Parish Pay 
(www.parishpay.com). 

Our primary goal for this year’s Christmas Gift is to 
raise $75,000 in order to complete two sorely needed 
upgrades to our church:  We are presently receiving 
proposals and estimates for replacing the church front 
doors.  We also wish to renovate the church hall 
kitchen, which will be a costly project, but it is neces-
sary.  It is estimated that the church doors will cost as 

much as $40,000.  Kitchen renovations will cost more 
than twice that of the church doors. 

While $75,000 may seem to be high, it is not un-
reasonable based on previous Gifts and we feel that if 
each family would strive to give at least $400 we could 
move forward with our plans.  As always, $400 is not a 
minimum gift, nor is it a maximum, particularly for those 
who can give more.  Keep in mind, you can give your 
gift in installments. 

We appreciate your generosity in the past and an-
ticipate your generous response to our “Christmas Gift” 
appeal this year.  May God bless you always. 

Sincerely, 
The Parish Finance Committee 

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2015! 
Please consider joining one of 

our parish ministries, which are al-
ways in need of new members.  
Schedules for Masses are flexible 
and take your preferences and avail-
ability into account.  For information, 
call the rectory, speak to Fr. Tom af-

ter Mass, or contact one of the following persons: 
Altar Servers or Eucharistic Ministers – Fr. Tom, 
OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch, email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10:00 am Mass –  

call OLC rectory   

FREE INTRODUCTORY PAINTING CLASS 
AT THE DRAWING ROOMS 

Want to try painting?  This 
is your chance!  Learn to paint 
with artist Robert Preston on 
Thursday evenings 7 pm – 9 
pm.  Robert will show you how 
to use water-based oil paints 
that give the look and feel of an 
oil painting but with greater 
ease.  Your first class is free!  You may drop by on any 
Thursday evening, email: victoryhall1msn.com, or call 201-
823-9393 for more information.  

MOMMY & ME CLASSES AT OLC SCHOOL 
Fun for you and your lit-

tle ones!  Mommy & Me will 
be back at Little Harbor 
Academy at OLC School be-
ginning January 2015.  Clas-

ses are for children 18 - 30 months.  The 10-week sessions 
run from 2:00 pm – 2:45 pm, and cost $250 (plus a one-
time $25 registration fee).  “Creative Arts & Cooking” starts 
on Tuesday, January 6, “Storytelling & Music/Movement” 
begins on Wednesday, January 7, and “Montessori Time” 
will begin on Thursday, January 8.  LHA teachers facilitate 
all programs.  Please contact Mrs. Murduca:  
MommyandMe@olcschool.org for more information.  
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