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Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday – April 27, 2014 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Michael Braden, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, SJ 
Weekend Assistant 

Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 

Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Ms. Kathleen Church,  
Licensed Clinical Social Worker  

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 
Fax 
201-985-0918 
Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 
Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 
Counseling 
917-312-3303  
www.kathleenchurch.com 
The OLC School  
201-434-2405 
Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 

Mass Schedule 
Monday - Friday:  12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 am to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2 years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from 
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Par-
ents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church & at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by The Middle States Commission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of The OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3 & 4 year olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2 year olds 
 
The OLC Counseling Center – Well Being on the Waterfront 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Individual, Marriage, and Family Counseling 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyful-
ly giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, em-
braces the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City wa-
terfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants 
to Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now 
live in our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cher-
ished icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic 
Church. 
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BAPTISM PROGRAM & SCHEDULE AT OLC 
GATHERING TO REJOICE is the first component 

of our Baptism Program.  This component is intended 
for those preparing for the birth of their child.  It is re-
quired that you pre-register for this program, or notify 

the rectory that you will attend.  To regis-
ter, go to our website, olcjc.org and refer-
ence “Formation and Sacraments.”  Fol-
low the link to “Baptism of Children,” or 
call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are: 

May 4, 2014, July 6, 2014, September 7, 2014 
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 

of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.   

You can register for this program by going to the 
parish website or calling the rectory, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely 
helpful).  Please refer below for a list of up-coming 
dates and plan to attend accordingly: 

June 1, 2014, August 3, 2014, October 5, 2014 
Please register to be parishioners before attending 

the baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory 
Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. till 5 p.m.   

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Parishioner,   

Holy Week is the most sacred and solemn time of the 
Church year.  During Holy Week we celebrated the institu-
tion of the Eucharist, the establishment of the priesthood, 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, our Savior.   

During Holy Week at OLC, we attempt to celebrate 

these mysteries fittingly and with devotion and all of our 
liturgical ministers always serve so outstandingly and with 
great dedication.  Some of the things that were outstanding 
include: Volunteers who helped decorate the church; litur-
gical ministers (Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Serv-
ers), some of who attended all of the services; those who 
volunteered for the Holy Thursday “Washing of the Feet”; 
our Cantors, choir members and Ben, Our Director of Mu-
sic.   

Our Easter Vigil was particularly compelling.  The 
choir and cantors were outstanding and they deserve due 
recognition.  I hope that no parishioner takes for granted 
the wonderful music ministry we have at OLC. 

With appreciation 

 

BAPTISM PROGRAM & SCHEDULE AT OLC 
We congratulate 

Nari Kyak 
whom we received into 

the Catholic faith  
during the Easter Vigil. 

During the Easter Vigil 
Nari received the sacra-
ments of Baptism, First 

Eucharist and  
Confirmation. 

Pictured with Nari is her 
sponsor 

Joseph Palazzolo 

P H O T O S  F R O M  O U R  2 0 1 4  E A S T E R  E G G  H U N T  
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Remembering someone in our 

prayers (whether alive or deceased) is 
always important.  Because the 
celebration of the Mass is the highest 
form of worship the Church celebrates, 

the  practice of having a Mass “offered” for an 
individual, deceased or living, or for a particular 
intention, is an excellent way of bringing our intentions 
to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the church.  
It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep alive 
the memory of our loved ones.  Through this practice 
we can maintain that loving bond between ourselves 
and those whom we love.  A Mass can be offered on 
the anniversary of death or on a person’s birthday, or 
at any time.  You may also have a Mass celebrated for 
someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and for special 
intentions for family and/or friends.   

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated, simply stop 
by the rectory, call us at 201-434-0798 or send an e-
mail to: secretary@olcjc.org.    

