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201-985-0918 
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bulletin@olcjc.org 
Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 
The OLC School  
201-434-2405 
Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 
Counseling, Ann Tedeschi, 
LCSW,* 
(201) 339-3372, (201) 725-8154 
Counseling, Relief & Solutions 
Counseling,* (201) 666-2400 

*Not affiliated with OLC 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday:    12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8:00 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10:00 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from Mass 
after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Parents are 
welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church and at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3- & 4-year-olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2-year-olds 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources, and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants in 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners and friends of OLC, 
The Advent season is not specifically a season of penance, such as Lent, but rather a season of joyful expectation 

and preparation.  This season reminds us that we are a people who joyfully 
await the coming of our Savior.  This season reminds us of the optimistic and 
joyful message of hope and of expectations fulfilled.  As we celebrate the birth 
of our Savior, the message of Emmanuel, God is with us, it should resonate 
significantly of the Lord’s intimate presence in our lives.   

For the person of faith, this holy season should re-focus us upon Jesus’ 
presence in our lives as the source of our joy and happiness, security and 
safety which is found only in God.  As world events, social injustice, financial 
stress, continued threats of terrorism, etc., have brought loss, sadness, fear 
and anxiety into the lives of so many, the realization of God’s presence in our 
lives should be the source of our hope and strength.   

The Christmas Story is timeless.  It brings joy and inspiration because it 
speaks so powerfully of God’s immense involvement in the history of salvation 
and in our personal lives.  When the infant was born, the angels heralded his 
birth by singing “Peace on earth to men of good will.”  This peace is “a 
peace that the world cannot give,” and is expressed in the incarnation of a 

loving God who is ever committed to us, ever present, understanding and supportive.   
I pray that during this Christmas season, you may receive Christ’s peace into your heart and home so you have a 

deep and abiding realization of the Lord’s love and that through this you will know that the Lord is ever close to you in 
all things.  May this peace and the realization of Christ’s love be a transforming experience in the Lord so that you ex-
perience the joy of the Christmas season as a total life experience.  

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year, 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES AT OLC 
Wednesday, December 24, 2014  

5:00 PM Vigil 
11:30 PM Christmas Caroling  

Midnight Mass (12:00 AM) 
Thursday, December 25, 2014 
10:00 AM – Christmas Day Mass 
12:30 PM – Christmas Day Mass 

No 7:00 PM Mass 
Wednesday, December 31, 2014 (New Year’s 

Eve) 5:00 PM Vigil 
Thursday, January 1, 2015 

10:00 AM – New Year’s Day Mass 
12:30 PM – New Year’s Day Mass 

No 7:00 PM Mass 
 

BAPTISM 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the first component of 

our Baptism Program for those preparing 
for the birth of their child.  You must pre-
register for this program.  Register 
online at olcjc.org and reference “For-
mation and Sacraments.”  Follow the link 
to “Baptism of Children,” or call the rectory.  
Upcoming dates are:  

January 4, 2015, March 1, 2015 
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part of 

our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the bap-
tism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.  

You can register online, by phone, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely  
helpful).  Upcoming dates are: 

February 1, 2015, April 5, 2015 
Please register as parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 am until 5:00 pm.    

CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTION 
Our church is beautifully decorated for 

the holidays because of your help!  Your 
generosity helped us pay for our many 
poinsettias, wreaths, Christmas tree and 
miscellaneous supplies.  You can still con-
tribute to this special collection if you ha-

ven’t done so.  Thank you for your generosity! 

OLC CHURCH ADVENT GIVING TREE 
Our parish participated in the annual 

Advent Giving Tree Program.  The gifts 
were delivered last week.  Thank you for 
making the holidays brighter for people in 
need.  Special thanks to Pat Duemig and 
Maggie Englese for coordinating this worthy activity. 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering someone in our prayers (whether 

alive or deceased) is always important.  Because the 
celebration of the Mass is the 
highest form of worship the 
Church celebrates, the 
practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, 
deceased or living, or for a 
particular intention, is an 
excellent way of bringing our 
intentions to God.  This is a 
long standing tradition in the 
church.  It is also a 

devotional practice whereby we keep alive the memory 
of our loved ones.  Through this practice we can 
maintain that loving bond between ourselves and those 
whom we love.  A Mass can be offered on the 
anniversary of death or on a person’s birthday, or at any 
time.  You may also have a Mass celebrated for 
someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and for special 
intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop by 
the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-mail 
to: secretary@olcjc.org. 

