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Third Sunday of Easter – April 19, 2015 

Very Rev. Thomas J. Ciba, V.F. 
Pastor  

Rev. Anthony Azzarto, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 
Rev. Michael Braden, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 
Rev. David Stump, S.J. 
Weekend Assistant 
Mrs. Anna Mae Stefanelli 
Principal 

Mr. Jonathan Blevis 
Pastoral Associate 
Mr. Ben Rauch 
Director of Music 

Parish Office  
201-434-0798 
Fax 
201-985-0918 
Email 
pastor@olcjc.org 
bulletin@olcjc.org 
Websites 
www.olcjc.org 
www.olcschool.org 
The OLC School  
201-434-2405 
Little Harbor Academy 
201-434-6708 
Counseling, Ann Tedeschi, 
LCSW,* 
(201) 339-3372, (201) 725-8154 
Counseling, Relief & Solutions 
Counseling,* (201) 666-2400 

*Not affiliated with OLC 

Mass Schedule 
Monday – Friday: 12:30 pm (Church open from 12:00 noon to 1:15 pm) 
Saturday:  5:00 pm, Sunday Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   10:00 am, 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm 
Note:   St. Anthony of Padua, 330 Sixth Street, Jersey City, the Center for 

Polish Ministry in Jersey City, offers a Polish Language Mass at 
OLC, Sundays at 8:00 am. 

 
Faith Formation during 10:00 am Mass 
We provide a Faith Formation program called “Children’s Liturgy of the Word” for chil-
dren 2½ years of age on up during the Sunday Mass.  We dismiss the children from 
Mass after the Opening Prayer to the church hall, returning before the Offertory.  Par-
ents are welcome to accompany their child if they wish.   
 
Confessions/Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm in the church and at other times by appointment with the 
pastor. 
 
Weddings  
Those interested in celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office one year in advance of their proposed date of marriage. 
 
Infant Baptisms 
Preparation for Baptism should ideally begin before the birth of the child.  Expectant 
parents should visit the parish website for more information. 
 
The OLC School – Quality Education on the Waterfront  
248 Luis Marin Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Grades 1 - 8 
Accredited by the Middle States Co 
mmission on Elementary and Secondary Schools 
 
The Little Harbor Academy – The Early Childhood Division of the OLC School 
186 Grand Street, Jersey City, NJ  07302 
Programs:  Kindergarten; Pre-Kindergarten Program for 3- & 4-year-olds; Montessori 
Toddler Program for 2-year-olds 
 
To Register and Be Part of OLC 
We welcome you to register and to be part of our parish family.  Please contact the 
parish office to arrange an informal appointment with the pastor. 
 
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hoboken and OLC Church, Jersey City 
We work together to proclaim and live the Gospel on the Hudson River Waterfront by 
sharing our time, energy, and resources, and in doing so, we more powerfully witness 
the presence of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Czestochowa Catholic Church 
120 Sussex Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 
 

Our Mission 
The mission of our Parish is to reach out to all people and encourage them to join us in joyfully 
giving praise and glory to God; to build a Christian community that, with trust in God, embraces 
the future, and in doing so, is a beacon of faith, hope and love on the Jersey City waterfront. 
 
Our History 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, or OLC, was founded in 1911 to serve Polish immigrants in 
Jersey City. Today, OLC is growing and changing as it seeks to serve all those who now live in 
our neighborhood. The Church takes its name from a city in Poland that houses a cherished 
icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of that icon is centrally located in our historic Church. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
“Seeing is believing….”  We have trouble believing in something unless we 

can see with our own eyes.  Luke 24:35-48 attests to the reality of the resurrec-
tion.  Jesus goes to great lengths to assure his disciples that he is not a ghost or 
illusion.  He shows them the marks of his crucifixion and he explains how the 
scriptures foretold his death and rising.  Jerome, an early church bible scholar, 
comments:  “As he showed them real hands and a real side, he really ate with his 
disciples; really walked with Cleophas; conversed with men with a real tongue; 
really reclined at supper; with real hands took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
was offering it to them...  Do not put the power of the Lord on the level with the 
tricks of magicians, so that he may appear to have been what he was not, and 
may be thought to have eaten without teeth, walked without feet, broken bread without hands, spoken without a tongue, 
and showed a side which had no ribs.”  (From a letter to Pammachius against John of Jerusalem 34, 5th century.) 