2014 EVENTS AT OLC 
2nd Grade First Communion Class:  Group A will 

meet May 4, Group B – May 11, at 8:45 AM.   
8th Grade Confirmation Class:  Next class, May 4 at 

11:00 AM.  Mass beforehand at 10 AM 
First Friday Devotions:  Friday, May 2 at 7 PM 
RCIA Full Initiation:  Sunday, May 4 at the 12:30 PM 

Mass.   
Drug Addicts Anonymous:  Will speak at all Masses 

Sunday, May 4.   
Seniors’  Trip:  Wednesday, April 30, trip to the Stony 

Hill Inn in Hackensack for lunch and entertainment.  
Cost $50.  Bus will leave 221 Warren St. at 9:30 AM 
then to 72 & 100 Montgomery Sts., and 500 Manila 
Ave.  

Seniors’ Meeting:  Wednesday, May 7 at 1 PM in the 
church hall.  Please note the meeting is a week earlier 
due to the trip to Canada.  Lunch will be served, cost 
TBD.  At this meeting payment is due for the 
Amishland trip to PA. 

Seniors’ Trip to Niagara Falls:  May 12 – 16.  See this 
bulletin’s article for details. 

Seniors’ Trip to Amishland, PA:  Wednesday, June 
18.  See this bulletin’s article for details. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10 AM 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in! 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, April 27, 2014 
Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31 

Sunday, May 4, 2014 
Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 PT 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your financial support and 

for living your financial commitment to your parish.  We 
are grateful for those who are especially generous and 
who wish to remain anonymous.  We need your support 
for us to achieve our weekly collection 
goal of $ 6,000 per Sunday.  Reaching 
this goal, and exceeding it, is essential 
to the financial health of your parish.  
For Easter weekend, 823 people at-
tended Mass.  The collection amounted to $22,820, 
not including ParishPay.  For the weekend of April 
12/13, 480 people attended Mass. The collection 
amounted to $7,410 of which $ 2,361 was contributed 
by those using ParishPay.  This is $1,410 above our 
weekly goal.  Thank you, for your generosity! 

DOWNTOWN HARVEST COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE (CSA) 

Our CSA, Downtown Harvest 
group, is now preparing for their 
upcoming season.  The CSA is a 
not-for-profit group that provides 
fresh, organic produce for mem-
bers.  This program promotes 
relationships with our communi-
ty, and promotes stewardship of 
our earth by fostering sustaina-

ble agriculture.  During the harvest season, once a 
week, the farmer brings the members’ weekly share 
for distribution at the parish garage.  Members share 
in the risks and the rewards of the farmer.  For mem-
bership information, please visit the website at 
http://www.downtownharvest.org/ or e-mail downtownhar-
vest@yahoo.com.   

OPERATION PLAYGROUND 
“Operation Playground” is NOW underway.  

This is a cooperative partnership with Fr. Tom, the 
pastor, Mrs. Anna Mae 
Stefanelli, the school prin-
cipal, the “Operation 
Playground” committee 
and school community 
members, who are working 
feverishly toward the con-
struction of a newly de-

signed contemporary school play-ground.  This play-
ground will include the newest designs that will chal-
lenge children’s physical abilities.  The play-ground 
will be more than a place to play but an environment 
in which children can grow physically.  To date the 
committee is excited and very pleased with their pro-
gress.  So far, the Committee has raised approxi-
mately $100,000 towards a $300,000 goal, we can 
use as much financial support as possible.  If you 
graduated from OLC, please make a donation.  Thank 
you. 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday April 26, 2014 
5:00 pm John Genova 

From Kathleen Boyle 
Sunday April 27, 2014 
10:00 am Mary Czysz & Family 

From Laura Czysz, Cathy, Fred & 
Allie Savage 

12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Edward Secsik 
From Rose Rokosz 
People of the Parish 

Monday April 28, 2014 
12:30 pm Hector Mastropasqua, 1st Ann. 

From Laura & Julie, daughters 
Tuesday April 29 2014 
12:30 pm Helen Siwik 

From family 
Wednesday April 30, 2014 
12:30 pm Communion Service 
Thursday May 1, 2014 
12:30 pm Intention of Susan, nurse 

From Mike Burke 
Friday May 2 2014 
12:30 pm 
 

Rose Fiorillo 
From Joe Flynn 

Saturday May 3, 2014 
5:00 pm Frank Gradowski, 10th Ann. 