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 
Christmas Masses:  See previous page.  
New Year’s Masses:  See previous page. 
Painting Classes at the Drawing Rooms:  Learn to 

paint in oils with artist Robert Preston on Thursday 
evenings 7 pm – 9 pm.  Your introductory class is 
free!  You may drop by on any Thursday evening, 
email: victoryhall1msn.com, or call 201-823-9393 for 
more information. 

OLC Seniors:  The OLC Seniors meetings will resume 
in January 2015.  For more information, call Dorothy 
Bromirski, (201) 333-4888. 

The OLC Adult Choir:  The regular choir rehearsal will 
take place Sundays, 11:15 am.  The choir will sing at 
the 12:30 pm Mass on Sundays.  If you have musical 
ability, please contact our music director Ben Rauch 
at: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10:00 am 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in!   

Coffee & Donuts:  every Sunday after the 10:00 am 
Mass.  This event may be held in the church hall.  
Please call the rectory if you wish to volunteer. 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, December 21, 2014 
2 Sm. 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Rom. 16:25-27; 

Lk. 1:26-38 
Sunday, December 28, 2014 

Gn. 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Col. 3:12-17; Lk. 2:22-40 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your finan-

cial support and for living your financial 
commitment to your parish.  We are 
grateful for those who are especially 
generous and who wish to remain 
anonymous.  We need your support 

for us to achieve our weekly collection goal of $6,000 per 
Sunday which is essential to the financial health of your 
parish.  Mass attendance numbers and contributions 
for the weekend of December 14 are unavailable due 
to the early bulletin publication date.  We again thank 
all of those who generously support us with special ap-
preciation to those who are very generous!  Always re-
member that your gift is a gift given to the Lord.   

If you have been away from church traveling, 
please help make up our revenue by being extra gen-
erous in the collection when you return.  Thank you.   

MANGER PURCHASE 
This year we are replacing 

our manger scene.  We ex-
plored the possibility of repair-
ing and restoring our present 
set, but we discovered that pur-
chasing a new set is only a few 
thousand dollars more than re-
pairing our old set.  The new set 
will last us for years to come.  It is made in Italy by a 
very reputable company.   

We have some individuals who will be “memorial-
izing” one or more figures in the manger scene.  If you 
wish to contribute, please call the rectory to obtain 
more information.  If you wish to memorialize a statue, 
the offering is as low as $165.00. 

FAITH WORKS 
Food Drive 

Even though we focus on the first 
weekend of the month for collecting 
non-perishable foods, with the coming 
of Christmas we are making a very spe-
cial appeal for food for those in need. 

We are asking all parishioners to 
be especially generous this time of the year by making 
donations of non-perishable food items.  Leave your 
donations on the table in the rear of the church.  Sug-
gested donations may include: canned coffee, tea, 
jelly, peanut butter, canned vegetables, canned and 
dried soups, cereals, pastas and noodles, brown gra-
vies, Italian gravies, toiletries (soaps, shampoos, body 
washes, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.), canned meats 
and tuna fish, and condiments (mayo, mustard, 
ketchup, salt, pepper, sugar, etc.).  Thanks again for 
your generosity to the neediest of our community. 

