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Fifth Sunday of Lent – April 6, 2014

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Ms. Kathleen Church,  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker  

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 

Fax 
201-985-0918 

Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 

Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 

Counseling 
917-312-3303  
www.kathleenchurch.com 

The OLC School  
201-434-2405 

Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday - Friday:  12:30 pm (Church open from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for 
children 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from 
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  
Parents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by The Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
The OLC Counseling Center – Well Being on the Waterfront 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Individual, Marriage, and Family Counseling 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in 
joyfully giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, 
embraces the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City 
waterfront. 

 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants 
to Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now 
live in our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a 
cherished icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our 
historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
“Operation Playground” is NOW underway.  So, what is “Operation Playground”?  In short it is a cooperative 

partnership with Fr. Tom, the pastor, Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli, the school principal, the “Operation Playground” 
committee and school community members, who are working feverishly toward the construction of a newly designed 
contemporary school playground.  To date the committee is excited and very pleased with their progress towards mak-
ing this playground a reality.  When our doors open for the 2014-2015 school year, the Committee is confident that our 
new playground, located on York Street, will be a reality.  To date, the Committee has raised approximately $100,000 
towards a $300,000 goal.   

To discover more about the School and “Operation Playground”, visit the school’s website www.olcschool.org.  The 
website is filled with relevant and pertinent information about the school, its educational philosophy and its many activi-
ties designed to enhance the growth and developments of its students.  If you are an alumni of the OLC School, you can 
take pride in the direction and development of your alma mater.  If you are a parent who will be looking to place your 
child in Preschool, the website will prove to be very informative.   

As we move forward with “Operation Playground”, we appeal to the school alumni to “give back” in gratitude for 
what the school had given you.  If you know of school alumni, we need their help also; and you can inform them about 
this project.  If you plan to send your child to the OLC School, we ask that you jump on our bandwagon to support “Op-
eration Playground”.  We need everyone’s help.  

You can support “Operation Playground” by attending the school’s Spring Fling Carnival.  It will be a day of fun 
and excitement, with live entertainment by our very own students and a variety of other activities.  This is the much-
anticipated event of the year.  Come out on Saturday, May 31st to show your support.  The school will be hosting this 
event on the Prep Play Court in front of their gym on Warren Street.   

Another way in which you can support this project is to make a tax-deductable donation to the school.  Visit the 
school website and make a donation.  Any amount given is always appreciated.  You can log on to our school website at 
www.olcschool.org and visit the Giving tab. 

Thank you for all of your support.   
 

 
 

BAPTISM PROGRAM & SCHEDULE AT OLC 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the first component 

of our Baptism Program.  This 
component is intended for those 
preparing for the birth of their child.  
It is required that you pre-register 
for this program, or notify the 
rectory that you will attend.  To 
register, go to our website, olcjc.org 
and reference “Formation and Sac-

raments.”  Follow the link to “Baptism of Children,” or 
call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are: 

May 4, 2014, July 6, 2014, September 7, 2014 

GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 
of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.   

You can register for this program by going to the 
parish website or calling the rectory, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely 
helpful).  Please refer below for a list of up-coming 
dates and plan to attend accordingly: 

June 1, 2014, August 3, 2014, October 5, 2014 

Please register to be parishioners before attending 
the baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory 
Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. till 5 p.m.   

Almost all parishes, including OLC, do not cele-
brate the Sacrament of Baptism during Lent.  How-
ever, Lent is a good time to attend the Baptism ses-
sions.   

EASTER FLOWER COLLECTION 
We are conducting our Easter 

Flower Collection, this weekend, 
April 5/6.  Your generosity will en-
able us to decorate the church in a 
manner worthy of its beauty and 
the Easter Celebration.  Please, be 
generous as we take up this col-
lection at the doors of the church 
as you leave Mass. 

We are also enlisting volun-
teers to help decorate the church for Holy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter.  If you can help, for even one 
day, please call the rectory 201-434-0798. 

LENTEN RETREATS 
April 17-20, Holy Week Retreat for Women.  