Through His death, Jesus won pardon for our sins.  His death led to everlasting life for all of us.  Jesus shows us the 
way and gives us the power to overcome sin, despair, and death.  Just as the first disciples were commissioned to bring 
the good news of salvation to all the nations, so we too, are called to be witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ to 
all who live on the face of the earth. 

With love, 
 

 
BAPTISM 

GATHERING TO REJOICE is the 
first component of our Baptism Program 
for those preparing for the birth of their 
child.  You must pre-register for this 
program.  Register online at olcjc.org and 
reference “Formation and Sacraments.”  
Follow the link to “Baptism of Children,” or 
call the rectory.  Upcoming dates are:  

May 3, 2015, July 5, 2015 
GATHERING TO UNDERSTAND is the second part 

of our Baptism program.  If you are preparing for the 
baptism of your child, this program is required.  It ad-
dresses theology, the responsibilities and require-
ments of parents and Godparents, etc.  

You can register online, by phone, or you can just 
walk in (however, preregistration is extremely help-
ful).  Upcoming dates are: 

June 7, 2015, August 2 
Please register as parishioners before attending the 

baptism classes.  You can register in the rectory Monday 
through Friday from 9:30 am until 5:00 pm.  

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS & HOLY HOUR 
We will celebrate our next 

First Friday Devotions, on Fri-
day, May 1 from 7:00 pm to 8:00 
pm.  This hour will afford you a 
perfect opportunity for prayerful 
reflection and a time for peaceful 
spiritual sustenance.  Take a lit-
tle time for yourself for peaceful 
reflection and meditation.  It is only one hour, but it can 
take you away from your personal cares. 

BAPTISMS AT OLC 
We are very happy to announce that on Sunday, April 

12, our faith community welcomed two new members.  We 
congratulate our proud parents.   

 

 

 

Theodore Arya Jun Sartre 

the son of  

Gloria & Ronan 

 

 

 

 

Carina Belle Hartman 

the daughter of 

Joel & Carolyn 

 

 

SPRING BLOOMS 
To celebrate Spring and the chance to be 
out and about, let's come together for 
breakfast this Sunday, April 19, between 
the 10 am and 12:30 pm Masses.  Join 
us in the church hall.   

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

660 – Page 2 



MASS INTENTIONS 
It is a long standing tradition in many 

different faiths and cultures to remember, 
and even venerate, someone’s deceased 
relatives and friends.  We keep alive the 
memory of our deceased relatives and 

friends by remembering them in our prayers.  Through 
our prayers, we can also continue that spiritual and 
loving connection we had when they walked this earth. 

Remembering someone in our prayers (whether 
alive or deceased) is particularly important to us as 
Catholics.  Because the celebration of the Mass is the 
highest form of worship, the practice of having a Mass 
“offered” for an individual, deceased or living, or for a 
particular intention, is an excellent way of bringing our 
intentions to God.  This is a long standing tradition in the 
church.  It is also a devotional practice whereby we keep 
alive the memory of our loved ones.  Through this 
practice we can maintain that loving bond between 
ourselves and those whom we love.  A Mass can be 
offered on the anniversary of death or on a person’s 
birthday, or at any time.  You may also have a Mass 
celebrated for someone who is ill, in thanksgiving and 
for special intentions for family and/or friends.    

Take the time to have a Mass celebrated for your 
loved-ones.  Simply stop by the rectory, call us at 201-
434-0798 or send an e-mail to:  secretary@olcjc.org. 