From Ted, brother & Terri, sister-in-law 
Sunday May 4, 2014 
10:00 am Wiktoria, Antoni, Krystina & Stanislaw 

Michno 
From Janina 

12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

Henry Rokosz  
From Rose, wife & son 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass. It will make a difference in your life! 

STEWARDSHIP 
“Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘peace be 

with you’.”   John 20:19  
Are you good at mak-

ing people feel welcome?  
When you meet someone 
new, a new neighbor, a 
new work colleague, a 
new parishioner, do you 
make them feel at home?  
Many of us can probably 
do a much better job at 
this.  When we make peo-
ple feel welcome, we 
make them feel like they 
are included instead of 

being excluded.  A simple “hello” and a smile goes a 
long way. 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
Thank you to the many families who have al-

ready contributed t o  the Archbishop's Annual Ap-
peal!  This is a perfect opportunity for us to reflect 
on God 's generosity to us.  

There are so many ways God is 
made visible in the world around 
us. Our Church of Newark, which 
serves Hudson, Essex, Union and 
Bergen counties, sees God in the 
hundreds of thousands of people it takes care of every 
year by teaching, sheltering and caring for all who 
come to it for help. 

The Archbishop's Annual Appeal plays an im-
portant role in providing evangelistic opportunities 
for people of all stages of life.  Through the Annual 
Appeal, the Archdiocese promotes several events to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  These in-
clude the Men's and Women's Commissions, 
Stewardship Day, in addition to parish-based pro-
grams such as Disciples in Mission, Cornerstone 
and Why Catholic.  In fact, the Men's Commission 
just took place March 15 at Seton Hall University.  
The Women's Day of Reflection t o o k  p l a c e  Sat-
urday, April 26 at Seton Hall University.  Please visit 
the Archdiocesan website to learn more about Arch-
diocesan sponsored events: http://www.rcan.org 

The Archdiocese can only offer assistance to 
these Evangelistic outreaches because of your gen-
erosity to the Archbishop's Annual Appeal. Won't 
you please take a moment to fill out a pledge card?  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration! 

To learn more about the ministries of the Arch-
diocese of Newark, please visit www.rcan.org/aaa, like 
us on facebook at ‘Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Newark' or tweet us at @NwkArchdiocese.   

ANNUAL EASTER GIFT APPEAL 
As many parishioners know, the 

“Christmas Gift” and “Easter Gift” 
programs are longstanding traditions 
here at OLC.  Moneys raised 
through the “Christmas Gift” are 
dedicated to a special capital pro-
ject.  Donations from the “Easter 
Gift” are dedicated to the operating budget.   

Because we fell short of our Christmas Gift goal, we 
are suggesting that you be as generous as possible at 
this time of the year.  Our suggested gift is $200.  You 
may make your “Easter Gift” in one payment or in in-
stallments.  Thank you so very much for your past finan-
cial generosity.  It is a powerful statement of your dedi-
cation and love for Christ and for His Church.  We at 
OLC are sincerely grateful.  Regardless of your pledge 
amount whether it is $5.00, $200 or more, you are al-
ways in our prayers.  God bless you!   

Additionally, we strongly suggest enrolling in 
ParishPay.  This will help us immensely with parish fi-
nances.   
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GRIEVING THE DEATH OF A CHILD 
There is no loss like that of one’s child.  The Archdi-

ocese of Newark sponsors three support groups for par-
ents grieving the loss of a child.  Groups meet year 
around on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 
pm at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Center, 60 Byrd 
Avenue, Bloomfield and on the third Monday of each 
month at 7:30 pm at St. Peter the Apostle Church, 445 
Fifth Avenue, River Edge.  The support group for fathers 
who have lost a child meets quarterly at Notre Dame 
Parish Center, 359 Central Avenue, North Caldwell. 
There is no preregistration or fee.  For further infor-
mation, Office of Family Life Ministries at 973 497-4327. 