Thursday at 1 PM until Easter Sunday at 1:30 PM.  
Conferences will be related to the Holy Week Lit-
urgy.  $175.  Benedictine Center for Spirituality, 851 
North Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07208 

For more information call : 908-353-3028, or email: 
maritaosb@aol.com,  www.catholicforum.com/bensisnj  

A W O R D F R O M O U R P A S T O R
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering someone 

in our prayers (whether alive 
or deceased) is always 
important.  Because the 
celebration of the Mass is 
the highest form of worship 
the Church celebrates, the  

practice of having a Mass “offered” for an individual, 
deceased or living, or for a particular intention, is an 
excellent way of bringing our intentions to God.  This is 
a long standing tradition in the church.  It is also a 
devotional practice whereby we keep alive the memory 
of our loved ones.  Through this practice we can 
maintain that loving bond between ourselves and those 
whom we love.  A Mass can be offered on the 
anniversary of death or on a person’s birthday, or at 
any time.  You may also have a Mass celebrated for 
someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and for special 
intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop 
by the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-
mail to: secretary@olcjc.org.    

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 

2nd Grade First Communion Class:  Group A will 
meet April 13, Group B – April 27,   8:45 AM.   

8th Grade Confirmation Class:  Next class, April 13 at 
11:00 AM.  Mass beforehand at 10 AM 

Seniors’ Easter Meeting:  Wednesday, April 9 at 1 PM 
in the church hall.  Lunch will be served.  Cost TBD 

OLC Easter Egg Hunt:  Saturday, April 19, 10 AM.  
Don’t be late, because the hunt starts promptly at 10! 

Seniors’  Trip:  Wednesday, April 30, trip to the Stony 
Hill Inn in Hackensack for lunch and entertainment.  
Cost $50.  Bus will leave 221 Warren St. at 9:30 AM 
then to 72 & 100 Montgomery Sts., and 500 Manila 
Ave.  

Seniors’ Meeting:  Wednesday, May 7 at 1 PM in the 
church hall.  Please note the meeting is a week earlier 
due to the trip to Canada.  Lunch will be served, cost 
TBD.  At this meeting payment is due for the 
Amishland trip to PA. 

Seniors’ Trip to Niagara Falls:  May 12 – 16.  See this 
bulletin’s article for details. 

Seniors’ Trip to Amishland, PA:  Wednesday, June 
18.  See this bulletin’s article for details. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in! 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, April 6, 2014 
Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8: 8-11; Jn 11:1-45   

Sunday, April 13, 2014 
Mt 12:1-11; Is 50: 4-7; Phil 2: 6-11; Mt 26:14---27:11-54 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your 

financial support and for living 
your financial commitment to your 
parish.  We are grateful for those 
who are especially generous and 
who wish to remain anonymous.  
We need your support for us to 
achieve our weekly collection goal of $6,000 per 
Sunday.  Reaching this goal, and exceeding it, is 
essential to the financial health of your parish. 

For the weekend of March 29/30, 393 people 
attended Mass.  The collection amounted to $6,909 of 
which $1,900 was contributed by those using 
ParishPay.  This is $909 above our weekly goal.  
Thank you. 

DOWNTOWN HARVEST COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE (CSA) 

Our CSA, Downtown Harvest group, is now pre-
paring for their upcoming season.  The CSA is a not-
for-profit group for members who provides fresh, or-
ganic produce.  This program promotes relationships 
with our community, and promotes stewardship of our 
earth by fostering sustainable agriculture.  During the 
harvest season, once a week, the farmer brings the 
members’ weekly share for distribution at the parish 
garage.  Members share in the risks and the rewards 
of the farmer.  For membership information, please 
visit the website at http://www.downtownharvest.org/ or e-
mail downtownharvest@yahoo.com.   

WOMEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION 
“Be Not Afraid:  Rejoice in God’s Mercy” is a day of 

reflection which is sponsored by the Archdiocese of 
Newark’s Women’s Commission on Saturday, April 26, 
2014, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, held at Seton Hall University, 
400 South Orange Avenue, South Orange, NJ.  Reflect 
as you listen to dynamic speakers and beautiful music.  
You will be given the opportunity to attend confession, 
Holy Hour and Mass.  Continental breakfast and lunch 
are included.  
Guest speakers: 
Helen Alvare, J.D. Associate Professor of Law who is 

an expert on marriage, family and women’s issues. 
Sr. Mary Gabriel, S.V. Sisters of Life. 

Cost: $25, $20 for seniors and students (18-22 years) 
Register at www.rcan.org/womcom or for more information 
call Sarah at the OLC rectory at 201-434-0798. 