Our winter coat drive was a great success.  Thank 
you to all who contributed.  At this time we are sus-
pending our collection of winter coats.  We will be una-
ble to deliver them before Christmas.   
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday December 20, 2014 
5:00 pm Richard Rubino 

From Jeanne N. Oppel 
Sunday December 21, 2014 
10:00 am Dolores Jaworowski 

From Christine Jaworowski 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Thomas Eckert 
From Wife 
People of the Parish 

Monday December 22, 2014 
12:30 pm 
 

Dennis Piatkowski 
From Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Hartanowicz  

Tuesday December 23, 2014 
12:30 pm Edward & Wanda Bromirski and 

John & Teresa Zazula 
From Melanie & Bill Zazula 

Wednesday December 24, 2014 
5:00 pm Henry L. Dwulet 

From Wife Mary and Family 
Thursday December 25, 2014 
Midnight People of the Parish 
10:00 am Frank Brajczewski 

From Daughter Rose 
12:30 pm Bartoszek, Korzeniowski, Liszewski 

Families 
From Family 

Friday December 26, 2014 
12:30 pm Chester Henry and 

Helen Cieszkowski 
From Rose, Sister 

Saturday December 27, 2014 
5:00 pm John Plewan 

From Bruno Ruskowski 
Sunday December 28, 2014 
10:00 am Olan Gallagher 

From Sister Caroline Kornutik 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Edward Warlikowski 
From Daughter Claire 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your life! 
The Bread, Wine and Tabernacle Candle will be offered in 

Memory of Thomas Eckert 
From Melanie and Bill Zazula 

STEWARDSHIP 
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord 

is with you!” – Luke 1:28 
 

Faith is a gift from God. 
During this Christmas season 

take time in silence and pray to God. Thank Him for all 
the gifts He has given you. Try to set aside any anger 
or resentment you have and really open your heart to 
receive the gift of God’s grace. 

REGISTER WITH YOUR PARISH! 
All Catholics should register with a parish.  If you have 

been attending OLC it is fairly simple to make it official.  
Come to the OLC Rectory any time between the hours of 
9:30 am – 5:00 pm, Monday – Fri-
day, and fill out a registration card.  
If you have any questions do not 
hesitate to call, 201-434-0798. 

LECTURE SERIES 
Our ten-part lec-

ture/study group will con-
tinue after the New Year.  
Please follow the bulletin 
and announcements in 
church for the exact date 
of our next meeting.   

Our sixth topic will 
be “A BODY BOTH SUFFERING AND GLORIOUS, 
THE MYSTICAL UNION OF CHRIST AND THE 
CHURCH.”   

Our presentation also explores the Catholic con-
viction that the life and presence of Christ continues to 
embrace humanity in all its joys and sorrows through 
the presence of the Church.  This program is designed 
for both Catholics and non-Catholics wishing to learn 
more about Catholicism.  This program will offer new 
insights into our faith and a deeper understanding 
about theology and spirituality.  

RCIA 
RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initia-

tion for Adults.  It is a program for you if 
you are an adult or teenager who is not 
baptized (or was baptized in another 
Christian community) and you are inter-
ested in becoming a member of the 
Catholic Church.  RCIA is a program 

baptized Catholics, adults or teens, needing to receive 
First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation.  We invite 
you to become part of a process of spiritual growth and 
development known as RCIA (Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults).  If you are interested, please contact the 
rectory, 201-434-0798, or send an email to the rectory, 
olc@olcjc.org, or feel free to speak Fr. Tom after Mass. 

SANTA’S ELF FACTORY 
Santa’s Elf Factory will be open on 

December 20 and 21, 10:00 am – 5:00 
pm at Tommy 2 Scoops, 117 York 
Street.  Half of the proceeds will benefit 
KFM Making a Difference in the Com-
munity, a local autism advocacy group.  
Discount admission available with an offering of a new, 
unwrapped toy to be donated to Toys for Tots.  There 
will be fun activities, sweet treats available and holiday 
shopping.  For more information and to register, visit 
www.jcfunraisers.com or jcfunraisers@gmail.com,or call 
201.579.3030. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT APPEAL 
Dear Parishioners,  

“Who can add to Christ-
mas?  The perfect motive is that 
God so loved the world.  The 
perfect gift is that He gave His 
only Son.  The only requirement 
is to believe in Him.  The reward 
of faith is that you shall have ev-
erlasting life.” - Corrie Ten Boom 

The sights and sounds of Christmas easily fill our 
senses.  We plan for holiday gatherings with family and 
friends.  We make our gift lists for those we love.  Nev-
ertheless, with all of these preparations, we must re-
member that Christmas celebrates God’s great gift of 
love for us.  Therefore, there is the lingering question, 
“How do I respond to this God’s great love for me?” 