2015 EVENTS AT OLC 
The Drawing Rooms:  Paper Constructions exhibit 

through May 3rd.  Ten artists create abstract and 
narrative works out of paper in sculpture, installation, 
drawing and collage.  Come visit us at 180 Grand 
Street, Thurs.-Fri. 4-7 pm and Sat.-Sun. 2-6 pm.  
Website:  www.drawingrooms.org.  

OLC Seniors:  April 20 trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 
to see “Abie’s Irish Rose”.  Fee is $55 per person.  
For more information, call Dorothy Bromirski, (201) 
333-4888. 

The OLC Adult Choir:  The regular choir rehearsal will 
take place Sundays, 11:15 am.  The choir will sing at 
the 12:30 pm Mass on Sundays.  If you have musical 
ability, please contact our music director Ben Rauch 
at:  Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Every Sunday during 10:00 am 
Mass for 20 minutes.  Ages 2 and older.  Parents 
are welcome.  No registration required – join in!   

Coffee & Donuts:  Every Sunday after the 10:00 am 
Mass.  This event may be held in the church hall.  
Please call the rectory if you wish to volunteer. 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Reflect on today’s readings.  Prepare for next Sunday 

Sunday, April 19, 2015 
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 Jn. 2:1-5a; Lk. 24:35-48 

Sunday, April 26, 2015 
Acts 4:8-12; 1 Jn. 3:1-2; Jn. 10:11-18 

WEEKLY OFFERING 
Thank you so much for your fi-

nancial support and for living your 
financial commitment to your par-
ish.  We are grateful for those who 
generously support the parish.  We 
need your support to achieve our 
weekly collection goal of $6,000 
per Sunday which is essential to 

the financial health of your parish.   
For the weekend of April 12, 364 people attended 

Mass.  The collection in church amounted to $5,266.  
ParishPay donations for the past week were $2,507, 
contributing to a weekend collection of $7,773.  This is 
$1,773 above our weekly goal of $6,000.   

Easter Sunday’s attendance was actually 823 and 
not 419 as last week’s bulletin reported.  Additional 
Easter Gifts were made bringing our Easter Gifts to 
$ 31,952.  Thank you for your generous response to 
the Gift Appeal. 

If you have been away from church traveling for 
Easter, there is still time to make your Easter Gift.  If 
you use ParishPay, you can still give through Parish-
Pay, or make your contribution in church using an 
Easter Envelope.  Thank you.   

SPRING FAMILY RETREATS AT THE 
MARIANIST FAMILY RETREAT CENTER 

High School Teen Retreat – May 1-3.  Join other 
high school students ages 14-18 interested in enhanc-
ing their human and spiritual development.  Cost $125 
per person. 

Mother/Adult Daughter Retreat – May 8-10.  Cel-
ebrate and learn how to nurture this very special rela-
tionship.  Cost $130 per person. 

Families with Young Children Retreat – May 15-
17.  Families with children 7 years of age and younger 
are invited to join other parents for support and reflec-
tion while the children are cared for and involved in 
age-appropriate activities.  Cost $120 per person (8 
years to adult), $85 per person (2-7 years) and Under 
2 are free. 

Accommodations, meals, prayer services, group 
sharing and fun activities are included.  For more infor-
mation on any of these programs, please call 609-884-
3829 or visit their website at:  www.capemaymarianists.org. 

COMMUNICATING GOD’S WORD APPEAL 
Our next special collection is the Catholic Commu-

nication Campaign on May 10.  This annual fund 
makes possible local Catholic communication projects.   
The CCC helps connect the world 
with God’s word.  Half of the funds 
collected remain in each diocese 
to support local communication 
projects.  The other half supports 
the development and production 
of a wide range of media nationally 
and worldwide.   
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday April 18, 2015 
5:00 pm Julianna (51st Ann.) and Stanislaw 

Stapinski 
From Terri and Ted, Children 

Sunday April 19, 2015 
10:00 am Dennis Piatkowski 

From Pat Rubino 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

William Bromirski 
From Monica Donnelly 
People of the Parish 

Monday April 20, 2015 
12:30 pm 
 

Barbara Speck 
From Elham and Pierre Kerbaj 

Tuesday April 21, 2015 
12:30 pm Intentions of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