SAINT DOMINIC ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 
Saint Dominic Academy, Jersey City, will host its 

Spring Open House for grades 7-12 on Tuesday, May 6, 
2014 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  The event will feature club 
and athletic demonstrations, presentations by academic 
departments and the administration, tours of the school 
and information about the application process.  Applica-
tions can be found on their website:  www.stdominicacad.com.   
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MMAASSSS  IINNTTEENNTTIIOONNSS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK  

Saturday April 5, 2014 
5:00 pm Frances Krupa, 22nd Ann. 

From children & grandchildren 

Sunday April 6, 2014 
10:00 am Anna (37th Ann.) & Stanley Kuklasinski 

From Josephine, daughter  
12:30 pm Edward Secsik 

From Rose Rokosz 
7:00 pm People of the Parish 

Monday April 7, 2014 
12:30 pm Linus Leinenbach 

Tuesday April 8, 2014 
12:30 pm Antonia Penaga 

From Vangie Campomanes 

Wednesday April 9, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 

Thursday April 10, 2014 
12:30 pm Avelina Lapade  

From children & grandchildren 

Friday April 11, 2014 
12:30 pm John & Charlotte Morrison 

From the Christensen family 

Saturday April 12, 2014 
5:00 pm Julianna Stapinska, 50th Ann. 

From Terri & Ted, children 

Sunday April 13, 2014 
10:00 am Helen Siwik 

From family 
12:30 pm Henry L. Dwulet 

From wife Mary & family 
7:00 pm People of the Parish 

The Bread and Wine will be offered in Memory of 
Anna(37th Ann.) & Stanley Kuklasinski 

 from their daughter, Josephine. 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in you life! 

STEWARDSHIP 
“Jesus said to her, 

‘Did I not tell you that if 
you would believe you 
would see the glory of 
God?” 

JOHN 11:40 

Many of us say 
that we believe in 
God. We go to 
church on Sunday. 
We volunteer for 
events at our parish.  

But when life gets hard, the pressure is on, things 
aren’t going our way, do we really believe, do we 
really put our trust in the Lord? When we live a life of 
gratitude, being thankful for the gifts we have been 
given, we really do see that God is providing all that 
we need. 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
Thank you to the many famil ies who have al-

ready contributed t o  the Archbishop's Annual Ap-
peal!  This is a perfect opportunity for us to reflect 
on God 's generosity to us.  

There are so many ways 
God is made visible in the world 
around us. Our Church of New-
ark, which serves Hudson, Es-
sex, Union and Bergen counties, 
sees God in the hundreds of thousands of people it 
takes care of every year by teaching, sheltering and 
caring for all who come to it for help. 

The Archbishop's Annual Appeal plays an im-
portant role in providing evangelistic opportunities 
for people of all stages of life.  Through the Annual 
Appeal, the Archdiocese promotes several events to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  These in-
clude the Men's and Women's Commissions, 
Stewardship Day, in addition to parish-based pro-
grams such as Disciples in Mission, Cornerstone 
and Why Catholic.  In fact, the Men's Commission 
just took place March 15 at Seton Hall University.  
The Women's Day of Reflection is scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, April 26 at Seton Hall University. 
Please visit their website to learn more: 
http://www.rcan.org/womcom/  

The Archdiocese can only offer assistance to 
these Evangelistic outreaches because of your gen-
erosity to the Archbishop's Annual Appeal. Won't 
you please take a moment to fill out a pledge card?  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

To learn more about the ministries of the Arch-
diocese of Newark, please visit www.rcan.org/aaa, like 
us on facebook at ‘Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Newark' or tweet us at @NwkArchdiocese.   

FAITH AND SAFETY WEBSITE 
Technological tools are a primary way that 

child predators get into 
the lives of children! 

There is a new website 
from the USCCB to help 
keep children and families 
safe online.  The website is 
a partnership with the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America and it is designed 
to be a place where families learn to see technology 
through the eyes of faith and stay safe online.   The 
site offers guidance on how to use the  internet, cell 
phones and video games safely, as well as protecting 
children’s privacy.  www.faithandsafety.org 