OUR PARISH PICNIC 
Good News!  The weather is finally getting better.  

Winter is giving way to Spring, and Summer is not  far 
behind.  With the coming of 
Summer we start planning our 
parish’s annual picnic.  Set 
your calendar for Sunday, 
June 8.   

The picnic will be at the 
Prep’s court yard on Warren 

Street.  Festivities will start after the 12:30 pm Mass 
and they will continue as long as people wish to stay.  
Of course, bring your children and an appetite.  Be 
prepared to socialize, meet other parishioners and 
make new friends.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - In the last few years, 
we had many wonderful volunteers to make the picnic 
a success.  We will be requesting volunteers to help 
again.  We will need people to set-up, cook, serve 
and clean-up.  Additionally, we will be requesting 
people to help with children’s activities: face painting, 
a variety of games and activities, etc.  So, be pre-
pared to sign-up. 

Many people like to donate a dessert, a particular 
ethnic food or some other delicacy.  We will welcome 
any such contribution.   

UPCOMING SENIORS’ TRIPS 
Time for the seniors’ to have some fun!  Join in on 

one or both of their upcoming trips. 
Niagara Falls, Toronto, Canada Trip Monday – 

Friday, May 12 – 16.  Cost is $625 per person double 
occupancy and $755 per person single occupancy.  
The pack-age includes: 4 nights lodging in Niagara 
Falls, 4 breakfasts, 4 full course dinners, including 
Secret Garden, Mandarin, Elements, and the Skylon 
Tower, tours of Niagara, Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
Toronto, visit to a casino, transportation, taxes, meal 
gratuities and much more.  Passport is required.  

Trip to Amishland, PA.  Wednesday, June 18.  
Cost is $130 per person.  The package includes per-
formance of “Moses” at the Millennium Theater, din-
ner at Good’n’Plenty Restaurant, outlet shopping, 
transportation and all tips.  If you have never been 
there, it is a must see! 

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2014! 
Please consider joining one 

of our parish ministries, which 
are always in need of new mem-
bers.  Schedules for Masses are 
flexible and take your prefer-
ences and availability into ac-
count.  For information, call the 
rectory, speak to Fr. Tom after 
Mass, or contact one of the fol-

lowing persons: 
Altar Servers – OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch/ email: Directorofmusic@olcjc.org  
Eucharistic Ministers – OLC, rectory, 201-434-0798 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10 AM Mass – OLC rectory 

You can also talk to Father Tom after any of the 
Masses if you are interested in any of the above min-
istries. 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 
Are you experiencing some troubles in your mar-

riage?  Go to www.helpourmarriage.com or 
www.retrouvaille.org.  These are Catholic based pro-
grams open to all faiths.  Next NJ/NY weekend is 
scheduled for May 2- 4 at Holiday Inn, Clark, NJ, off 
the Garden State Parkway.  For registration call 973-
723-7090. 

UPDATING THE OLC DIRECTORY 
Help us update our directory!   If you have moved 

but are still attending OLC please call, mail or email 
the rectory to update your information.  There are also 
some families who have been with the parish for a 
while but have never registered.  You can come and 
register Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

FAITH WORKS 
Next weekend, the first weekend of the month, we 

make a special appeal asking parishioners to make a 
donation of non-perishable food items.  Again, we are 
asking you to remember your food donation and leave 
it on the table in the rear of the church. 

Suggested donations include:  jelly, peanut butter, 
canned vegetables, canned and dried soups, cereals, 
pastas and noodles, brown gravies, Italian gravies, 
toiletries (soap, shampoo, tooth paste, etc.), canned 
meats and tuna fish, condiments (mayo, mustard, 
ketchup, salt, pepper, etc.)  

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS & HOLY HOUR 
We will celebrate First Friday 

Devotions, this Friday, May 2, 
7:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  This hour will 
afford you a perfect opportunity for 
prayerful reflection and a time for 
peaceful spiritual sustenance.   
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