Monahan 
From Michael Burke 

Wednesday April 22, 2015 
12:30 pm Communion Service 
Thursday April 23, 2015 
12:30 pm William Bromirski 

From Therese Matulewicz 
Friday April 24, 2015 
12:30 pm William Bromirski 

From Leszek Souwul 
Saturday April 25, 2015 
5:00 pm Richard Rubino 

From Barbara Rzaski 
Sunday April 26, 2015 
10:00 am Deceased Members of Siwik Family 

From Donna and Mark Simon 
12:30 pm 
 
7:00 pm 

William Bromirski 
From Pat Rubino 
People of the Parish 

Attend daily Mass.  It will make a difference in 
your life! 

STEWARDSHIP 
“The community of 

believers was of one 
heart and mind and no 
one claimed that any of 
his possessions was 
his own.” - Acts 4:32 

 
All that we are and 

all that we have is a gift 
from God!  Think of 
your family, your 
friends, your talents 
and abilities – these 
are all gifts from God.  
We aren’t really owners 

of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God 
has blessed us with.   

JOIN A PARISH MINISTRY IN 2015! 
Please consider joining 

one of our parish ministries, 
which are always in need of 
new members.  Schedules for 
Masses are flexible and take 
your preferences and availa-
bility into account.  For infor-
mation, call the rectory, speak 
to Fr. Tom after Mass, or con-

tact one of the following persons: 
Altar Servers or Eucharistic Ministers – Fr. 

Tom, OLC rectory, 201-434-0798 
Choir – Ben Rauch, email:   
Directorofmusic@olcjc.org. 
Lectors – Pat Duemig, 201-955-1495 
Serve Donuts After 10:00 am Mass –  

call OLC rectory, 201-434-0798. 

NEW EXHIBIT AT THE DRAWING ROOMS 
The new Paper Construc-

tions exhibit is now open 
through May 3rd.  Using hand-
made and recycled paper, ten 
artists create abstract and nar-
rative works in sculpture, in-
stallation, drawing and collage.  
Come visit us at 180 Grand 
Street, Thurs.-Fri. 4-7 pm and 
Sat.-Sun. 2-6 pm at:  
www.drawingrooms.org.  

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION 
MONTH 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month.  It 
is most appropriate that Child 
Abuse Prevention Month is held 
during the Easter season.  There is 
no better time than Easter to cele-
brate the protection of our most 
valuable gift from God – our chil-
dren.  As part of the Archdiocese of 
Newark’s continuing commitment 
to protect children and young peo-
ple, the Office of Child and Youth 
Protection conducted over 400 

Protecting God’s Children training programs this past 
year.  Since 2003, over 52,000 employees, volunteers, 
and clergy have been trained to help prevent child 
abuse.  In addition, all those who continue to work with 
children must recertify their training every three years.  

TALENTED MUSICIANS! 
Can you play a musical instrument 

or are blessed with a wonderful singing 
voice?  If so, we are in need of your mu-
sical ability here at our parish.  Please 
contact Ben Rauch, the OLC Music Di-
rector, at:  Directorofmusic@olcjc.org.  
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ANNUAL EASTER GIFT APPEAL 
As many parishioners know, the 

“Christmas Gift” and “Easter Gift” pro-
grams are longstanding traditions here 
at OLC.  Moneys raised through the 
“Christmas Gift” are dedicated to a 
special capital project.  Donations from 
the “Easter Gift” are dedicated to the operating budget.   

Our Christmas Gift appeal has allowed us to move 
forward to replace the front doors of the church which are 
in dreadful conditions.  Additionally, we have rebuilt and 
pointed the masonry inside the west bell tower.  The re-
pair of the tower masonry goes un-noticed but is essential 
to the integrity of the tower.   