One of the interesting sections has to do with geo-
tagging of pictures posted on the internet.  Parents 
and other caring adults don’t realize that pictures they 
post may be giving away the exact location where the 
picture was taken.  This could put their family at risk. 
The article is under the Learn Tab, under cell phones 
and kids.  
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GRIEVING THE DEATH OF A CHILD 
There is no loss like that of ones child.  The Arch-

diocese of Newark sponsors three support groups for 
parents grieving the loss of a child. Groups meet year 
around on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 
pm at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Center, 60 Byrd 
Avenue, Bloomfield and on the third Monday of each 
month at 7:30 pm at St. Peter the Apostle Church, 445 
Fifth Avenue, River Edge.  The support group for fathers 
who have lost a child meets quarterly at Notre Dame 
Parish Center, 359 Central Avenue, North Caldwell. 
There is no preregistration for any of the groups and 
there is no fee.  For further information, please contact 
the Office of Family Life Ministries at 973 497-4327. 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE 
Palm Sunday, April 13, 2014 

Saturday Vigil, 5:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:10:00 a.m., 
12:30pm & 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 15, 2014 
Parish Penance Service, 7:00 
p.m. 

Holy Thursday, April 17, 2014 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 18, 2014 
Stations of the Cross, 3:00 p.m. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, 7:00 p.m.  
(Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross and 
Holy Communion). 

Holy Saturday, April 19, 2014 
Blessing of Food, 1:00 p.m. 

Holy Saturday Night 
Mass of Vigil, 8:00 p.m.  (Service of Light, Litur-
gies of the Word, Celebration of Sacraments of 
Initiation, Eucharist and Confirmation). 

Easter Sunday, April 20, 2014 
Masses: 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.  
THERE IS NO 7:00 p.m. Mass  

MARIANIST RETREAT CENTER 
The Marianist Retreat Center is located in the sea-

side community of Cape May Point, NJ.  They are a 
retreat center offering programs 
year round: youth, young adults, 
men, women, widows & widow-
ers, single parents and more. 
Retreats coming up are: 
April 11-13: A Retreat for Wid-
ows. 

We will look at our individual 
stories for courage and wisdom.  We hope to discover 
how in the sharing of our stories we continue to find 
strength and hope.  Beach walks, socials and other fun 
are included!  Cost $125.  Sign up online at 
www.capemaymarianists.org or call 609-884-3829.  

CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL 
The Catholic Home Missions Appeal supports 

dioceses in the United States and its territories that 
lack the resources to provide basic pastoral ministry 
to their populations.  

As a result of parishioners’ generosity, Catholic 
Home Missions impacts the lives of nearly 9 million 
Catholics.  The dioceses funded by the Appeal com-
prise nearly 45 percent of all U.S. dioceses.  Through 
your donations home mission dioceses will receive the 
resources they need to support their parishes and 
strengthen the Church at home.  A special collection 
will be taken up at all the Masses here at OLC on the 
weekend of April 12/13. Thanks for your generosity! 

ANNUAL EASTER GIFT APPEAL 
As many parishioners know, the “Christmas Gift” 

and “Easter Gift” programs have 
been longstanding traditions here 
at OLC. Funds raised through the 
“Christmas Gift” are dedicated to a 
special capital project.  Funds 
donated as the “Easter Gift” are 
dedicated to the operating budget. 
This year we will dedicate the 

Easter Gift to both.  We are suggesting a gift of $200. 
You may make your “Easter Gift in one payment or in 
installments.  Thank you so very much for your past 
financial generosity.  It is a powerful statement of your 
dedication and love for Christ and for His Church.  We 
at OLC are sincerely grateful.  Regardless of your 
pledge amount whether it is $5.00, $150 or more, you 
are always in our prayers. God bless you! 

UPCOMING SENIORS’ TRIPS 
Time for the seniors’ 

to have some fun!  Join 
in on one or both of their 
upcoming trips. 

Niagara Falls, 
Toronto, Canada Trip 
Monday – Friday, May 
12 – 16.  Cost is $625 
per person double 
occupancy and $755 per person single occupancy.  
The pack-age includes: 4 nights lodging in Niagara 
Falls, 4 breakfasts, 4 full course dinners, including 
Secret Garden, Mandarin, Elements, and the Skylon 
Tower, tours of Niagara, Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
Toronto, visit to a casino, transportation, taxes, meal 
gratuities and much more.  Passport is required.  

Trip to Amishland, PA.  Wednesday, June 18.  
Cost is $130 per person.  The package includes per-
formance of “Moses” at the Millennium Theater, 
dinner at Good’n’Plenty Restaurant, outlet shop-
ping, transportation and all tips.  If you have never 
been there, it is a must see! 