People of great spiritual insight have consistently 
discovered that sacrificial giving brings joy to one’s 
heart.   It contributes to fulfillment in life, personal pride 
and satisfaction.  It also contributes to a sense of peace 
and security before God.  Even though we cannot add 
to Christmas as quoted by Corrie, we can become an 
extension of God’s love in the world to others through 
our charity. 

OLC’s Tradition of the “Christmas Gift” is 
longstanding.  It gives us an opportunity to support 
Christ’s Church by making your “Christmas Gift” to 
OLC.  Much of what you see here in the church was 
made possible by the generosity of parishioners in pre-
vious years.  We have the stained glass windows, the 
organ, the bathroom in the nave, the church ramp, the 
sanctuary flooring, and the list goes on. 

This year’s Christmas Gift is even more important 
since our regular weekly collections are trending down-
ward while the cost of maintaining the parish is trending 
upward.  As of mid-summer, our collections have fallen 
about $11,000 compared to the same time last year 
and there is no evidence that we will make up the dif-
ference before the end of the fiscal year.  This is due 
to the fact that several generous families, some of 
whom used the Parish Pay system, have moved from 
Jersey City and out of the parish.  A number of new 
parishioners have been generous, but we still have not 
made up this lost revenue. 

We therefore hope that this year, we will see some 
new families use this opportunity to register with the 
parish and start giving generously in the weekly enve-
lopes, and some of you who are already regular con-
tributors will support OLC by joining Parish Pay 
(www.parishpay.com). 

Our primary goal for this year’s Christmas Gift is to 
raise $75,000 in order to complete two sorely needed 
upgrades to our church:  We are presently receiving 
proposals and estimates for replacing the church front 
doors.  We also wish to renovate the church hall 
kitchen, which will be a costly project, but it is neces-
sary.  It is estimated that the church doors will cost as 

much as $40,000.  Kitchen renovations will cost more 
than twice that of the church doors. 

While $75,000 may seem to be high, it is not un-
reasonable based on previous Gifts and we feel that if 
each family would strive to give at least $400 we could 
move forward with our plans.  As always, $400 is not a 
minimum gift, nor is it a maximum, particularly for those 
who can give more.  Keep in mind, you can give your 
gift in installments. 

We appreciate your generosity in the past and an-
ticipate your generous response to our “Christmas Gift” 
appeal this year.  May God bless you always. 

Sincerely, 
The Parish Finance Committee 

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 
Please consider joining one of our parish minis-

tries, which are always in need of new members.  
Schedules for Masses are flexible and take your pref-
erences and availability into account.  For information, 
call the rectory, speak to Fr. Tom after Mass, or contact 
one of the following persons: 
Altar Servers or Eucharistic Ministers – Fr. Tom, 
OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch, email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10:00 am Mass –  

call OLC rectory   

FREE INTRODUCTORY PAINTING CLASS 
AT THE DRAWING ROOMS 

Want to try painting?  This is 
your chance!  Beginning this 
month, learn to paint with artist 
Robert Preston on Thursday 
evenings 7 pm – 9 pm.  Robert 
will show you how to use water-
based oil paints that give the look 
and feel of an oil painting but with 
greater ease.  Your first class is free!  Class is currently 
forming.  You may drop by on any Thursday evening, 
email: victoryhall1msn.com, or call 201-823-9393 for more 
information.  

MOMMY & ME CLASSES AT OLC SCHOOL 
Fun for you and your 

little ones!  Mommy & Me 
will be back at Little Har-
bor Academy at OLC 
School beginning Janu-
ary 2015.  Classes are for 

children 18 - 30 months.  The 10-week sessions run from 
2:00 pm – 2:45 pm, and cost $250 (plus a one-time $25 
registration fee).  “Creative Arts & Cooking” starts on Tues-
day, January 6, “Storytelling & Music/Movement” begins 
on Wednesday, January 7, and “Montessori Time” will 
begin on Thursday, January 8.  LHA teachers facilitate all 
programs.  Please contact Mrs. Murduca: Mommy-
andMe@olcschool.org for more information.   
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