This year’s Easter gift appeal has helped us cover the 
cost to replace the church boiler that failed during some 
of the coldest days of the winter.  I remember the date 
that the boiler failed, Friday, the 13th of February.  Every-
one was so good and understanding tolerating the cold 
church.   

As mentioned above, the money raised from the 
Easter Gift Appeal goes to covering operating expenses 
during the year.  This collection is especially important 
this year as a number of parishioners have moved out of 
Jersey City.  The relocation of these parishioners have 
cost the parish several hundred dollars in each week’s 
collection, resulting in the loss of about $20,000 in this 
fiscal year.  It is also important since the boiler replace-
ment cost the parish $26,000. 

I thank all those who have contributed to this Gift Ap-
peal.  If you have not contributed, we still welcome your 
gift.  Be as generous as you can and remember that no 
gift is too small.  God bless you!   

Additionally, we strongly suggest enrolling in Parish-
Pay.  This will help us immensely with parish finances.  To 
enroll, go to www.parishpay.com. 

DOWNTOWN HARVEST COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE (CSA) 

Our CSA, Downtown Harvest 
group, is now preparing for their up-
coming season.  The CSA is a not-for-
profit group that provides fresh, or-
ganic produce for members.  This pro-
gram promotes relationships within our 
community, and promotes stewardship 

of our earth by fostering sustainable agriculture.  Dur-
ing the harvest season, once a week, the farmer brings 
the members’ weekly share for distribution at the parish 
garage.  Members share in the risks and the rewards 
of the farmer.  For membership information, please visit 
the website at http://www.downtownharvest.org/ or e-
mail downtownharvest@yahoo.com.   

LECTURE SERIES 
Our ten-part lecture/study group program came to an 

end Monday, March 23.  However, there is a second 
component to this program which I am offering.  The sec-
ond component is entitled “50 Theological and Spiritual 

Questions about the Catholic Faith.”  We covered two 
topics last Monday evening, “God” and “The Trinity.”   

At our next meeting, our first topic will speak about 
Jesus:  Who is Jesus?  
Why did Jesus have to die 
the way he did?  What is 
so significant about the 
resurrection of Jesus?  
How do we know that Je-
sus rose from the dead?  

What is the central message of Jesus Christ?  How do 
we come to know Jesus personally?  Is the Bible the 
only way to know Jesus?  If we follow Jesus, are we 
giving up our freedom?  Do sinners have a way of get-
ting to Heaven?  Why is the Eucharist so important for 
our salvation?  What might prevent reception of the Eu-
charist?  What is the Eucharist?   

Our second topic will speak about the Spiritual Life.  
What does it mean to be saved?  What is required of 
us to be saved?  What is Grace?  What is Spirituality?  
What is essential to Christian Spirituality?  Are there 
false spirits in the world?  Is there a spiritual real of ex-
istence?  Do evil spirits attempt to stop us from follow-
ing Jesus Christ?  Why is Mary known as the Seat of 
Wisdom?  What are the various forms of Christian dis-
cipleship?  What gifts does God give the Catholic 
Church?  What is the mission of the Catholic Church?  
What is evangelization? 

This program is designed for both Catholics and 
non-Catholics wishing to learn more about Catholicism.  
This program will offer new insights into our faith and a 
deeper understanding about theology and spirituality.  

Our next meeting will be Monday, April 27, 7:30 
pm, in the rectory. 

PARISH PICNIC 
Let’s 

start to get 
ready and 
excited 
about our 
up-com-
ing parish 

picnic.  Set the date in your 
calendar right now for Sun-
day, June 14.  As in the past, 
we will have it in the court 
yard in front of the Prep gym-
nasium on Warren St be-
tween York and Grand. 

As we approach the 
date, we will be looking for 

some volunteers to help with set-up, cooking, activities, 
clean-up, etc.  As in the past, everyone is welcome to 
attend.  This is a great for community building.  Come!  
Socialize with other parishioners.   

The parish will supply food and refreshments, but 
we welcome parishioners to contribute deserts and 
“ethnic” foods.   
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